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IN T H E  H O U S E  BY M. B E I R N E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 636 
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 21 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  88. H E A L T H  C A R E  P R O V I D E R S .

Sec, 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 1 0 .  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF P U R P OS E .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds 

tha t a h e a l t h  c a r e  e m e r g e n c y  e x i s t s  b e c a u s e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  are 

u n a b l e  to o b t a i n  a d e q u a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  at r e a s o n a b l e  

cost. T h e  e m e r g e n c y  p o s e s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  to the h e a l t h  car e  of the 

p e o p l e  of t h i s  s t a t e  b e c a u s e  h e a l t h  c are p r o v i d e r s  m u s t  e i t h e r  p r a c t i c e  

w i t h o u t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  or w i t h d r a w  f r o m  the state.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 2 0 .  P A T I E N T  C O M P E N S A T I O N  FUND. (a) A p a t i e n t  c o m p e n­

sa t i o n  fund is e s t a b l i s h e d  to be a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of ,

c o m m e r c e .  T h e  f u n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n n u a l  p a y m e n t s  f r o m  e a c h  h e a l t h  car e '

p r o v i d e r  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  in the s tate a n d  a s t a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

w h i c h  is in t h e  n a t u r e  of  a n  i n t e r e s t - f r e e  loan.

(b) E a c h  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  m a y  c o n t r i b u t e  a n n u a l l y  to the fund *

a n  a m o u n t  e q u a l  to 0.5 p e r  cen t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  of the g r o s s  re -

e e i p t s  as r e p o r t e d  in t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a l i c e n s e  or r e n e w a l  of a 

l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  B u s i n e s s  L i c e n s e  A c t  (AS 43.7 0 ) ;  1.0 p e r  cent 

of the g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  o v e r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  bu t  u n d e r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ;  and  2.0 pe r  cent , 

of th e  g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  over. T h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  s h a l l  be ■ 

m a d e  w i t h i n  60 d a y s  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of thi s  Ac t  a n d  b e f o r e  •

A p r i l  1 of e a c h  f o l l o w i n g  year. I

I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 3 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y
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(c) Th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p a y  f r o m  the f u n d  t hat p o r t i o n  of all 

c l a i m s  a w a r d e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  w h i c h  e x c e e d  $2 5 ,0 0 0 .

(d) Th e  s t a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be j

r e p a i d  to the g e n e r a l  f u n d  in a n n u a l  p a y m e n t s  of $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 , or the a m o u n t

b y  w h i c h  th e  fun d  e x c e e d s  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  on F e b r u a r y  2 of e a c h  y e a r ,  w h i c h­

ev e r  is smaller.
i

(e) If, a f t e r  the l o a n  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  Is f u l l y  r e p a i d
I

a c c o r d i n g  to the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (d) of this s ec t i o n ,  the unobligated, 

r e m a i n d e r  of the fund  c o n t a i n s  $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  or m o r e  on F e b r u a r y  2 of any 

ye a r ,  the nex t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  d u e  u n d e r  (b) of th i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  

at a r a t e  o f  50 pe r  cent of t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  that s u b­

section. If the u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the f u n d  is less t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 j
1

o n  F e b r u a r y  2 o f  a ny  y e a r ,  the n ext c o n t r i b u t i o n  du e u n d e r  (b) of this j

s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  at a r a t e  of 200 p e r  c ent of the c o n t r i b u t i o n
!

r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h a t  s u b s e c t i o n .  I

1
Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 , 0 3 0 .  M E D I C A L  I N J U R I E S  C O M P E N S A T I O N  BOARD. (a) T h e r e

I

is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  th e  M e d i c a l  I n j u r i e s  C o m -  j

i
p e n s a t i o n  Bo a r d .  T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of s e v e n  m e m b e r s  as f o l lows: one

p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08,64 c h o s e n  f r o m  a lis t  of t h r e e  s u b m i t t e d  by 

the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  one p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  AS 0 8.08 c h o s e n  f r o m  a l i s t  of t h r e e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  the A l a s k a  B a r  

A s s o c i a t i o n ;  one h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  or a s s i s t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

c h o s e n  f r o m  a list of t h r e e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a­

tion; one d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .36 ; an d  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  w h o  are not 

m e d i c a l  care p r o v i d e r s  or a t t o r n e y s .  A p p o i n t m e n t s  are m a d e  by the 

g o v e r n o r  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .  j

Sec. 2 1 . 88 . 0 4 0 .  T E R M  AN D C O M P E N S A T I O N .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  f o u r -  

y e a r  terms. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e c e i v e  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  diem, as J

a l l o w e d  by la w  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  at the r a t e  of  $100 a d a y  w h i l e  the 
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Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 5 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF T H E  B O A R D .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l 

m a k e  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of l i a b i l i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to al l  c l a i m s  of m e d i c a l  

i n j u r y  a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r .  In c a s e s  w h e r e  the b o a r d  d e t e r­

m i n e s  the  h e a l t h  ca r e  p r o v i d e r  l i a b l e ,  th e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a w a r d  c o m p e n s a­

tor y  d a m a g e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  c h a p t e r .  T h e  b o a r d  

m a y  e m p l o y  s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  

i n c l u d i n g  a f u l l - t i m e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s ,  r e q u i r e  the 

p r o d u c t i o n  of d o c u m e n t s  a n d  g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l  of a n y  sort, r e q u i r e  the 

a p p e a r a n c e  of w i t n e s s e s  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  oaths.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 6 0 .  B A S I S  OF L I A B I L I T Y .  T h e  b o a r d  rnay find l i a b i l i t y  

a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  o n l y  u p o n  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  

tha t a n  i n j u r y  or d e a t h  w a s  p r o x i m a t e l y  c a u s e d  by the p r o v i d e r ' s  act or 

o m i s s i o n  a r i s i n g  out of or in th e  c o u r s e  of the r e n d e r i n g  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e  b y  the p r o v i d e r ,  a n d  that t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  (1) w a s  

n e g l i g e n t  in f a i l i n g  to c o n f o r m  to the s t a n d a r d  of t r e a t m e n t  p r e v a i l i n g  

at t h e  t i m e  of t h e  a s s e r t e d  act or o m i s s i o n ,  (2) b r e a c h e d  a w r i t t e n  

w a r r a n t y  of p e r f o r m a n c e  or r e s u l t ,  or (3) f a i l e d  to s e c u r e  I n f o r m e d  

c o n s e n t  as d e f i n e d  in sec. 200 of thi s  c h ap t e r .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 7 0 .  A D V I S O R Y  E X P E R T  PA N E L S .  Th e  b o a r d  s hall a p p o i n t ,  

for th e  p u r p o s e  of d e t e r m i n i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c t s  r e l e v a n t  to the l i a b i l i t y  of 

a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a g a i n s t  w h o m  a c l a i m  h a s  b e e n  m a d e ,  a t h r e e -  

m e m b e r  e x p e r t  a d v i s o r y  pan e l .  On e  of the p a n e l i s t s  a p p o i n t e d  to the 

p a n e l  s h a l l  be n o m i n a t e d  by the cl a i m a n t .  One  of the p a n e l i s t s  a p pointee 

to th e  p a n e l  s h a l l  be n o m i n a t e d  b y  the h e a l t h  c are p r o v i d e r  a g a i n s t  

w h o m  a c l a i m  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  T h e  t h i r d  m e m b e r  s h a l l be a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d !  

u n d e r  AS 08.64, w h o  is p r a c t i c i n g  In the state, a n d  s e l e c t e d  by the other! 

tw o  p a n e l i s t s .  If the b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the p a n e l i s t s  are u n a b l e  

to a g r e e  u p o n  a t h i r d  m e m b e r ,  the b o a r d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n

..q- H B  63 6
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as t h e  t h i r d  m e m be r .  Th e  p a n e l  m a y  c o n d u c t  a p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of 

th e  p e r s o n  o n  w h o s e  b e h a l f  th e  c l a i m  w a s  m a d e .  If the b o a r d  m a k e s  or j 

d e n i e s  a n  a w a r d  in a m a n n e r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the r e p o r t  of th e  a d v i s o r y  

panel., the b o a r d  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  in its d e c i s i o n  a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  j

s e t t i n g  out the s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  w h y  the a d v i c e  of the p a n e l  w a s  no t  j

j
f ol l o w e d . j

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 8 0 .  F I L I N G  OF A CLAIM. (a) A p e r s o n  a s s e r t i n g  a jj
I

c l a i m  a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  car e p r o v i d e r  m a y  p r e s e n t  his c l a i m  b e f o r e  the

b o a r d  by s u b m i t t i n g  to the b o a r d  a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  of the c l a i m

i n c l u d i n g  j

(1) t h e name, a d d r e s s ,  a n d  d a t e  of b i r t h  of the p e r s o n  w h o s e  ! 

i n j u r y  or d e a t h  g a v e  r i s e  to the claim;

(2) the g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of th e  i n j u r y  s u f f e r e d  or the c a u s e  of j 

dea th ;  j

(3) t h e  n a m e  of the m e d i c a l  c are p r o v i d e r  a g a i n s t  w h o m  l i a -  1
b i l i t y  is a s s e r t e d  for the i n j u r y  or death;

(ll) a s t a t e m e n t  of e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  f o r  m e d i c a l  care, r e -  j

h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  a n d  c u s t o d i a l  care a r i s i n g  f r o m  the i n j u r y  or d e a t h ,  an

'
e s t i m a t e  of loss of i n c o m e  a r i s i n g  f r o m  the i n j u r y  or d e a t h  a n d  a s t a t e­

me n t  of an y  o t h e r  d a m a g e  c l a i m e d  to be c o m p e n s a b l e  u n d e r  this c h a pt e r ;

(5) a c o m p l e t e  list of s o u r c e s  of i n c o m e  or b e n e f i t s ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  l ife i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  or w i l l  be p a i d  to 

c l a i m a n t  by r e a s o n  o f  the i n j u r y  or death.

(b) E v e r y  c l a i m  f i l e d  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be v e r i f i e d .

(c) Th e  b o a r d  w i t h i n  10 day s  of t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a c l a i m  s h a l l  n o t i f y  j
B

t he h e a l t h  ca r e  p r o v i d e r  a g a i n s t  w h o m  a c l a i m  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a n d  s h a l l  J 

i n c l u d e  in the  n o t i f i c a t i o n  a c o p y  of the c l a i m a n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t  of claim, jj

(d) T h e  h e a l t h  c are p r o v i d e r  a g a i n s t  w h o m  a c l a i m  ha s b e e n  m a d e  1 

s h a l l  file, w i t h i n  60 day s  f r o m  the d a t e  of p e r s o n a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of the
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Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 9 0 .  P E R I O D  OF L I M I T A T I O N .  A c l a i m  of l i a b i l i t y  

a r i s i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  m a y  not be 

b r o u g h t  a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  f r o m  the d a t e  of the act or o m i s s i o n  a l l e g e d  to 

h a v e  c a u s e d  t h e  i n j u r y  or dea t h ,  or, in t h e  c a s e  of a c h i l d  six y e a r s  of 

ag e  or less, a f t e r  h i s  e i g h t h  b i r t h d a y .  |

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 0 0 .  S U M M A R Y  D I S M I S S A L  OF CL A I M . If, u p o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  

of a s t a t e m e n t  of  cl a i m,  th e b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  the c l a i m  on its f a c e  is 

p a t e n t l y  u n m e r i t o r i o u s , it m a y  s u m m a r i l y  d i s m i s s  the c l a i m  w i t h  a 

w r i t t e n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  the d i s m i s s a l .  In the e v e n t  of 

s u m m a r y  d i s m i s s a l ,  a c l a i m a n t  m a y  p r o c e e d  i n  s u p e r i o r  c o u rt  as p r o v i d e d  

in sec. 170 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 1 0 .  P R O C E D U R E .  H e a r i n g s  b e f o r e  the b o a r d  s h a l l  be 

c o n d u c t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 44.62. for a d j u d i c a t i v e  

p r o c e d u r e s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c i e s .  On  c o m p l e t i o n  of a h e a r i n g ,  the 

b o a r d  s h a l l  e n t e r  its d e c i s i o n  in w r i t i n g  as to w h e t h e r  or n o t  the m e d i­

cal car e  p r o v i d e r  is l i a b l e  f o r  the i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  an d  the a m o u n t  of 

d a m a g e s  r e c o v e r a b l e  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r .  If t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  l i a b i l i t y  it 

s h a l l  e n t e r  a n  a w a r d  for the d a m a g e  r e c o v e r a b l e .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 2 0 .  C A L C U L A T I O N  OF A WA R D .  (a) A n  a w a r d  b a s e d  on 

l i a b i l i t y  of a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  m a y  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g  e l e m e n t s  

of d a m a g e

(1) d e a t h  or d i s a b i l i t y ,  n o t  to e x c e e d  $ 7 5 , 00 0 ;

(2) m e d i c a l  a n d  h o s p i t a l  e x p e n s e s  r e a s o n a b l y  i n c u r r e d ;

(3) a c t u a l  or p r o s p e c t i v e  los s  of e a r n i n g s ,  not to e x c e e d  

$ 1 , 2 0 0  a m o n t h  f o r  a p e r i o d  not e x c e e d i n g  12 0 m o n t h s ;  and

(4) r e a s o n a b l e  f u n e r a l  a n d  b u r i a l  e x p e n s e s .

(b) If a n  a w a r d  is m a d e  fo r  p r o s p e c t i v e  loss of e a r n i n g s ,  the 

b o a r d  m a y  d i r e c t  t h a t  p a y m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  at d e s i g n a t e d  i n t e r v a l s ,  be
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s u b j e c t  to m o d i f i c a t i o n  b a s e d  u p o n  a m a t e r i a l  c h a n g e  in the p h y s i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n  of the p e r s o n  d a m a g e d ,  an d  as a c o n d i t i o n  of the r i g h t  to 

r e c e i v e  p e r i o d i c  p a y m e n t s ,  the p e r s o n  d a m a g e d  s u b m i t  h i m s e l f  to an 

e x a m i n a t i o n  by an i n d e p e n d e n t  p h y s i c i a n  as th e  b o a r d  m a y  r e q u i r e .  A 

r e p o r t  of a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  the 

b o a r d .

(c) In d e t e r m i n i n g  the a m o u n t  of an a w a r d  for d i s a b i l i t y  or p r o­

sp e c t i v e  loss of e a r n i n g s , the ’coax’d s h a l l  t a k e  int o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the 

l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  of the c l a i m a n t  a n d  th e  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  of a p e r s o n  of 

s i m i l a r  age an d  o c c u p a t i o n  of the c l aimant.

(d) In c o m p u t i n g  d a m a g e s ,  the b o a r d  shall' e m p l o y  the d i s a b i l i t y  

t a b l e s  of the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  or o t h e r  s i m i l a r  tabl e s .  In 

the case of d i s a b i l i t y ,  the a w a r d  s h a l l  be d i m i n i s h e d  by th e  p r o p o r t i o n ,  

if any, of the d i s a b i l i t y  w h i c h  the b o a r d  f i n d s  w o u l d  h a v e  e x i s t e d  if 

the act or o m i s s i o n  u p o n  w h i c h  l i a b i l i t y  is b a s e d  h a d  not o c c u r r e d .

(e) T h e  a w a r d  w i l l  s p e c i f y  by c a t e g o r y  the  m e t h o d  of c o m p e n s a t i n g  

d a m a g e s  a n d the a m o u n t  a w a r d e d  for e a c h  c a t e g o r y  of c o m p e n s a t i o n .  Th e  

b o a r d  m a y  not a w a r d  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g ,  n o n o r g a n i c  p s y c h i c  | 

injury, or l oss of c o n s o r t i u m ,  an d  m a y  n o t a w a r d  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s .

Sec, 2 1 . 88 . 1 3 0 .  C O L L A T E R A L  S O UR C E S .  T h e t o t a l  a w a r d  m a d e  by th e  ] 

b o a r d  s h a l l  be d e c r e a s e d  by the a m o u n t  r e c e i v e d  by the c l a i m a n t ,  or 

w h i c h  th e  c l a i m a n t  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e ,  f r o m  a n y  s o u r c e  d e s c r i b e d  In 

sec. 80(5) of thi s  chapt er .  A n y  d e c r e a s e  of a n  a w a r d  s h a l l  be set out 

in t h e  d e c i s i o n  of the b o a r d  i d e n t i f y i n g  e a c h  c o l l a t e r a l  s o u r c e  a n d  the 

d e d u c t i o n  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to e a c h  source.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8. 1 4 0 .  P A Y M E N T  OP AWARD S .  A w a r d s  m a d e  by the b o a r d  up 

to $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  ar e  p a y a b l e  by the h e a l t h  care  p r o v i d e r  or p r o v i d e r s  a g a i n s t  

w h o m  th e  a w a r d  is made. If a n  a w a r d  is p a y a b l e  by two or m o r e  p r o v i d e r s  

the b o a r d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  for e a c h  the p r o p o r t i o n  of th e  l i a b i l i t y  for 
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w h i c h  he is r e s p o n s i b l e .  A w a r d s  in e x c e s s  of $ 2 5 > 0 0 0  a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  
.

car e p r o v i d e r  ar e  p a y a b l e  f r o m  t h e  p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fu n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  sec. 1 2 0  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  if th e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  c o n t r i b u t e s  

to the fund. P a y m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  f u n d  s h a l l  be m a d e  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

u p o n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by the c l a i m a n t  of a c e r t i f i e d  co p y  of the b o a r d ' s  

o r d e r  i n d i c a t i n g  a n  a w a r d  in e x c e s s  of $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  a g a i n s t  a h e a l t h  care 

p r o v i d e r .  P a y m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  not l a te r  t h a n  J a n u a r y  31 of e a c h  year 

on a w a r d s  m a d e  d u r i n g  th e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r  year. If a w a r d s  p a y a b l e  

f r o m  the p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f u n d  in any  y e a r  e x c e e d  the b a l a n c e  in' the 

t h e  f u n d  for t h a t  y e a r,  the a w a r d s  s h a l l  be p r o r a t e d .  T h e  u n s a t i s f i e d  

p o r t i o n  of a n  a w a r d  s h a l l  b e c o m e  a c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e f u n d  for the yea r  

n e x t  f o l l o w i n g  th e  y e a r  t h a t  th e  a w a r d  is f i r s t  p a y a b l e .  A w a r d s  for peri 

o d i c  p a y m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  f r o m  the f u n d  e a c h  y e a r  the p a y m e n t  is due.

Sec. 2 1 , 8 8 . 1 5 0 .  A T T O R N E Y  F E E S . T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p a r t y  in a p r o c e e d­

ing b e f o r e  t h e  b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c o v e r  f r o m  the o p p o s i n g  p a r t y  

c o s t s  an d  a t t o r n e y  f ees i n  the a m o u n t  a l l o w a b l e  in R u l e  82 of the A l a s k a  

R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 6 0 .  E F F E C T  O F  A W A R D .  A n  a w a r d  of th e  b o a r d ,  w h e t h e r  

in f a v o r  of th e  c l a i m a n t  or h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r ,  has t h e  same  e f f e c t  as 

a j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  court, e x c e p t  as to a m o u n t s  p a y a b l e  f r o m  the 

p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fund.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 7 0 .  A P P E A L  T O  S U P E R I O R  COURT. A p a r t y  may, w i t h i n  

60 d a y s  of th e  d a t e  o f  a n  a w a r d  b y  the b o a r d ,  b r i n g  an a c t i o n  in the 

s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  f o r  a t r i a l  de novo. T h e  d e c i s i o n  of th e  b o a r d  a n d  the 

f i n d i n g s  of t h e  a d v i s o r y  e x p e r t  p a n e l  a r e  a d m i s s i b l e  as e v i d e n c e  in the 

t r i a l  de novo. T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  secs. 60, 90, 120, 130 a n d  140 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r  a p p l y  i n  a n y  t r i a l  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c tion.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 8 0 .  A R B I T R A T I O N .  N o t h i n g  in thi s  c h a p t e r  m a y  be 

c o n s t r u e d  to p r o h i b i t  a g r e e m e n t s  to s u b m i t  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  a p h y s i c i a n  to
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a r b i t r a t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  an a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n ,  r u l e  

of court, or a r b i t r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  a g r e e d  to In w r i t i n g .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 1 9 0 .  R E V I E W  OP M E D I C A L  C A R E  P R O V I D E R’S L I C E N S E .  (a) J

W i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.6*), AS 08.36,1 

or AS 0 8 . 6 8  is f o u n d  by the b o a r d  to h a v e  b e e n  n e g l i g e n t  w i t h i n  the 

m e a n i n g  of see. 60 of this c h a p t e r ,  the a p p r o p r i a t e  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d

j
s h a l l  r e v i e w  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t hat p e r s o n .  T h e  b o a r d  m a y  c e n s u r e  

or r e p r i m a n d  him, r e s t r i c t  th e  p r a c t i c e ,  p l a c e  h i m  on p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p r o b a t i o n ,  r e q u i r e  h i m  to u n d e r g o  f u r t h e r  f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  a p p r o v e d  by 

the b o a r d ,  r e v o k e  or s u s p e n d  his l i c e n s e ,  or t a k e  an y  o t h e r  a c t i o n  that 

the l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d  f i n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

(b) W i t h i n  90 day s a f t e r  the d a t e  w h e n  an i n s t i t u t i o n  l i c e n s e d

u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 2 0 is fo u n d  by th e  b o a r d  to h a v e  b e e n  n e g l i g e n t  w i t h i n  the

m e a n i n g  of sec. 60 of t his c h a p t e r ,  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  s h a l l  r e v i e w  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of the i n s t i t u t i o n .  It m a y  j 

c o n d u c t  s p e c i a l  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  r e q u i r e  c h a n g e s  of procedure', s u s p e n d  or

|
r e v o k e  the l i c ense, or t ake an y  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  acti on ,  j

Sec. 2,1.88.200. I N F O R M E D  C O N S E N T .  (a) A h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  J

is not l i a b l e  for f a i l u r e  to o b t a i n  th e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  of a p a t i e n t  j

u n l e s s  the c l a i m a n t  e s t a b l i s h e s  b y  c l e a r  an d c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

the p r o v i d e r ,  in v i o l a t i o n  of p r e v a i l i n g  m e d i c a l  c u s t o m,  ha s  f a i l e d  to j

i n f o r m  the p a t i e n t  of c o m m o n  r i s k s  an d  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to the 

p r o p o s e d  t r e a t m e n t  or p r o c e d u r e ,  a n d  that, but for this f a i l u r e ,  a 

r e a s o n a b l e  p e r s o n  w o u l d  not h a v e  c o n s e n t e d  to the p r o p o s e d  t r e a t m e n t  or 

p r o c e d u r e .  A c l a i m  b a s e d  u p o n  l a c k  of i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  is l i m i t e d  to 

t h o s e c a s es  I n v o l v i n g  e i t h e r  n o n e m e r g e n c y  t r e a t m e n t ,  p r o c e d u r e  or j

s u r g e r y ,  or a d i a g n o s t i c  p r o c e d u r e  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  i n v a s i o n  or d i s r u p t i o n  

of the i n t e g r i t y  of the body.

(b) It is a d e f e n s e  to a n y  a c t i o n  fo r  m e d i c a l  m a l p r a c t i c e  b a s e d
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(1) the r i s k  not d i s c l o s e d  is to o  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n ,  or is too 

r e m o t e ,  to w a r r a n t  d i s c l o s u r e ;

(2) the p a t i e n t  s t a t e d  to the m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  that he 

w o u l d  u n d e r g o  th e  t r e a t m e n t  or p r o c e d u r e  r e g a r d l e s s  of the r i s k  in v o l v e d,  

or that he d i d  not w a n t  to be i n f o r m e d  of th e  m a t t e r s  to w h i c h  he w o u l d  

be e n t i t l e d  to be i n f o r m e d ;

(3) c o n s e n t  by or on b e h a l f  of the p a t i e n t  wa s  no t  r e a s o n a b l y  

p o s s i b l e ;  or

(4) the p r o v i d e r ,  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  all of the f a c t s and 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e g a r d i n g  the case, u s e d  r e a s o n a b l e  d i s c r e t i o n  as to the 

m a n n e r  a n d  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a l t e r n a t i v e s  or r i s k s  w e r e  d i s c l o s e d  to the 

p a t i e n t  b e c a u s e  he r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e d  tha t  the m a n n e r  a n d  e x t e n t  of 

the d i s c l o s u r e  c o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  be e x p e c t e d  to a d v e r s e l y  and s u b s t a n­

ti a l l y  a f f e c t  the p a t i e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 2 1 0 .  I M P L I E D  C O N S E N T .  A p e r s o n  w h o  s u b m i t s  to the 

c are a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  l i c e n s e d  by the state, and 

a h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  r e n d e r i n g  t h i s  care a n d  t r e a t m e n t ,  is c o n s i d e r e d  

to c o n s e n t  to d i s p o s i t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this c h a p t e r  of a n y  c l a i m  

or d e f e n s e  w h i c h  on e  m a y  h a v e  a g a i n s t  the o t h e r  t hat a r i s e s  out of or 

d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of th e c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  r e n d e r e d .

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 2 2 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  Th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  en a c t  r e g u l a­

tions n e c e s s a r y  for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of this Act. J

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 . 2 3 0 .  I N T E R I M  S T U D Y  C O M M I S S I O N .  Th e  g o v e r n o r  s hall 

a p p o i n t ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a c o m m i s s i o n  to 

s t u d y  a n d  r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  to the g o v e r n o r  on p r o b l e m s  of m e d i c a l  m a l ­

p r a c t i c e  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  of five  p e r s o n s  an d  shall 

be k n o w n  as t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  I n t e r i m  S t u d y  C o m m i s s i o n  on M e d i c a l  M a l p r a c­

tice. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  its last a n n u a l  r e p o r t  on D e c e m b e r  3 1 3
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c o n c e r n i n g  the e x p e r i e n c e  of the state In th e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of thi s Act,

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  if any, for m o d i f i c a t i o n  or a m e n d m e n t  of this Act, the 

s t a t u s  of t h e  p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fund, an d  c u r r e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  to 

m e d i c a l  m a l p r a c t i c e  p r o b l e m s  in o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  

s hall r e c e i v e  e x p e n s e s  and p e r  d i e m  as p r o v i d e d  by law.

Sec. 2 1 . 8 8 , 24 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In thi s  c h a p t e r

(1) " b o a r d” m e a n s  the M e d i c a l  I n j u r y  C o m p e n s a t i o n  Board;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e ;

(3) "fund" m e a n s  th e  p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fund; j

(4) " h e a l t h  care p r o v i d e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  j

AS 0 8 .3 6 , a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 08.68, a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r

AS 08.64, a n d  an. i n s t i t u t i o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 18.20.

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 6 4 , 2 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(6) d e m o n s t r a t e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as r e q u i r e d  u n d e r

sec. 201 of t h i s  chapter.

* Sec, 3 . AS 0 8 , 6 4 . 2 0 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 5 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  O S T E O P A T H  A P P L I C A N T S .  E a c h  

o s t e o p a t h  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  m e e t  t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  in sec. 

2 0 0 ( 1 ) ,  (4) [AND] 5 an d  6 of t his c h a p t e r  an d  s h a l l

(1) s u b m i t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  the  l e g a l l y  

c h a r t e r e d  s c h o o l  of o s t e o p a t h y  a p p r o v e d  by th e  b oa r d ;

(2) s u b m i t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  a h o s p i t a l  a p p r o v e d  by the

A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  or the A m e r i c a n  O s t e o p a t h i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  

w h i c h  c e r t i f i e s  t hat he has s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  the j

d u t i e s  of i n t e r n  or r e s i d e n t  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  one year;

(3) t a k e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  sec. 210 of thi s  c h a p t e r

or be c e r t i f i e d  to p r a c t i c e  by the  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  fo r  j

O s t e o p a t h i c  P h y s i c i a n s  and S u r g e o n s .

1980. T h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  i n f o r m a t i o n
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* Sec. 4. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 2 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 2 5 .  F O R E I G N  M E D I C A L  G R A D U A T E S .  A p p l i c a n t s  w h o  are" 

g r a d u a t e s  o f  m e d i c a l  c o l l e g e s  n o t  a c c r e d i t e d  by the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  o n e  o f  its a g e n c i e s  s h a l l  m e e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  sec. 

2 0 0 ( 1 ) ,  (3) > (4)j_ [AND] ( 5 )j_ a n d  (6) o f  th i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  m u s t  h a v e  

p a s s e d  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  be c e r t i f i e d  by th e  E d u c a t i o n  C o u n c i l  o n  F o r­

ei g n  M e d i c a l  G r a d u a t e s ,  or be l i c e n s e d  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  in a n o t h e r  state 

or t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  p r o v i n c e  o f  Canada.

* Sec. 5. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 1 1  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 1 1 .  B I E N N I A L  L I C E N S E  R E N E W A L .  L i c e n s e s  sh a l l  be r e­

n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  if th e  l i c e n s e e  ha s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  b o a r d .

* Sec. 6. AS 0 8 . 6 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 1 .  F I N A N C I A L  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  OF L I C E N S E E S . As a 

c o n d i t i o n  o f  o b t a i n i n g  or r e n e w i n g  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  this, c h a p t e r ,  a p e r­

son s h a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  to th e  b o a r d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as follo w s :

(1) p e r s o n s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  fund 

u n d e r  A S  2 1 . 8 8 . 0 2 0  shall, h a v e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  in t h e ' f o r m  of a n  a p p r o v e d  zero 

d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  or  i n  th e  f o r m  o f  o t h e r  a s se t s  

a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;  or

(2) p e r s o n s  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

f u n d  s h a l l  h a v e  a n  a p p r o v e d  zer o  d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  

for at l e a s t  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o v e r a g e  p e r  p o l i c y  year.

* See.- 7.. AS 08.-68.170 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A n  a p p l i c a n t  for a l i c e n s e  or r e n e w a l  o f  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  s h a l l  a l s o  s u b m i t  to the b o a r d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  he 

has $25,,000 in t h e  .form of  a n  a p p r o v e d  z ero d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n­

su r a n c e  p o l i c y  o r  in t h e  f o r m  o f  o t h e r  a s s e t s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to the 

b oard.

- 1 1 -  HB  636



1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

I 1

12

13

14

15

! 6

1/

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

* Sec. 8. AS O 8 .3 6 .llO is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) as a c o n d i t i o n  of o b t a i n i n g  or r e n e w i n g  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  this

c h a p t e r  a p e r s o n  s h a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  to th e  b o a r d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

as follows:

(1) p e r s o n s  wh o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f u n d  

u n d e r  AS 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 2 0  s h a l l  h a v e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  in t h e  f o r m  of a n  a p p r o v e d  zero 

d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  or in t h e  fo rm  of o t h e r  a s s e t s  

a p p r o v e d  by th e  b o a r d ;  or

(2) p e r s o n s  not p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the p a t i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

fun d s h a l l  h a v e  an  a p p r o v e d  zero d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  

for at l e a s t  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o v e r a g e  per p o l i c y  year,

* Sec. 9 . AS 1 8 . 2 0 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) As a c o n d i t i o n  to o b t a i n i n g  or r e n e w i n g  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e

or o pe r a t e ,  a h o s p i t a l  s h al l  d e m o n s t r a t e  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  financial, 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as follows:

(1) h o s p i t a l s  w h i c h  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the  p a t i e n t s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

f und e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 2 1 . 8 8 . 0 2 0  s h a l l h a v e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  in the  f o r m  of an 

a p p r o v e d  zero d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  or in th e  f o r m  of 

o t h e r  a s s e t s  a p p r o v e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t ;  or

(2) h o s p i t a l s  w h i c h  do not p a r t i c i p a t e  in the p a t i e n t  c o m p e n­

s a t i o n  fu n d  s h a l l  h a v e  an a p p r o v e d  zero d e d u c t i b l e  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  

p o l i c y  for at l e a s t  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o v e r a g e  p e r  p o l i c y  year.

* Sec, 10. AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 3 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 3 0 .  G R O U N D S  F O R  R E V O C A T I O N  OF L I C E N S E .  (a) A l i c e n s e  

m a y  be r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  for f a i l u r e  to p a y  the l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  fee 

p r e s c r i b e d  in sec, 315 of this c h a p t e r  or to s a t i s f y  the f i n a n c i a l  r e­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of sec. 201 of t h i s  ch a p t e r .  If th e  l i c e n s e  

r e n e w a l  fee is no t  p a i d  w i t h i n  the t i m e  p r o v i d e d ,  the b o a r d  s h a l l  g i v e  

w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  to the l i c e n s e e  t hat h e  is in d e f a u l t .  N o t i c e  m a y  be 
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s e r v e d  o n  t h e  l i c e n s e e  p e r s o n a l l y  or by r e g i s t e r e d  m a i l  a d d r e s s e d  to his 

l a s t  k n o w n  r e s i d e n c e .  If th e  l i c e n s e e  f a il s  to p a y  the fee w i t h i n  

t h r e e  m o n t h s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  of d e f a u l t ,  the b o a r d  s h a l l  r e v o k e  the l i c e n s e  

a n d  n o t i f y  t h e  l i c e n s e e  of the r e v o c a t i o n  b y  m a i l  or by p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  

of t h e  r e v o c a t i o n .

(b) A l i c e n s e  m a y  be r e v o k e d  f o r  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  or d i s h o n o r a b l e  

c o n d u c t  as d e f i n e d  in sec. 380(3) o f  t his c h a p t e r ,  for p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n­

c o m p e t e n c e ,  or r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  f o r  f a i l u r e  to c o m p l e t e  at least 20 

h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  or c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y  a p p r o v e d  by 

t h e  b o a r d  w i t h i n  th e  t w o  c a l e n d a r  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  

t h e  b o a r d  m a y  w a i v e  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  if it f i n d s  that e x c e p t i o n a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u c h  as p r o l o n g e d  i l l n e s s ,  d i s a b i l i t y  or o t h e r  s i m i l a r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  a p e r s o n  f r o m  m e e t i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t s .

* Sec. 11. A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 5  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 5 .  P H Y S I C I A N S  A C T I N G  U N D E R  C I R C U M S T A N C E S  R E Q U I R I N G  

I M M E D I A T E  CARE. A p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  in t h i s  s t a t e  or an y o t h e r  state, 

w h o  v o l u n t a r i l y  a t t e m p t s  to ai d  a n  i l l  or i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  in thi s  s tate 

w h o  is i n  n e e d  of i m m e d i a t e  m e d i c a l  care, a n d  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that 

r e a s o n a b l y  s u g g e s t  to t h e  p h y s i c i a n  t h a t  t h e  g i v i n g  of a i d  is the onl y  

a l t e r n a t i v e  to d e a t h  o r  s e r i o u s  b o d i l y  i n j u r y  o r  harm, or t hat the r e n­

d e r i n g  of a i d  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e  the r i s k  of d e a t h  or of s e r i o u s  

b o d i l y  i n j u r y  o r  h a r m  is not liable., e x c e p t  f o r  w i l f u l  w r o n g s  c o m m i t t e d  :L:i 

r e n d e r i n g  t h e  aid.

* Sec. 12. AS 0 8 . 6 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 9 .  H E A L T H  S C I E N C E S  L I BR A R Y .  It Is th e  d u t y  of the 

b o a r d  to a d m i n i s t e r  a h e a l t h  s c i e n c e s  l i br a r y .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the 

l i b r a r y  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  lists o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  to 

u s e r s  o f  th e  l i b r a r y ,  p r o v i s i o n  fo r  c i r c u l a t i o n  of r e q u e s t e d  p u b l i c a­

ti o n s  to m e d i c a l  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of p o l i c i e s
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an d  c r i t e r i a  fo r  the a c q u i s i t i o n  of p u b l i c a t i o n s .

* Sec. 13. AS 0 9 . 5 5 . 5 3 0 ,  0 9 . 5 5 . 5 A 0  a nd  0 9 - 5 5 - 5 5 0  ar e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. lA. T hi s  Act t a k e s  ef f ec t  i m m e d i a t e l y  In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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