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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 2 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

IN THE HOUSE BY GARD I N E R  AND MALONE

HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O L U T I O N  NO.

IN THE L E G I S LATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

Re q u e s t i n g  a study of the m ethod of 

j udicial selection and retention.

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS., as an alternative to either executive appointment or direct 

elec t i o n  of judges, the delegates to the 1955-56 A laska State C onstitutional 

C o n v e n t i o n  proposed, and the people of the 49t h  State ratified, a c o n s t i t u­

tion  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  the "Missouri Plan" for judicial selection and retention; 

and

WHEREAS u n d e r  that pro c e d u r e  the governor fills vacancies in judicial 

offices fr o m  am o n g  a panel of nomi n e e s  p r o p o s e d  by the Judicial Council, 

and fol l o w i n g  a m i n i m u m  p e r i o d  of years on t he bench, that gubernatorial 

appointee is s u b j e c t  to voter c o n f i r m a t i o n  at an election where the question 

p o s e d  is: "shall the judge be r e t a i n e d  in office for the ter m  prescribed

by law?"; and

WH E R E A S  d u r i n g  the past year the Judi c i a l  Council has studied, held 

hearings a n d  r e p o r t e d  its f i n d i n g s  and rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  concerning the 

pa t t e r n  of j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t i n g  in the state and that p a t t e r n 's effect on 

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of justice; in addit i o n  to the redis t r i c t i n g  plan 

p r o p o u n d e d  by the Judi c i a l  Council, different r e d i s t r i c t i n g  schemes have 

be e n  s u bmitted to the legislature for its c o n s ideration by the justices of 

the supreme court and the p r e s i d i n g  judges of the superior court; and

W H E REAS the bou n d a r i e s  of the state's four judicial districts have 

rema i n e d  u n c h a n g e d  since early In t erritorial days; and

W H E R E A S  it has be e n  asserted that any change in the c o n f iguration of 

judicial district b o u ndaries would have an impact on the conduct of judicial
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W H E R E A S  t h e  p r o c e s s  of j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  an d  r e t e n t i o n  in A l a s k a  has 

no t  b e e n  r e v i e w e d  in the two d e c a d e s  since the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  

and, in l ight of the  c o n f l i c t i n g  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  of  j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  and r e t e n t i o n ,  

as w e l l  as j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t i n g ,  w o u l d  be an a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n s  of r e s o l v i n g  

t he d i f f e r i n g  v i e w s  and  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  ar e  m o r e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  or 

i n n o v a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  t hat c o u l d  b e  e m p l o y e d  in the s e l e c t i o n  an d  r e t e n t i o n  

of judges;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

C o u n c i l  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to a p p o i n t  a n  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  a n d 

a s s i g n  to It for s t u d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  of the s y s t e m  o f  j u d i c i a l  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  j

r e t e n t i o n ;  a n d  j

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  [

r e q u e s t e d  to r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  i

n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  of the N i n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n ]

r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n s ;  and
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