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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 1 V 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  an d  F i n a n c e

BY O S T E R B A C K , M A L O N E , A N D E R S O N ,

H .B E I R N E ,B R O W N ,B U C H H O L D T ,C O T T E N , 
D A V I S , D U N C A N , F I S C H E R , G A R D I N E R ,  
G R U E N I N G ,G U Y ,H A C K N E Y ,H E R S H B E R G E R , 
H U N T I N G T O N ,K E L L E Y ,M I L L E R ,N A U G H T O N , 

IN T H E  H O U S E  O S T R O S K Y ,P A R R  A N D  R H O D E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 36 am 
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f e a s i b i l i t y  

s t u d y  of the e x t e n s i o n  of s t a t e  f e rr y  

s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  A l e u t i a n  

I s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

BE  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASK A :

W H E R E A S  r e s i d e n t s  of A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  and  A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  

are e x p e r i e n c i n g  s k y r o c k e t i n g  c o s t s  for d e l i v e r y  o f  f r e i g h t  f r o m  S e a t t l e  and 

for p e r s o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b y  ai r  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  

an d

W H E R E A S  th e  a i r  f are, r o u n d t r i p ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e t w e e n  A n c h o r a g e  and 

S a n d  P o i n t  is $255; f u r n i t u r e  is b a r g e d  to th e  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  for 3^ cents 

a p o u n d ;  t h e  c h a r g e  fo r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  b y  b a r g e  f r o m  S e a t t l e  to 

C o l d  B a y  is $1,1 0 0 , a n d  t o  S a n d  Point, $900; t h e  b a r g e  f r e i g h t  r a t e  for a 

m o b i l e  h o m e  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 10 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  for a m o d u l a r  home, $ 1 7 , 0 0 0;  all of 

w h i c h  h a v e  b e c o m e  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  c o s t l y  to m o s t  r e s i d e n t s  of th e  area; and 

W H E R E A S ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v y  h a s  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  S e a - L a n d  

for b i m o n t h l y  f r e i g h t e r  s e r v i c e  to A d a k  I s l a n d  a b o a r d  th e S U M M I T , f r e q u e n t l y  

th a t  5 9 0 - f o o t  v e s s e l  Is u n a b l e  to d o c k  at s u c h  p o r t s  as S a n d  P o i n t  du e  to 

r o u g h  w e a t h e r ,  t h u s ,  b e c a u s e  of tha t  s h i p ' s  u n d e p e n d a b l e  s c h e d u l e ,  f r e i g h t  

a c c u m u l a t e s  in S e a t t l e  f o r  a t h r e e  to f o u r  m o n t h  p e r i o d ;  and

W H E R E A S  e x t e n s i o n  of s t a t e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  an d 

A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  m e a n  r e s i d e n t s  w o u l d  be abl e  to m a k e  less 

e x p e n s i v e  g r o c e r y  an d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  p u r c h a s e s  tha t  c o u l d  be a c q u i r e d  

in A n c h o r a g e  r a t h e r  t h a n  in S e a t t l e ,  t h u s  r e t a i n i n g  m o r e  d o l l a r s  in the 

A l a s k a  e c o n o m y ;  a n d
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W H E R E A S  th e  M / V  T U S T U M E N A ,  the o n l y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  c e r t i f i­

ca t e d  o c e a n - g o i n g  v e s s e l  in the s ta t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  fleet, is m o r e  m a n e u v e r -  

abl e  in a l l  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a n  the S e a - L a n d  c h a r t e r e d  f r e i g h t e r  that 

se r ve s  t he s e  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  and A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e c a u s e  the 

T U S T U M E N A  is but h a l f  the l e n g t h  of th e  S U M M I T ;  and

W H E R E A S  th e  M / V  T U S T U M E N A  is the s t a t e  f e r r y  f l e e t ' s  m o s t  v e r s a t i l e  

vess e l :  it can p u t  i n t o  any port, r e g a r d l e s s  of t i d a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  that  has

a c a n n e r y  w h a r f ,  p i e r  or o t h e r  s t a n d a r d  d o c k i n g  f a c i l i t y  b e c a u s e  the 

T U S T U M E N A ' s  u n i q u e  6 0 - t o n  e l e v a t o r  l ifts v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  f r o m  t h e  sh i p' s  

h o l d  to an y  s u i t a b l e  l o a d i n g  p l a t f o r m ,  t h u s  a v o i d i n g  the n e c e s s i t y  of an 

e l a b o r a t e ,  e x p e n s i v e  o n - s h o r e  s y s t e m  of t r a n s f e r  s p a ns  an d  a p r o n s  at e a c h  

p o r t  of call; an d

W H E R E A S  the w a t e r s  In the v i c i n i t y  of t h e  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  A l e u t i a n  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s tate f e r r y  s e r v i c e  are ice free t h e  y e a r  a r o u n d  andj 

are r e l a t i v e l y  p r o t e c t e d  by c o m p a r i s o n  to t h o s e  n e a r  th e  B a r r e n  I s l a n d s  in 

S h e l i k o f f  S t r a i t s  t r a v e r s e d  w e e k l y  by t h e  M / V  T U S T U M E N A  b e t w e e n  K o d i a k ,  H o m e r  

an d  Sewa r d ;  and

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is a m a r i n e  f u e l i n g  s t a t i o n  in t h e  A l e u t i a n  c h a i n  p o r t  of 

D u t c h  H a rb o r ,  one of the l a r g e s t  s u p p l i e s  of m a r i n e  f u e l s  o n  th e  W e s t  Coa s t ,  I 

if not in the e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  Bas i n ,  thu s  p e r m i t t i n g  the r e f u e l i n g  of a f e r r y  

at that f i n a l  sto p  on an A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a - A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d  ro u t e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat t h e G o v e r n o r  is 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  to u n d e r t a k e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  of 

the e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  ferry s y s t e m  i n t o  A l a s k a  P e n i n s u l a  a nd  A l e u t i a n  

I s l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the 

f o l l o w i n g :

(1) the  n e e d  for, and l e v e l  of s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e d ,  in t h e  a f f e c t e d  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to C h i g n i k ,  S a n d  Point, S q u a w  H a r b o r ,

- 2 -
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K i n g  Cove, C o l d  B ay, F a l s e  P ass, I v a n o f f  Bay, A k u t a n ,  D u t c h  H a r b o r  and 

U n a l a s k a  ( C a p t a i n ' s  Bay);

(2) i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 

c o m p a r i s o n s  of th e  cost o f  u s i n g  o t h e r  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  m o v i n g  

f r e i gh t ,  p a s s e n g e r s ,  a n d  v e h i c l e s  v e r s u s  e x t e n s i o n  o f  the f erry s y s t e m  for 

t h i s  p u r p o s e ;

(3) c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  c o st s  i n c l u d i n g  the cost of d e s i g n i n g ,  

a c q u i r i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n d  e q u i p p i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t e  o c e a n - g o i n g  c e r t i f i e d  

v e s s e l  o f  the T U S T U M E N A  t y p e  a n d  d o c k i n g  an d  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e  

r e q u i r e d ;

(4) o p e r a t i n g  costs;

(5) f r e q u e n c y  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  s c h e d u l i n g ,  p r o p o s e d  t a r i f f s  and 

c h a r g e s  f o r s e r v i c e ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  is r e q u e s t e d ,  as a p a r t  of the 

f e a s i b i l i t y  study)., to h o l d  h e a r i n g s  in, a n d  to c o n s u l t  w ith, the a f f e c t e d  

c o m m u n i t i e s  as t o  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  d e s i r e d ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat th e  d e p a r t m e n t  is r e q u e s t e d  to p r e s e n t  its f i n d­

ings a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to th e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  n o t  l a t e r  

t h a n  10 d ays a f t e r  the N i n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  convenes.

H C R  36 am


