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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 1 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  State A f f a i r s  and
F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E
BY H A U G E N , E L I A S O N  A N D  
F R E E M A N

IN L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 741

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n ;  an d

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 4 . 4 4 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 4 4 . 0 1 0 .  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ;  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  [ C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF

H I G H W A Y S ] .  (a) T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n  in t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  is u n d e r  the c o n t r o l  and  s u p e r -  j 

v i s i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h o s e  d u ti e s  

t h a t  m a y  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  by law, or d e l e g a t e d  to h i m  by the c o m m i s s i o n ,  

ar e  v e s t e d  in t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

( b ) T h e  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s  

is the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s .

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 4 4  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 4 4 . 0 1 5 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  A N D  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E  OF C O M M I S S I O N E R ;

V A C A N C Y .  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s  

f r o m  a l i s t  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  n o m i n a t e d  by the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s­

sion, s u b j e c t  to the r i g h t  of t h e  g o v e r n o r  to r e q u e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  n o m i n a­

tions. Th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  c o n f i r m e d  by a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m b e r s  

of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  s e ss i o n .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s  serves 

fo r  a t e r m  of f i v e  years.

(b) If a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  i n  the o f f i c e  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h i g h­

ways, the  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a s u c c e s s o r  for  the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  in 

th e  sam e m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  for o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t .

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  dat e . "

(c) T h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n  ma y  s u b m i t  a r e s o l u t i o n  to the



g o v e r n o r  r e q u e s t i n g  the r e m o v a l  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  Th e  r e s o l u t i o n  

s hall set out the g r o u n d s  for the r e q u e s t ,  an d  the g o v e r n o r  s hall g i v e  

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  an d the c o m m i s s i o n  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to be heard.

Sec. 3. AS 1 9 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read;

Sec. 19.05 . 0 10 .  C O M M I S S I O N  [ D E P A R T M E N T ]  T O  S U P E R V I S E  H I G H W A Y  

SYSTEM. The d e p a r t m e n t  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e p l a n n i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  [,] p r o t e c t i o n  [AND C O N T R O L ]  of the s t a t e  h i g h w a y  

s y s t e m  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  an d  c o n t r o l  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s­

s i o n .

Sec. 4. AS 1 9 . 0 5 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 19.05 . 0 2 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  S u b j e c t  to the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e­

dur e  Act (AS 44.62), the c o m m i s s i o n  [THE D E P A R T M E N T ]  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

[ A D O P T  R U L E S  AND ] r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e  of 

chs. 5 - 25 of this title.

Sec. 5 . AS i 9 .O5 .i3O is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read;

(14) " c o m m i s s i o n” m e a n s  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 6. AS 19 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read;

C H A P T E R  7- A L A S K A  H I G H W A Y  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 1 9 . 0 7 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N  C R EA T E D .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  the A l a s k a  

H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n­

sists of five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  

by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t s e s sion.

Sec. 19.0 7 . 0 2 0 ,  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  E a c h  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r  shall be 

a r e s i d e n t  of the s t a t e  f o r  one y e a r  b e f o r e  a p p o i n t m e n t  and w h i l e  serving 

o n  the c o m m i s s i o n .  One m e m b e r  s h a l l be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  eac h  j u d i c i a l  

d i s t r i c t  an d  one s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  at large.

Sec. 19.07 . 0 3 0 .  T E R M  OF OFFIC E ;  V A C A N C I E S .  The m e m b e r s  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  fo r  s t a g g e r e d  five-year- terms, w i t h  t h e  

t e r m  of o f f i c e  of one m e m b e r  e x p i r i n g  e a c h  year. T h e  f irst m e m b e r s
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a p p o i n t e d  s e r v e  for t e r m s  of one, two, three, four, an d  five years. 

I n i t i a l  t e r m s  d a t e  f r o m  F e b r u a r y  1 i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t .

If a v a c a n c y  o c c u r s ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  f il l  it by a p p o i n t m e n t  fo r  the 

u n e x p i r e d  t e rm ,  and th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  s h a l l be s u b m i t t e d  to the l e g i s l a­

tu r e  f o r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  at th e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  s e ssion.

Sec. 1 9 . 0 7 . 0 4 0 .  R E M O V A L  OF C O M M I S S I O N  M E M B E R S .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  may 

r e m o v e  a c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r  f o r  i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  n e g l e c t  of duty, or m i s­

co n d u c t  in o f f i c e  by d e l i v e r i n g  to h i m  a w r i t t e n  c o p y  of the c h a r g e s  

a n d  g i v i n g  h i m  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to be h e a r d  in p e r s o n  or t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l  

at a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t he  g o v e r n o r  or h i s d e s i g n e e  u p o n  at least 

10 d a y s  n o t i c e  by c e r t i f i e d  or r e g i s t e r e d  m ail. T h e  m e m b e r  has the 

r i g h t  to c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b y  a n d  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  of al l  w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  

him. U p o n  r e m o v a l  th e  g o v e r n o r  or hi s  d e s i g n e e  s h a l l  fil e  a c o m p l e t e  

s t a t e m e n t  of a l l  c h a r g e s  m a d e  a g a i n s t  the m e m b e r  a n d  the f i n d i n g s  in 

th e  o f f i c e  of the  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .

Sec. 1 9 . 0 7 . 0 5 0 .  O F F I C E R S .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  and  v i c e - c h a i r m a n  s h a l l 

be e l e c t e d  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  fo r  a o n e - y e a r  term, and 

no m e m b e r  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  s e r v e  as c h a i r m a n  fo r  m o r e  t h a n  two 

c o n s e c u t i v e  o n e - y e a r  terms.

Sec. 1 9 . 0 7 . 0 6 0 .  M E E T I N G S ,  R U L E S ,  V O T E S  R E Q U I R E D .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s­

s i o n  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  its o w n  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e .  A q u o r u m  is a m a j o r i t y  

of t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

(b) Th e v o t e s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be r e c o r d e d ,  a n d  

e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  the a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the c o m­

m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .  No c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r  may, w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a 

m a t t e r  b e f o r e  th e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  v o t e  f o r or on b e h a l f  of, or in a n y  wa y  

e x e r c i s e  th e  v o t e  of, a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  of the c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at l east o n c e  q u a r t e r l y  at a time 

a n d  p l a c e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the c h a i r m a n ,  an d  at o t h e r  t im e s  a n d  p l a c e s  as
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the c h a irman, a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n ,  or th e  c o m­

m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s  c o n s i d e r  n e ce s s a r y .

Sec. 19.07 . 0 70 .  OFFICE. The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  its o f f i c e

at the p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e  of the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 19.07 . 0 80 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  P E R  DIEM. M e m b e r s  of th e  c o m m i s­

si o n  serve w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  but are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  an d  tr a v e l

e x p e n s e s  as m a y  be a u t h o r i z e d  by law for b o a r d s  and  c o m m i s s i o n s .

See. 1 9 . 0 7 . 0 8 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(2 ) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s .

* Sec. 7 . If at any time l e g i s l a t i o n  is e n a c t e d  c r e a t i n g  a D e p a r t m e n t  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  w i t h i n  that 

d e p a r t m e n t  of the f u n ct i o n s ,  p o w e r s  and d u t i e s  of the e x i s t i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  of j 

H i g h w a y s  and the d i v i s i o n s  of m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  w a t e r s  an d  h a r b o r s ,  

a v i a t i o n  and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  the A l a s k a  

H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  Its m e m b e r s ,  o f f i c e r s  and e m p l o y e e s ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  d u t i e s,  j  

an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s h a l l  be t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s  to 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  an d  the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  n ame s h a l l  be c h a n g e d  

f r o m  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  C o m m i s s i o n  to the A l a s k a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Boa r d .  The 

b o a r d  s h a l l  h a v e  the same a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s­

porta t i o n ,  and the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  as the c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  w i t h  

re s p e c t  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s ,  an d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s .

* Sec. 8 . T his Act t a ke s  e f f e c t  Jul y  1, 1976.
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