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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e
O f f e r e d :  5 / 3 0 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 873

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the d i s s o l u t i o n  of m a r r i a g e ;  and

c h a n g i n g  R u l e s  3, 7, 11, 76, a n d  84, R u l e s  of C ivil 

P r o c e d u r e ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A:

K S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 = 5 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  3A. D I S S O L U T I O N  O F  M A R R I A G E .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 1 .  D I S S O L U T I O N  OF M A R R I A G E .  (a) A h u s b a n d  and w i f e  

t o g e t h e r  m a y  p e t i t i o n  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r  the  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e i r  

m a r r i a g e  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of t his c h a p t e r  if th e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i­

tio n s  e x i s t  at th e t i m e  o f  f i l i n g  the p e t i t i o n :

(1) i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of t e m p e r a m e n t  ha s  c a u s e d  the i r r e m e d i­

a b l e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e ;

(2) if t h e r e  a r e  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  of the m a r r i a g e  or the w i f e  

Is p r e g n a n t ,  th e  s p o u s e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  o n  w h i c h  s p o u s e  or t h i r d  p a r t y  

s h a l l  be a w a r d e d  c u s t o d y  o f  e a c h  m i n o r  c h i l d  of the m a r r i a g e  a n d  the 

e x t e n t  o f  v i s i t a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  to be p r o v i d e d  on t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  b e h a l f  

a n d  the  t a x  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of t h a t  a g r e e m e n t ;

(3) t h e  s p o u s e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  as to the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of all 

j o i n t l y  o w n e d  r e a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  a n d  th e  p a y m e n t  of s p o u s a l  

s u p p o r t ,  i f  any, a n d  t h e  t a x  c o n s e q u e n c e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  p a y me n t s ; 

an d

(4) t he  s p o u s e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  as to the p a y m e n t  of a l l  u n p a i d  

o b l i g a t i o n s  i n c u r r e d  b y  e i t h e r  or b o t h  of them, a n d  as to p a y m e n t  of 

o b l i g a t i o n s  i n c u r r e d  j o i n t l y  i n  the future.
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(b) A h u s b a n d  or w i f e  m a y  s e p a r a t e l y  p e t i t i o n  for d i s s o l u t i o n  of 

t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  u n d e r  secs, 231 - 237 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  if t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t  at the t i m e  of f i l i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n :

(1) i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of t e m p e r a m e n t ,  as e v i d e n c e d  by e x t e n d e d  

a b s e n c e  or o t h e r w i s e ,  ha s  c a u s e d  the i r r e m e d i a b l e  b r e a k d o w n  of the 

m a r r i a g e ;

(2) the p e t i t i o n i n g  s p o u s e  h a s b e e n  u n a b l e  to a s c e r t a i n  the 

o t h e r  s p o u s e’s p o s i t i o n  in r e g a r d  to the d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  

a n d  in r e g a r d  to the d i v i s i o n  of p r o p e r t y ,  p a y m e n t  of d e b t s ,  a n d  c u s­

tody, s u p p o r t  a n d  v i s i t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  the w h e r e a b o u t s  of the o t h e r  s p o u s e  

is u n k n o w n  to the  p e t i t i o n i n g  sp ou s e  a f t e r  r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  

m a d e  to l o c a t e  the a b s e n t  spou s e ;  an d I

(3) the o t h e r  s p o u s e  c a nn o t  be p e r s o n a l l y  s e r v e d  w i t h  p r o c e s s  | 

i n s i d e  or o u t s i d e  the state,

(c) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  p r o h i b i t s  a s p o u s e  w h o  has b e e n

B

p e r s o n a l l y  s e r v e d  w i t h  a c o p y  of a p e t i t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  j

s e c t i o n  f r o m  e x e c u t i n g  an a p p e a r a n c e ,  w a i v e r  of t i m e  to a n s w e r , an d  |

w a i v e r  of n o t i c e  of h e a r i n g .  The a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  w a i v e r s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  1 

a n  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  s i g n e d  b e f o r e  a n  o f f i c e r  a u t h o r i z e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  an 

o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  th e  s p o u s e  b e i n g  s e r v e d  h a s  r e a d  the p e t i t i o n ;  

a s s e n t s  to the t e r m s  r e l a t i n g  to c u s t o d y  of the c h i l d r e n ,  c h i l d  s u p p o r t , j  

v i s i t a t i o n ,  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  r e s u l t a n t  t a x  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  d i v i s i o n  of 

p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  debts; a g r e e s  that  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  

r e q u i r e d  by (a) of t his s e c t i o n  exist; u n d e r s t a n d s  f u l l y  the n a t u r e  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  of the a c t i o n ;  a n d  is not s i g n i n g  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  and 

w a i v e r s  u n d e r  d u r e s s  or c o e r c i o n ,  j

(d) The a c t i o n  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is s e p a r a t e  f r o m  the 

a c t i o n  c r e a t e d  by sec. 70 o f  thi s  ch a p t e r .  The p r o c e d u r e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by! 

secs. 231 - 237 of t his c h a p t e r  do not a p p l y  to a n  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r
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sec. 70 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  n o r  d o  p r o c e d u r e s  p r e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  secs. 70 - 

230 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a p p l y  to a n  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

e x c e p t  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 2 .  P E T I T I O N  F O R  D I S S O L U T I O N .  (a) The c a p t i o n  i n  a 

p e t i t i o n  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  of m a r r i a g e  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of t his 

c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be s t y l e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  "In the M a t t e r  o f  th e  D i s s o l u t i o n  

o f  the M a r r i a g e  o f   a n d ___________."

(b) Th e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  s h a l l  

e i t h e r

(1) r e c i t e  t h a t  the c o n d i t i o n s  e n u m e r a t e d  u n d e r  sec. 231(a) 

of t h i s  c h a p t e r  e x i s t  a n d  s h a l l  be  s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  b y  b o t h  of the 

p e t i t i o n e r s  or b y  o n e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  if t h a t  p e t i t i o n e r  p e r s o n a l l y  serves 

the p e t i t i o n  o n  h i s  s p o u s e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l  

P r o c e d u r e  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h a t  th e  s p o u s e  w i l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  sec. 231(c) 

of t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) r e c i t e  t h a t  the c o n d i t i o n s  e n u m e r a t e d  u n d e r  sec.. 231(b) 

of t h i s  c h a p t e r  e x i s t  a n d  be s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  b y  o n e  of the p e t i­

t i o n e r s  .

(c) T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h a t  the s p o u s e  or s p o u s e s  e x e c u t i n g  

the p e t i t i o n  c o n s e n t  to t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the court.

(d) Th e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  t hat the m a r r i a g e  be d i s s o l v e d  and 

t h a t  the p r i o r  n a m e  of a s p o u s e  be r e s t o r e d ,  if d e s i r e d  b y  t hat spouse.

(e) I f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  b y  b o t h  s p o u s e s  u n d e r  sec. 231(a) 

of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  s t a t e  in d e t a i l  the t e r m s  of a g r e e­

m e n t  as b e t w e e n  t h e  s p o u s e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the c u s t o d y  of c h i l d r e n ,  

c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  an d t a x  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  if any, 

d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  d e b t s ,  and, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  shall 

s t a t e

(1) t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  the s p o u s e s ;
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(2) the incomej asse ts ,  and l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  the r e s p e c t i v e  

s p o u s e s  at t he  t i m e  of f i l i n g  the p e t i t i o n ;

(3) the d a t e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  th e m a r r i a g e ;

(4) the n ame, d a t e  of bir th ,  a n d  c u r r e n t  c u s t o d i a l  s t a t u s  of 

e a c h  m i n o r  c h i l d  b o r n  of th e  m a r r i a g e  or a d o p t e d  by the p e t i t i o n e r s ;

(5) w h e t h e r  the w i f e  is p r e g n a n t ;

(6) o t h e r  f a c t s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  th e  p e t i t i o n e r s  

b e l i e v e  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d ;  and

(7) any o t h e r  r e l i e f  s o u g h t  b y  t h e  s p o u s e s .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 - 2 3 3 .  H E A R I N G ,  (a) A f t e r  a p e t i t i o n  for d i s s o l u t i o n  is 

f i l e d  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of sec. 232 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a h e a r i n g  s h a l l  

be s c h e d u l e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,

(b) If t h e  p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by b o t h  S p o u s e s  u n d e r  sec. 231(a)

of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  b o t h  the h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  ar e  r e q u i r e d  to a t t e n d  the

h e a r i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  not t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l  u n l e s s  the court, for g o o d

cause, p r o v i d e s  o t h e r w i s e ,  or u n l e s s  a s p o u s e  ha s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  sec. j

231(c) of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  in w h i c h  c a s e  o n l y  th e s p o u s e  f i l i n g  the p e t i -  (

|
t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  to atte n d .  ■ E i t h e r  s p o u s e  m a y  h a v e  c o u n s e l  at the 

h e a r i n g .

(c) If t h e  p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by one s p o u s e  u n d e r  sec. 231(b) of 

th i s  c h a p t e r ,  t ha t  s p o u s e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  p r o o f  o f  d i l i g e n t  i n q u i r y  as to 

the w h e r e a b o u t s  of the a b s e n t  s p o u s e  an d  p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  by p u b l i c a t i o n ,  

p o s t i n g ,  or o t h e r  m e a n s  as o r d e r e d  by the c o u r t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the jj 

A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e .

(d) If the p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by b o t h  s p o u s e s  u n d e r  sec. 231(a) 

of this c h a p t e r ,  the c ourt s h a ll  e x a m i n e  the p e t i t i o n e r s  or p e t i t i o n e r  

p r e s e n t  a n d  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r

(1) the s p o u s e s  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  the n a t u r e  an d  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  

of t h e i r  a c t io n ;
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(2) t h e  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the s p o u s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d  j 

c u s t o d y ,  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  v i s i t a t i o n  a r e  fair, just, a n d  e q u i t a b l e  as 1 

b e t w e e n  t h e  s p o u s e s  a n d  i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the c h i l d r e n  of th e  

m a r r i a g e ;

(3) th e  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  th e  s p o u s e s  r e l a t i n g  to the d i v i­

si o n  of  p r o p e r t y ,  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  the a l l o c a t i o n  o f  o b l i g a t i o n s  are 

fair, j u s t,  an d  e q u i t a b l e ;  a n d

(4) t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  sec. 231(a) of this c h a p t e r  h a v e  b e e n

m e t .

(e) I f  th e  p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by on e  s p o u s e  u n d e r  sec. 231(b) of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e c o u r t  s h a l l  e x a m i n e  the p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  c o n s i d e r  

w h e t h e r  he o r  s h e  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  the n a t u r e  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of h i s  

or h e r  a c t i o n  a n d  w h e t h e r  the c o n d i t i o n s  in sec. 231(b) of t h i s  c h a p t e r  

h a v e  b e e n  met.

(f) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  to r e p r e s e n t  the 

b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of th e child. A p p o i n t m e n t  of a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or 

a t t o r n e y  f o r  the c h i l d  s h a l l  be m a d e  u n d e r  the t er m s  of AS 0 9 .6 5 .1 3 0 .

(g) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  a m e n d  the a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the s p o u s e s  r e l a t­

in g  to c h i l d  c u s t o d y ,  c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t ,  

d i v i s i o n  o f  th e p r o p e r t y ,  an d  a l l o c a t i o n  of o b l i g a t i o n s ,  bu t  o n l y  if 

b o t h  p e t i t i o n e r s  c o n c u r  i n  the a m e n d m e n t .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 4 .  J U D G M E N T .  (a) If the p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by one 

or b o t h  s p o u s e s  u n d e r  sec. 231(a) of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the c ourt m a y  g rant 

th e  s p o u s e s  a f i n a l  d e c r e e  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  o t h e r  

r e l i e f  as p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  if t he  co u rt ,  u p o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  the t e s t i m o n y  of the 

s p o u s e  or s p o u s e s  at the h e a r i n g ,  f i n d s tha t

(1) th e  s p o u s e s  u n d e r s t a n d  f u l l y  the n a t u r e  an d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

of t h e i r  a c t i o n ;
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(2) th e  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the  s p o u s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  c h i l d  c u s­

tody, c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  s p o u s a l  s u p p o r t  an d ta x c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  

if any, d i v i s i o n  of p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a l l o c a t i o n  of o b l i g a t i o n s  a r e  not 

g r o s s l y  u n f a i r ,  u n j u s t ,  or i n e q u i t a b l e  a n d  ar e  in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of 

the c h i l d r e n  of th e  m a r r i a g e ,  if any; a n d

(3) the c o n d i t i o n s  i n  see. 231(a) of t h i s  c h a p t e r  h a v e  b e e n

m e t .

(b) If the p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  b y  one s p o u s e  u n d e r  sec, 231(b) of 

t hi s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  court m a y  g r a n t  the s p o u s e s  a f i n a l  d e c r e e  of d i s­

so l u t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r e  to the p e t i t i o n e r  hi s  or h e r  p r i o r  n ame, w h e n  so 

r e q u e s t e d ,  if th e  court, u p o n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a f f i d a v i t s  s u p p l i e d  by 

t he s p o u s e  a n d  the t e s t i m o n y  of the  s p o u s e  at th e  h e a r i n g ,  f i n d s  t h a t

(1) the s p o u s e  p r e s e n t  at the h e a r i n g  u n d e r s t a n d s  f u l l y  the 

n a t u r e  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of hi s  or h e r  a c t i o n ;  an d

(2) th e  c o n d i t i o n s  in sec. 231(b) of this c h a p t e r  h a v e  b e e n

m e t .

(c) The c o u r t  s h a l l  d i s m i s s  or c o n t i n u e  a n  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  

secs, 231 - 237 of t his c h a p t e r  b e f o r e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  m a d e  if

(1) a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  o b j e c t s  to a t e r m

of a n y  of t h e  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  the s p o u s e s ;

(2) e i t h e r  of th e  s p o u s e s  w i t h d r a w s  f r o m  an y  o f  the a g r e e -

m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 231(a) of this c ha p t e r ;  or

(3) t he  p e t i t i o n  a l l e g e s  tha t  the c o n d i t i o n s  i n sec. 231(b)

of this  c h a p t e r  exist, bu t  th e  w h e r e a b o u t s  of th e  a b s e n t  s p o u s e  b e c o m e s  

k n o w n  to t h e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  or the c o u r t  b e f o r e  f i n d i n g s  a r e  m ade.

(d) The c o u r t s h a l l  d e n y  the r e l i e f  s o u g h t  in an  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  

u n d e r  sees. 231 - 237 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  if t h e  c o u r t  d o e s  not m a k e  the 

f i n d i n g s  r e q u i s i t e  u n d e r  (a) and (b) of t h i s  section.

(e) If the p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  by b o t h  s p o u s e s  u n d e r  sec. 231(a)
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of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  th e  c o u r t  s h a l l  r e s t o r e  t o  e i t h e r  s p o u s e  h i s or her 

p r i o r  n a m e ,  if so r e q u e s t e d ,  a n d  s hall f u l l y  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  set out in 

the d e c r e e  the a g r e e m e n t s  o f  t h e s p o u s e s  r e l a t i n g  to c h i l d  c u s t o d y ,  

c h i l d  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  s p o u s a l  s u pp o r t ,  d i v i s i o n  of p r o p e r t y ,  and 

th e  a l l o c a t i o n  of t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  of the s p o u s e s ;  a n d the c o u r t  sh a l l 

o r d e r  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h o s e  a g r e e m e n t s .  If the p e t i t i o n  is b r o u g h t  

b y  one s p o u s e  u n d e r  sec. 231(b) of t his c h a p t e r ,  the d e c r e e  s h a l l  s t a t e 

t h a t  it d o e s  n ot  b a r  f u t u r e  a c t i o n  on the i s s u e s  no t  r e s o l v e d  in the 

d e c r e e .

(f) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of secs. 231 - 237 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the c o u r t  m a y  n o t  a w a r d  as b e t w e e n  the s p o u s e s  a n y  r e a l  or 

p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  a c q u i r e d  b y  th e  s p o u s e s  b e f o r e  the d a t e  of t he  mar™ 

riage, u n l e s s  th e  s p o u s e s  e x p r e s s l y  a g r e e  o t h e r w i s e  or  the c o u r t  d e t e r­

mi n e s  th a t  s u c h  p r o p e r t y  s h o u l d  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b y  sale  or o t h e r  

c o n v e y a n c e ,  to e n s u r e  t h a t  the c h i l d r e n’s b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  ar e p r o v i d e d  

for. If t h e  c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the c h i l d r e n ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  r e q u i r e  

a n  a w a r d  o f  p r e m a r i t a l  p r o p e r t y  b u t  the s p o u s e s  do n o t  ag r e e ,  the a c t i o n  

s h a l l  be d i s m i s s e d  or c o n t i n u e d .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 5 .  E F F E C T  A N D  M O D I F I C A T I O N  O F  D E C R E E .  (a) A d e c r e e  

of d i s s o l u t i o n  i s s u e d  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of t his c h a p t e r  s h a l l  h a v e  

t h e  s a m e  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  as a d e c r e e  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  secs. 70 - 230 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r .

(b) A  d e c r e e  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of this 

c h a p t e r  m a y  be m o d i f i e d  or e n l a r g e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  by secs. 205 - 220 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 6 .  F O R M S .  (a) The D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  the  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m ,  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  forms 

a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  u s e  b y  p e r s o n s  w i s h i n g  to o b t a i n  a d i s s o l u t i o n  of 

t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of t h i s  c h a p t e r .  T h e s e  f o r m s  s h a l l
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c o n f o r m  to the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  

e x c e p t  tha t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  on the fo r m s  in l e g i b l e  h a n d w r i t i n g  

s h a l l  be a c c e p t a b l e .

(b) F o r m s  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  (a) of thi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  a v a i l­

abl e  to the p u b l i c  at e a c h  o f f i c e  of the d i v i s i o n  of s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  of 

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  e v e r y  s u p e r i o r  court, 

an d  w h e r e v e r  e l s e  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Law.

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 3 7 •  M I S C E L L A N E O U S .  No s p o u s e  m a y  be p r e c l u d e d  f r o m  

f i l i n g  a n  a c t i o n  f or  d i v o r c e  u n d e r  secs. 70 - 230 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  u p o n  

d i s m i s s a l  or d e n i a l  o f  a p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  u n d e r  secs. 231 - 237 of this 

chapter,

* Sec. 2. S e c t i o n  1 of t h i s  Act has the e f f e c t  of c h a n g i n g  A l a s k a  R u l e  of 

C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e  N u m b e r  76 b y  a l l o w i n g  the co u r t s  to a c c e p t  for f i l i n g  p l e a d­

ings w h i c h  are h a n d w r i t t e n  in part, S e c t i o n  1 of thi s  Ac t  a l s o  h as  the 

e f f e c t  of c h a n g i n g  A l a s k a  R u l e  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e  N u m b e r  3 b y  a l l o w i n g  c o u r t s  

to p r o c e e d  u p o n  t h e  f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c o m p l a i n t ,  a n d  A l a s k a  

R u l e  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e  N u m b e r  7 fey a l l o w i n g  t h e  f i l i n g  of s,n cigreed p o l l — 

tion. S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  Ac t  a l s o  has the e f f e c t  of a m e n d i n g  A l a s k a  R u l e  of 

C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e  N u m b e r  11 by r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  to be v e r i f i e d  in all 

s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  A l a s k a  R u l e  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e  N u m b e r  84 b y  e x c l u d i n g  the 

r e s t o r a t i o n  of a p r i o r  n a m e  in a d i v o r c e  or d i s s o l u t i o n .
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