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I n t r o d u c e d :  2/3/75
M a d e  a S p e c i a l  O r d e r  of 

B u s i n e s s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY A L L  M E M B E R S  O F  TH E  H O U S E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 11

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P a y i n g  t r i b u t e  to th e  m e m o r y  of 

J o s e p h  M. B r i o n e s.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  w i t h  t h e  d e a t h ,  M a y  26, 1 9 7 ^ s of J o s e p h  M. B r i o n e s  —  fo r  18

y e a r s  a d j u t a n t ,  f i n a n c e  o f f i c e r  a n d  v e t e r a n s  s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r  fo r  the A m e r i c a n  

L e g i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of A l a s k a  — • th i s  " G r e a t  Land" ha s  lost one of its m o s t  

u n t i r i n g ,  d e d i c a t e d  c i v i c  m e n ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  b o r n  J u l y  22, 1920, i n  M e r c e d e s ,  T e x a s ,  J o e  B r i o n e s  g r a d u a t e d  

f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  in M i s s i o n ,  Te xa s ,  a n d  a t t e n d e d  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s i s­

sippi b e f o r e  e n l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  U.S. A r m y  A i r  C o r p s  in 1 9 ^ 1  an d  s e r v i n g  in

E n g l a n d  for f o u r  y e a r s  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II; a f t e r  his d i s c h a r g e  he r e t u r n e d

to g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  w i t h  m a j o r s  in b u s i n e s s  l a w  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a n  A l a s k a n  s i nc e  19^8, he w a s  a s u r v e y o r  fo r  t h e  U.S. A r m y  Corpt 

of  E n g i n e e r s ,  l a t e r  a p a r t n e r  in a K e n a i  g r o c e r y  store, a n d  t h e n  an e m p l o y e e  

for t h e  C i t y  of A n c h o r a g e ,  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  in J u n e a u  in 195 6  to b e g i n  his

l o n g  s e r v i c e  to t h e  v e t e r a n s  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  in h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  he t r a v e l e d  w i d e l y  t h r o u g h o u t  the state, 

t i r e l e s s l y  g i v i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  to a l l  v e t e r a n s  an d  m a k i n g  c o u n t l e s s  f r i e n d s  

e v e r y w h e r e ;  he w a s  k n o w n  to m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  as a n  a ble, k n o w l e d g e­

ab l e  a d v o c a t e  of v e t e r a n s  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  he a l s o  f o u n d  t i m e  to e d i t  th e A l a s k a  L e g i o n n a i r e ,  m a i n t a i n  

a c t i v e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  the L i o n s ,  M o o s e ,  P r e s s  Club, P.A. L .,  40 a n d  8, a n d  was 

a d e v o u t  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  o f  the N a t i v i t y ,  as w e l l  as a v i g o r o u s  

c a m p a i g n e r  on b e h a l f  of t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ;  and
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W H E R E A S  to m o s t  A l a s k a n s  w h o  k n e w  him, h o w e v e r ,  Joe Br i o n e s '  p r e e m i n e n t  1 

p e r s o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  w a s  hi s  u n s t i n t i n g  e f f o r t  in p i o n e e r i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  the A l a s k a  Boys' S t a te  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  t he  s p o n s o r s h i p  of the A m e r i c a n  

L e g i o n;  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the a d v a n c e  p l a n n i n g  for a n d  the s t a f f  w o r k  o f  

e v e r y  Boys' S t a t e  s e s s i o n  s i n c e its i n a u g u r a t i o n  in t h i s  state;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  the m e m b e r s ,  in 

e x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  s y m p a t h y  to the f a m i l y  of J o s e p h  M, B r i o n e s ,  e x p r e s s  the 

g r a t i t u d e  of the p e o p l e  of t h i s  s ta t e  for his i n s p i r e d  l e a d e r s h i p  in the 

p u b l i c  w e a l  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  hi s  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the 

y o u t h  of A l a s k a , f o r  as Jo e  B r i o n e s  s a w  his r o l e  in g u i d i n g  Boys' State: 

t h e r e  w a s  no m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  c iv i c  d u t y  t h a n  the p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  y o u t h  fo r  the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  his i n d u s t r y ,  k n o w l e d g e ,  skill, 

g e n i a l  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  d e l i g h t f u l  g o o d  h u m o r  w i l l  be s o r e l y  m i s s e d  in th a t  

e n d e a v o r .

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to hi s  w i d o w ,  M a r j o r y  0, B r i o n e s  

to his d a u g h t e r s ,  B e n i t a  M a r i a  a n d  M e l i s s a  Jo; a n d  to his b r o t h e r s ,  H e n r y  

R o d r i g u e z  of P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n ,  S a m u e l  B r i o n e s  of A u s t i n ,  Te x a s ,  Pat B r i o n e s  

of W e sl c o ,  Texas, and  to his sist e r ,  J o s e p h i n e  M a r c i a s  of A u s t i n ,  Texas.
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