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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  a u t h o r i z i n g  s ta t e  l a n d  to be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  as

h o m e s i t e s ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E  O F  ACT. The l o n g s t a n d i n g  p o l i c y  of the  state, d e­

c l a r e d  in th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  (art. V I I I ,  sec. 1) an d  the 

A l a s k a  L a n d  Act (AS 3 8 . 0 5 * 3 5 0 ) ,  has b e e n  to e n c o u r a g e  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  of the 

s t a t e ' s  l a n d  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of its r e s o u r c e s  b y  m a k i n g  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e  

for m a x i m u m  u s e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  In a u t h o r i z i n g  the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  l a n d  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  as h o m e s i t e s ,  t h i s  Act is i n t e n d e d  to 

f u r t h e r  t h a t  p o l i c y  e x p l i c i t l y ,  b y  r e c o g n i z i n g  that the i m m e d i a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  

of r e v e n u e s  to t h e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  the a u c t i o n  of l and to the h i g h e s t  b i d d e r ,  

v i r t u a l l y  th e  o n l y  m e t h o d  b y  w h i c h  s t a t e  l a n d  has b e e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to the 

p u b l i c  fo r  r e s i d e n t i a l  use, is s e c o n d a r y  in i m p o r t a n c e  to th e  p r i m a r y ,  and 

U l t i m a t e l y  m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  p r o d u c t i v e  g oal, of p r o v i d i n g  l a n d  for Alaskans 

to s e t t l e  at a c o s t  r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  m e a n s ,  a n d  that t h e  h i g h e s t  and 

b e s t  us e  of some l a n d  m a y  c l e a r l y  b e  f or  h a b i t a t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS 3 8 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 2 7 .  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N  OF L A N D  F O R  H O M E S I T E  ENTRY. (a)

Th e  d i r e c t o r  m a y  c l a s s i f y  fo r  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  s t a t e  lan d  w h i c h  Is o t h e r­

w i s e  v a c a n t ,  u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  a n d  u n r e s e r v e d  an d  is s u i t a b l e  for e r e c t i o n  

of a r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g  to us e  as a p e r m a n e n t  abode. A p e r s o n  q u a l i­

fie d  u n d e r  l a w  to a c q u i r e  s t a t e  l a n d  m a y  e n t e r  u p o n  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  land 

u n d e r  a p e r m i t  i s s u e d  by  th e  d i r e c t o r  and, a f t e r  o c c u p y i n g  the land  in a 

h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g  fo r  a p e r i o d  of not l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n  m o n t h s  e a c h  yea r
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for t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  years, he shall be i s s u e d  a p a t e n t  to the l and 

c o n v e y i n g  an u n e n c u m b e r e d  title. E n t r y  and  p a t e n t  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  

are s u b je c t  to the f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  an d p r o c e d u r e s :

(1) H o m e s i t e  e n tr y  l an d  s hall be  d i v i d e d  int o  p a r c e l s  not 

e x c e e d i n g  two acres, in r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  form.

(2) I n s o f a r  as f e a s i b l e , o f f e r i n g s  of h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  lan d  

s hall be m a d e  o n  a r o t a t i n g  r e g i o n a l  b a s i s  a n d  at a r a t e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

the p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s e s  of the d i v i s i o n  an d t a k i n g  int o  a c c o u n t  o t h e r  

s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the d iv ision.

(3) F o l l o w i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of lan d  f o r  h o m e s i t e  entry, the 

d i r e c t o r  s hall p u b l i s h  n o t i c e  of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of the la n d  in at 

l east t h r e e  n e w s p a p e r s  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in t h e  state, at l east one 

of wh i ch ,  if p o s s i b l e  s h al l  be a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in the 

v i c i n i t y  of the a v a i l a b l e  lands.

(4) F e e s  for f i l i n g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  m a y  not e x c e e d  $10. A n  

a p p l i c a n t  m a y  a p p l y  for m o r e  t h a n  one a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s i t e  but, no a p p l l -

9
cant m a y  be i s s u e d  m o r e  t h a n  one h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  p e r m i t  or p a t e n t  d u r i n g  j 

t he l i f e t i m e  of the a p p l i c a n t .

(5) If t h e n u m b e r  of a p p l i c a n t s  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  

e x c e e d s  th e  n u m b e r  of a v a i l a b l e  h o m e s i t e s  o f f e r e d ,  or if s e v e r a l  a p p l i­

cants a p p l y  an d q u a l i f y  for the same h o m e s i t e ,  p r i o r i t y  in a w a r d  of an 

e n t r y  p e r m i t  s hall be a c c o r d e d  o n  the b a s i s  of p r o o f  of l e n g t h  of 

r e s i d e n c e  w i t h i n  the s tate and to an a p p l i c a n t  w ho, at t he  t i m e  of 

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  h o l d s  no t i t l e  to, or inte r e s t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  as a t e n a n t  for

a l i m i t e d  term, in a d w e l l i n g  s u i t a b l e  as a. p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  of a b o d e  j

( i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to a m o b i l e  h o m e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of w h e t h e r  or I

not it is a t t a c h e d  to l a n d  or c o n n e c t e d  to u t i l i t i e s ) .

(6) To q u a l i f y  for h o m e s i t e  entry, a n  a p p l i c a n t  s hall

(A) at the t ime of a p p l i c a t i o n  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  the  l e g a l  
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(B) s u b m i t  p r o o f  o f  not less t h a n  t h r e e  ye ar s '  c o n t i n -  ; 

u o u s  r e s i d e n c e  in t h e  s t a t e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  d a t e  his 

a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d ;

(C) w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  d e t e r m i n e d  to be r e a s o n a b l e  

b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r ,  e r e c t  th e  h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g ;

(D) a g r e e  to h a v e  a la n d  s ur v e y  m a d e  w h i c h  is a p p r o v e d  ■

by t h e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  is m a d e  at th e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  e x p e n s e ;  a n d

(E) a g r e e  to o c c u p y  the h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g  for the  r e­

q u i r e d  t i m e  as p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .

'(b) A n  a p p l i c a n t  s a t i s f y i n g  the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h al l  be i s s u e d  a r e v o c a b l e  p e r m i t  to o c c u p y  a n d  i m - : 

p r o v e  th e  h o m e s i t e  for p a t e n t  as p r o v i d e d  in thi s  secti o n .  The a p p l i­

c a t i o n  fe e  is t h e  s ole r e n t  c h a r g e a b l e  o n  th e  p e r m i t  for its d u r a t i o n .  

T h e  p e r m i t  m a y  no t be r e v o k e d  e x c e p t  for s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a c h  of the  terms 

a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  u n d e r  (a) of thi s  section. The 

p e r m i t  m a y  no t  be a s s i g n e d  or o t h e r w i s e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  but r i g h t s  u n d e r  

t h e  p e r m i t  m a y  d e v o l v e  b y  t e s t a t e  or i n t e s t a t e  s u c c e s s i o n .  An a t t e m p t  

to a s s i g n ,  or to o t h e r w i s e  t r a n s f e r  the p e r m i t ,  is v o i d  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r e a c h .

(c) U p o n  r e v o c a t i o n  a n d  t e r m i n a t i o n  of a p e r m i t ,  i m p r o v e m e n t s  or 

c h a t t e l s  u p o n  th e  h o m e s i t e  s h a l l  be m a n a g e d ,  and  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u a n c e  of 

a p e r m i t  for e n t r y  on th e h o m e s i t e  s h a l l  be c o n d i t i o n e d ,  in the same 

m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 90 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  for r e m o v a l  or r e v e r s i o n  

o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  u p o n  t e r m i n a t i o n  of l e a s e s  of s t a te  land.

(d) No s t a t e  l a n d  w h i c h  is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of an 

o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  or c i t y  m a y  be c l a s s i f i e d  for h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  u n d e r  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  u n t i l  the p r o p o s e d  us e  of th e  l an d  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  and 

r e v i e w e d  j o i n t l y  b y  the d i r e c t o r  a n d  the  l o c a l  p l a n n i n g  a u t h o r i t y .
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N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  or AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 9 0  p r e v e n t s  the d i r e c t o r  f r o m  

s e l e c t i n g  a n d  c l a s s i f y i n g  for h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  l and w h i c h  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  

be a v a i l a b l e  for b o r o u g h  or c i t y  s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 9 0 .  If c l a s­

si f i e d  fo r  h o m e s i t e  entry, the l and s h a l l  not be a v a i l a b l e  for c i t y  or 

b o r o u g h  selec t i o n.

(e) N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  o b l i g a t e s  the s t a t e  to p r o v i d e  s e r­

vic e s  to l a n d s  w h i c h  a r e  the s u b j e c t  o f  h o m e s i t e  e n t r y  a n d  p a te n t .

(f) In thi s  s e c t i o n  " h a b i t a b l e  d w e l l i n g "  m e a n s  a d w e l l i n g  o f  a 

p e r m a n e n t  n a t u r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f i x t u r e s  an d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  r e q u i r e d  or c u s t o m a r y  in the v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  lan d  

ma d e  a v a i l a b l e  for h o m e s i t e  entry. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  by r e g u l a t i o n  s h a l l  

e s t a b l i s h  r e a s o n a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to s a t i s f y  the s t a n d a r d  of a h a b i t a b l e  

d w e l l i n g  set out in this su b se c t i o n .
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