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Introduced: 5/1/75
Referred: Commerce

IN  THE HOUSE BY H. BEIRNE AND FISCHER

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O LUTION NO. 62

NINTH L EGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION

Req u e s t i n g  the extension of "800" toll-

t e l e p h o n e  numbers to Alaska.

BE IT RESOLVED BY T HE LEGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, historically, due to geographical considerations, a sparse 

p o p u lation and distance, A l aska has bee n  deprived of a variety of services, 

facilities, and opportunities available in her sister states; and

WHEREAS the lack of comprehensive, integrated communications services 

long has hampered Alaskans in their p e r s o n a l  and commercial interactions, and 

has had an adverse impact on the state's economic development; and

WHEREAS one c o m m u n ications service unavailable to Alaskans is the long 

distance telephone toll-free calling s ystem commonly known as the "800" 

numbers; and

WHEREAS these "800" series telephone numbers enable individuals anywhere 

in the continental United States to telephone, toll-free, businesses, g o v e r n­

mental agencies and other organizations to obtain information, make r e s erva­

tions, conduct business and other transactions; and

WHEREAS the u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of this "800" service results in daily 

personal inconvenience, business delays and hardships as well as loss of 

economic o p p o rtunities and benefits; and

W H E REAS the c o n nection of Alaska to t he "800" toll-free long distance 

telephone services wo u l d  immeasurably enhance t o u rism in the state by enabling 

Alaskans as well as p r o s p e c t i v e  travelers to "The Great Land" to make r e s e r­

vations wit h  hotels, and other places of public accommodations, as well as 

with the Alaska M a rine Highway, our unique state ferry system, in an e x pedi­

tious manner; and
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W H E R E A S ,  at th e  outs e t , a n  "800" t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  s h o u l d  be I n s t a l l e d  at 

;he A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  o f f i c e  at the s tate f er r y  t e r m i n a l ,  P i e r  48, In 

Seattle, I m m e d i a t e l y  for us e  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  y e a r ’s t o u r i s t  s e a so n ;  t h i s  

>rocedure c an  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h i n  one w e e k  of a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  R C A  A l a s c o m ,  Inc., the l o n g  d i s t a n c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  co m m o n  

carrier s e r v i n g  A la s k a ,  o p e r a t e s  u n d e r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u b i l e  i n t e r e st ,  c o n­

venience an d  n e c e s s i t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  c o n n e c t i o n  of A l a s k a’s t e l e p h o n e  s y s t e m  to th e  "800" t o l l - f r e e ,  

„ong d i s t a n c e  t e l e p h o n e  s y s t e m  r e q u i r e s  a t a r i f f  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  R C A  A l a s c o m  

m e , , a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e  an d  T e l e g r a p h  C o mp a n y ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat th e  G o v e r n o r  is 

•espectfully r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the  O f f i c e  of T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  to i n i t i a t e  

rhatever a c t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  to e n s u r e  t hat R C A  A l a s c o m ,  Inc., w i l l  m a k e  th e  

tecessary r a t e  an d  t a r i f f  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  

Company to p e r m i t  A l a s k a n s  to u s e  th e  t o l l - f r e e  "800" l o n g  d i s t a n c e  t e l e p h o n e  

:ervice; that R C A  A l a s c o m  be r e q u e s t e d  to o b t a i n  w h a t e v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  e q u i p m e n t  

.s n e c e s s a r y  to c o n n e c t  A l a s k a  to t h e  A T & T  "800" c a l l i n g  syst e m ;  a n d  that 

!CA A l a s c o m  be r e q u e s t e d  to t a k e  thi s  a c t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  to e n a b l e  A l a s k a n s  

•o us e  the " 8 0 0 " t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s  d u r i n g  the s u m m e r  of 1975; a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t

;he C o m m i s s i o n e r  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  a n d  th e  d i r e c t o r ,  d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  t r a n s­

portation , to a r r a n g e  for the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  an " 8 0 0 " se r i e s  t e l e p h o n e  

lumber at P i e r  48, the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  t e r m i n a l  in S e a t t l e ,  at the 

larliest p o s s i b l e  d a t e  to f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

■ystem for the s t a t e  f e r r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  1975 t o u r i s t  season.

C O P I E S  of thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h al l  be sent to the P r e s i d e n t  of R C A  Alascom,

inc., an d to th e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  T e l e p h o n e  a n d  T e l e g r a p h  Co m pany.
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