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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act c r e a t i n g  a cod e  r e v i s i o n  c o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o­

v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 4 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 2 4 . 2 0 . 0 7 5 .  A L A S K A  C O D E  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) Th e  Cod e R e v i s i o n  

C o m m i s s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  as a p e r m a n e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

(b) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  on e  f r o m  e ac h  

ho u s e ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ;  one p u b l i c  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  

by  t h e  g o v e r n o r ;  a d e s i g n e e  of the c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of the s u p r e m e  court; 

a n d  a d e s i g n e e  of th e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the b o a r d  of 

g o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  L e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  

o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  at th e  p l e a s u r e  of 

th e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  M e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  the s t a n d a r d  p e r  d i e m  for 

b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  o r  t h e  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  p e r  d i e m  if t h e y  are  l e g i s l a­

to r s ,  f o r  d a y s  s p e n t  o n  c o m m i s s i o n  b u s i n e s s .  The c o m m i s s i o n  s e l e c t s  its 

c h a i r m a n  a n d  v i c e - c h a i r m a n .  Th e  d i r e c t o r  of legal s e r v i c e s  f o r  the 

L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  or h i s  d e s i g n e e ,  s e r v e s  as e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e­

t a r y  for t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

(c) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) e x a m i n e  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e an d  j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  

to d i s c o v e r  d e f e c t s  a n d  a n a c h r o n i s m s  i n  the law;

(2) r e v i e w  a n d  c o n s i d e r  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e s  in the l a w  r e c o m­

m e n d e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  L a w  I n s t i t u t e ,  the N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of C o m­

m i s s i o n e r s  on U n i f o r m  S t a t e  L aws, t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  the
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s u p r e m e  court* t h e  s t a t e  or l o c a l  ba r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t­

me n t s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  b oa r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  of the e x e c u t i v e  or j u d i c i a l  

b r a n c h ,  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s  of  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h ;

(3) r e c e i v e  a n d  c o n s i d e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  the A l a s k a  b e n c h  

an d  bar, p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  as to a r e a s  of 

l a w  n e e d i n g  r e v i e w  a n d  r e m e d y ;

(̂ 1) r e c o m m e n d  c h a n g e s  in l aw  n e e d e d  to e l i m i n a t e  a n t i q u a t e d  

a n d  i n a d e q u a t e  r u l e s  of l a w  and  t o  b r i n g  t h e  la w  i n t o  h a r m o n y  w i t h  

c u r r e n t  n e e d s  an d  c o n d i t i o n s .

(d) The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

(1) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  and o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as n e c e s s a r y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  an d  s h a l l d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  fo r  

c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s ;

(2) e s t a b l i s h  on e  or m o r e  s u b c o m m i s s i o n s  to a s s i s t  it in 

t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  its duti es .

(e) The s t a f f  of th e L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  s e r v e s  as s t a f f  

fo r  th e  c o m m i s s i o n .  S u b j e c t  to a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the p u r p o s e ,  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  th e a g e n c y  to c o n t r a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  or 

p e r s o n s  for the p e r f o r m a n c e  of n e c e s s a r y  s e r v ic e s .

(f) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  its r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  

a n d  d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n  as to r e v i s i o n  of law, to th e L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  

a n d  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e m  to the g o v e r n o r ,  m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

a n d  the c h i e f  j u s t i c e  of th e  s u p r e m e  court.

(g) A l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  anc 

d o c u m e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to the a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  oi 

its work.

(h) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m a k e  a f o r m a l  r e q u e s t  to the l e g i s l a t i v e  

c o u n c i l  fo r  f u n d s  it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  for the p e r  diem, t r a v e l ,  a n d  

c o n t r a c t u a l  e x p e n s e s  of the c o m m i s s i o n .  F u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  to the
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commission are to be disbursed and accounted for under procedures r e­

quired by the Legislative Affairs Agency. The commission chairman shall 

approve all expenditure documents.

* Sec. 2. CRIMI N A L  LAW REVI S I O N  SUBCOMMISSION. (a) There is established 

as a s u b c ommission of the Code Revi s i o n  Commission the Criminal Law Revision 

Subcommission.

(b) The s u b c o m m i s s i o n  established in (a) of this section is composed of 

the following

(1) the chairman of the j u diciary committee of the state house of

representatives or his designee from that committee and the chairman of the 

judiciary committee of the state senate or his designee from that committee;

(2) the attorney general, or his designee;

(3) the commissioner of public safety, or his designee;

(4) the dire c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of corrections, Department of

H e a l t h  and S ocial Services, or his designee;

(5) a judge of the superior court appointed by the chief justice;

(6) a judge of the district court appointed by the chief justice;

(7) the public defender, or his designee;

(8) one m a y o r  or his designee, from a municipality, designated by

the council;

(9) one person, r e p r e s entative of rural Alaska, designated by the

council;

(11) two a t torneys experienced in the practice of criminal law

appointed by the B o a r d  of Governors of the Alaska Bar Association;

(11) two representatives of the general public appointed by 

the L egislative Council.

(c) An a p p o i n t i n g  authority or a designated member of the subcommission 

may name a n  alternate to serve in his stead when the member is unable to 

attend a meeting.
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(d) M e m b e r s  o f  the s u b c o m m i s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  

s e r v e  ex o f f i c i o  or at the p l e a s u r e  of the a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

(e) P u b l i c  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  no s a l a r y  but ar e  e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  an d  

t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by l a w  f o r o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

(f) The s u b c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) a d v i s e  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h r o u g h  the C ode 

R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  on n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e v i s i o n  of th e  c r i m i n a l  

law;

(2) p r e p a r e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i s i o n  of the s t a t e  c r i m i n a l  laws 

i n c l u d i n g  bu t  not l i m i t e d  to n e c e s s a r y  s u b s t a n t i v e  a n d  t o p i c a l  r e v i s i o n s  of 

crimes, c r i m i n a l  p r o c e d u r e ,  s e n t e n c i n g ,  a nd  p a r o l e  a n d  p r o b a t i o n  of o f f e n -

i ders, f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(3) c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  of c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ;

(4) s u b j e c t  to a p p r o v a l  of the Code R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  r e c e i v e  

a n d  e x p e n d  g r a n t s  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f r o m  p r i v a t e  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s o u r c e s  

for the p u r p o s e  o f  c a r r y i n g  out its d u t i e s  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n;

(5) r e q u e s t  the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  t h r o u g h  th e  C ode 

R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  to c o n t r a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  or p e r s o n s  for the 

p e r f o r m a n c e  of n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s ;

(6) s u b m i t  a r e p o r t  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  the Cod e R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  to the c o u n c i l  c o n c e r n i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e  or 

t o p i c a l  r e v i s i o n s  to the c r i m i n a l  laws  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  1, 1977.

(g) The s u b c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n  a n d  v i c e - c h a i r m a n  f r o m  

a m o n g  its m e m b e r s .

(h) The s u b c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  as 

n e c e s s a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  the s t a t e a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u o r u m  for 

c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

55 Sec. 3. The s u b c o m m i s s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  sec. 2 of t his A c t e x p i r e s  

J a n u a r y  15, 1978.
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* S e c .  4 .  T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w it h  AS 0 1 .1 0 .
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