
i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

o

10

I 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  F r e e m a n , A n d e r s o n
H. B e i r n e , et al

O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 4 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  Rules

IN T H E  H O U S E B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 808 (Judic ia r y )

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  ~ S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  s t a t e  l a n d  to be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  as j

h o m e s i t e s ."

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E  O F  ACT. The l o n g s t a n d i n g  p o l i c y  of th e  state, d e­

c l a r e d  in th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  (art. V I I I ,  sec. 1) and the

A l a s k a  L a n d  Ac t  (AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 5 0 ) ,  ha s  b e e n  to e n c o u r a g e  the s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

s t a t e ' s  l a n d  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of its r e s o u r c e s  by m a k i n g  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e  

for m a x i m u m  u s e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  In a u t h o r i z i n g  the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of l a n d  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  as h o m e s i t e s ,  t h i s  Act is i n t e n d e d  to 

f u r t h e r  t h a t  p o l i c y  e x p l i c i t l y ,  by r e c o g n i z i n g  t hat th e  I m m e d i a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  

of r e v e n u e s  to t h e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  the a u c t i o n  of l a n d  to the h i g h e s t  bidde r ,  

v i r t u a l l y  t h e  o n l y  m e t h o d  by w h i c h  s t a t e  l a n d  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the 

p u b l i c  fo r  r e s i d e n t i a l  u se, is s e c o n d a r y  in i m p o r t a n c e  to the p r i m a r y a n d  

U t i m a t e l y  m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e ,  g o a l  of p r o v i d i n g  l a n d  fo r  Alaskan; 

to s e t t l e  at a c o s t  r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  m e a n s ,  a n d  t hat the h i g h e s t  and 

b e s t  u s e  of s o m e  l a n d  m a y  c l e a r l y  be for  h a b i t a t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 3 8 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 2 7 .  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF L A N D  F O R  H O M E S I T E  ENTRY. (a)

!
The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  c l a s s i f y  a n d  s u r v e y  for h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  s t a t e  land 

w h i c h  is o t h e r w i s e  v a c a n t ,  u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  a n d  u n r e s e r v e d  an d  is s u i t a b l e  

fo r  e r e c t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  to u s e  as a p e r m a n e n t  abode. A 

p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  la w  to a c q u i r e  s t a t e  l a n d  m a y  e n t e r  u p o n  homesite!
j

e n t r y  l a n d  u n d e r  a p e r m i t  I s s u e d  by the d i r e c t o r  and, a f t e r  o c c u p y i n g
j

the l a n d  i n  a h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g  fo r  a p e r i o d  of not les s t h a n  s e v e n  j
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m o n t h s  e a c h  y e a r  for t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  and  p a y i n g  the cos t of 

h a v i n g  t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y e d ,  he s h a l l  be i s s u e d  a p a t e n t  to the land  

c o n v e y i n g  an u n e n c u m b e r e d  title. E n t r y  a n d  p a t e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

ar e  s u b j e c t  to the f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s :

(1) H o m e s i t e  e n t r y  l a n d  s h a l l  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  p a r c e l s  no t  

e x c e e d i n g  t w o  a n d  o n e - h a l f  acr e s ,  in rea.sonably c o m p a c t  form.

(2) O f f e r i n g s  of h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  l and s h a ll  be m a d e  on a 

r o t a t i n g  r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  f r o m  a m o n g  the f o u r  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  of t he  

state.

(3) F o l l o w i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of l a n d  for h o m e s i t e  entry, the 

d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t h e  la n d  for at 

l e a s t t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  w e e k s  in at l e a s t  t h r e e  n e w s p a p e r s  of g e n e r a l  

c i r c u l a t i o n  in th e  state, at least one o f  w h i c h ,  if p o s s i b l e ,  s h a l l  be a 

n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in the v i c i n i t y  of the a v a i l a b l e  land.

(4) F e e s  for fi3.ing a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a y  no t  e x c e e d  $10. An 

a p p l i c a n t  m a y  a p p l y  for m o r e  t h a n  one a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s i t e  but n o  a p p l i­

cant, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m e m b e r s  of the same h o u s e h o l d ,  m a y  be I s s u e d  m o r e  

t h a n  one h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  p e r m i t  or p a t e n t  d u r i n g  the l i f e t i m e  of the 

a p p l i c a n t .

(5) I f  the n u m b e r  of a p p l i c a n t s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  

e x c e e d s  the n u m b e r  of a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s i t e s  o f f e r e d ,  or if s e v e r a l  a p p l i -  j 

c ants a p p l y  a n d  q u a l i f y  for the s ame h o m e s i t e ,  p r i o r i t y  in a w a r d  of an 

e n t r y  p e r m i t  s h a l l  be a c c o r d e d  f i r s t  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  h o l d s  no t i t l e  

to, or i n t e r e s t  o t h e r  t h a n  as a t e n a n t  for a l i m i t e d  term, in a d w e l l i n g  

s u i t a b l e  as a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of a b o d e  ( i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to a 

m o b i l e  h o m e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of w h e t h e r  or not it is a t t a c h e d  to l a n d  or 

c o n n e c t e d  to u t i l i t i e s ) ,  a n d  s e c o n d  on th e b a s i s  of l e n g t h  o f  r e s i d e n c e  

in the state.

(6) To q u a l i f y  fo r  h o m e s i t e  en t r y , a n  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  

8 0 8 ( J u d i c i a r y )  -2-
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(A) at the time of a pplication have attained the age of

18;

(B) submit proof of not less than three years continuous

res i d e n c e  in the state immediately preceding the date his a p p l i c a­

tion was submitted;

(C) agree, w i t h i n  a period of time d e t e rmined to be 

reasonable by the director, to erect the habitable dwelling;

(D) agree to pay for the survey required under this 

subsection before a patent is issued; and

(E) agree to occupy the habitable dwel l i n g  for the r e­

quired time as provided in this subsection.

(b) An applicant s a t i sfying the requirements for homesite entry 

under this s e c t i o n  shall be issued a revocable permit to occupy and im­

prove the home s i t e  for patent as provided in this section. The appli­

cation fee is the sole rent chargeable on the permit for its duration. 

The permit m a y  not be r e v oked except for substantial b reach of the terms 

and conditions of the homesite entry under (a) of this section. The

permit may not be assigned, conveyed or otherwise transferred, but

rights under the permit may devolve by testate or intestate succession. 

An attempt to assign, convey, or to otherwise transfer the permit, is 

void and constitutes a substantial breach.

(c) Upo n  r e v o c a t i o n  and termination of a permit, improvements or 

chattels upon the homesite shall be managed, and subsequent issuance of 

a permit for entry on the homes i t e  shall be conditioned, in the same 

m a n n e r  as provided in sec. 90 of this chapter for removal or reversion 

of improvements upon t e r m i n a t i o n  of leases of state land.

(d) No state land wh i c h  is located w ithin the boundaries of an 

organized b o r o u g h  or city may be classified for homesite entry under 

this section until the p r o p o s e d  use of the land has been studied and
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r e v i e w e d  j o i n t l y  by th e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  the l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  o r  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 9 0  p r e v e n t s  the d i r e c t o r  f r o m  J

s e l e c t i n g  a n d  c l a s s i f y i n g  for h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  l a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  

be a v a i l a b l e  fo r  b o r o u g h  or c it y  s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 9 0 .  If c l a s­

si f i e d  fo r  h o m e s i t e  en t r y ,  the l a n d  s h a l l  not be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c i t y  or 

b o r o u g h  s e l e c t i o n.

(e) N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  o b l i g a t e s  the s t a t e  to p r o v i d e  ser -  

v i c e s  to l a n d s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  a n d  p a t e n t .

(f) In t h i s  s e c t i o n  " h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g "  m e a n s  a d w e l l i n g  of a 

p e r m a n e n t  n a t u r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f i x t u r e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e d  or c u s t o m a r y  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the l a n d  

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y . The c o m m i s s i o n e r  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  s h a l l  

e s t a b l i s h  r e a s o n a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to s a t i s f y  th e  s t a n d a r d  o f  a h a b i t a b l e  

d w e l l i n g  set ou t in t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .
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