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IN  T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 531 a m  S

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  !

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an. Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a c c e s s  to p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  and

c h a n g i n g  R u l e s  5^, 65 a n d  82 of t he  C i v i l  R u l e s  of 

C o u r t  a n d  R u l e  13 of t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  of C o u r t .j"

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. O 9 .2 5 .llO. I N S P E C T I O N  A N D  C O P I E S  OF P U B L I C  R E C O R D S .  U n l e s s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  o t h e r w i s e  the b o o k s ,  r e c o r d s ,  p a p e r s ,  files, 

a c c o u n t s ,  w r i t i n g s ,  a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of al l  a g e n c i e s  an d  d e p a r t m e n t s  

a r e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  a n d  ar e  o p e n  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  the p u b l i c  u n d e r  

r e a s o n a b l e  r u l e s  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  o f f i c e  ho u rs .  Th e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  h a v i n  

th e  c u s t o d y  o f  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  s h a l l  m a k e  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e  for p u b l i c  

i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  g i v e  a copy of the r e c o r d  on r e q u e s t  an d  p a y m e n t  

of [ C O S T S ] f ees, i f  any, w h i c h  s h a l l  not e x c e e d  t h e  d i r e c t  cost of

d u p l i c a t i o n .  C e r t i f i e d  c o p i e s  s h a l l  not  be n e c e s s a r y .  If a c e r t i f i e d

c o p y  is r e q u e s t e d ,  t h a t  c o p y  s h a l l  in a l l  c ases be e v i d e n c e  of the

o r i g i n a l .  [A C E R T I F I E D  C O P Y  O F  T H E  P U B L I C  R E C O R D ]

* See. 2. AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 0 .  I N S P E C T I O N  A N D  C O P Y I N G  OF P U B L I C  R E C O R D S .  E v e r y  

p e r s o n  ha s  a r i g h t  to i n s p e c t  a p u b l i c  w r i t i n g  or r e c o r d  In the state, 

i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  w r i t i n g s  a n d  r e c o r d s  in r e c o r d e r s '  o f f i c e s  e x c e p t

(1 ) r e c o r d s  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  an d a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h i c h  s h a l l  

be t r e a t e d  in the m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  by AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 0 1 0 - 1 8 . 5 0 „ 3 8 O ; (2) records

p e r t a i n i n g  to j u v e n i l e s ;  (3 ) m e d i c a l  an d  r e l a t e d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  r e c o r d s ;

(4) r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  to be kep t c o n f i d e n t i a l  b y  a f e d e r a l  law or

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  P a r r  O f f e r ed :  2 / 1 2 / 7 6

R e f e r r e d :  R ul e s
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r e g u l a t i o n  or by state law. E v e r y  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  h a v i n g  the c u s t o d y  of 

r e c o r d s  not i n c l u d e d  in the e x c e p t i o n s  s h a l l  p e r m i t  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  

a n d  giv e  on d e m a n d  a n d  on p a y m e n t  of the [LEG A L]  f e e s , If any, t h e r e -  

f o r e , w h i c h  s h a l l  no t  e x c e e d  the d i r e c t  cost of d u p l i c a t i o n ,  a [ C E R T I­

FIED] copy of the w r i t i n g  or r e c o r d  [,A N D  T H E  C O P Y  S H A L L  IN A L L  C A S E S  

B E  E V I D E N C E  OF T H E  O R I G I N A L ] . C e r t i f i e d  c o p i e s  s h a ll  not be necessary;, 

H o w e v e r ,  if a c e r t i f i e d  c opy is r e q u e s t e d ,  tha t  cop y  s h a l l  in all 

C3,S6S be e v i d e n c e  of the or*igi.n&l » R e c o r d e r s  s h a l l  p e r m i t  memoranda.* 

t r a n s c r i p t s ,  and c op i e s  of the p u b l i c  w r i t i n g s  a nd  r e c o r d s  in t h e i r  

o f f i c e s  to be m a d e  by p h o t o g r a p h y  or o t h e r w i s e  for the p u r p o s e  of 

e x a m i n i n g  t i t l e s  to r e a l  e s t a t e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  the p u b l i c  w r i t i n g s  and 

r e c o r d s ,  m a k i n g  a b s t r a c t s  of t i tl e  or g u a r a n t e e i n g  or i n s u r i n g  the 

t i t l e s  of the r e a l  e s t at e ,  or b u i l d i n g  an d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t i t l e  a n d  j

a b s t r a c t  p l a n t s i a n d  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  p r o p e r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  1

to p e r s o n s  h a v i n g  l a w f u l  o c c a s i o n  for a c c e s s  to the p u b l i c  w r i t i n g s  j

a n d  r e c o r d s  for t h o s e  p u r p o s e s ,  s u b j e c t  to r e a s o n a b l e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u­

lations, in c o n f o r m i t y  to the d i r e c t i o n  of the court, as are n e c e s s a r y  

for the p r o t e c t i o n  of the w r i t i n g s  an d  r e c o r d s  a n d  to p r e v e n t  i n t e r­

fer e n c e  w i t h  the r e g u l a r  d i s c h a r g e  of the d u t i e s  of the r e c o r d e r s  and 

t h e i r  e mp l o y e e s .  I

* Sec. 3. AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 5  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 5 .  E N F O R C E M E N T :  I N J U N C T I V E  R E L I E F .  (a) A p e r s o n

h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  or c o n t r o l  of a p u b l i c  r e c o r d  w h o  o b s t r u c t s  or a t t e m p t s  

to o b s t r u c t ,  or a p e r s o n  not h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  or c o n t r o l  w h o  aids or abets 

a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  in o b s t r u c t i n g  or a t t e m p t i n g  to o b s t r u c t ,  the i n s p e c -  I

t i o n  of a p u b l i c  r e c o r d  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  sec. 110 or 120 of |

t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  be e n j o i n e d  by the s u p e r i o r  c o u rt  f r o m  o b s t r u c t i n g ,  or

a t t e m p t i n g  to o b s t r u c t ,  the I n s p e c t i o n  of p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  s u b j e c t  to 

i n s p e c t i o n  u n d e r  sec. 110 or 120 of this c h a pter.
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(b) The c o u r t  m a y  c ha r g e  no f i l i n g  fee, a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  S a f e t y  m a y  c h a r g e  no fee for s e r v i c e  of p r o c e s s ,  f r o m  an a p p l i­

cant s e e k i n g  an i n j u n c t i o n  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n.  No s e c u r i t y  w i l l  be 

r e q u i r e d  by the c o u r t  f r o m  an a p p l i c a n t  s e e k i n g  an i n j u n c t i o n  u n d e r  

t his secti on .  If t h e  a p p l i c a n t  is g r a n t e d  the i n j u n c t i o n  he s h a l l  be 

e n t i t l e d  to r e c o v e r  c o s t s  an d  r e a s o n a b l e  a t t o r n e y  fees f r o m  the agency, 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  or o t h e r  b o d y  s u b j e c t  to the o p e n  m e e t i n g  p r o v i­

si o n  of AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0 .

(c) T h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  s h a l l  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  to a p p l i c a n t s ,  free 

of char g e ,  s i m p l i f i e d  f o r m s  for p r o c e e d i n g  writhout c o u n s e l  u n d e r  this 

s e c tion. T h e  f o r m s  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  only i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the a p p l i c a n t  

an d  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  c u s t o d i a n  a l l e g e d  to be i m p r o p e r l y  w i t h h o l d i n g  

r e c o r d s ,  a n d  a s i m p l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of th e  r e c o r d s  sought.

(d) In a s ui t  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  thi s s e c t i o n  the c o ur t  m a y  e n j o i n  

w i t h h o l d i n g  of t h e r e c o r d s  a n d  o r d e r  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  to the c o m p l a i n a n t  

of r e c o r d s  i m p r o p e r l y  w i t h h e l d .  In s u c h  a case the c ourt s h a l l  w i t h i n  

10 d a y s  d e t e r m i n e  th e  m a t t e r  de novo, a n d  m a y  e x a m i n e  the c o n t e n t s  of 

any r e c o r d s  in c a m e r a  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the r e c o r d s  or a n y  p o r t i o n  off 

t h e m  m a y  be w i t h h e l d  u n d e r  any of the e x e m p t i o n s  set out u n d e r  secs. UCj 

or 120 of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n d  the b u r d e n  is on the a g e n c y  to s u s t a i n  its 

action.

* See. 4. In sec. 1 of t h i s  Act, AS 4 0 . 2 5 . 0 3 0 ( b )  a n d  (c) h a v e  the effect 

of c h a n g i n g  R u l e s  54, 65 a n d  82 of th e C i v i l  R u l e s  r e l a t i n g  to s e c u r i t y  

d e p o s i t s  r e q u i r e d  in c i v i l  a c t i o n s ,  a n d  a l l o w a n c e  of a t t o r n e y  f ees as costs 

in c i v i l  a c t i o n s ;  R u l e  13 o f  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  by a d d i n g  an e x e m p t i o n  

f r o m  p a y m e n t  of f i l i n g  f ees i n  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  for any a c t i o n  f i l e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r ;  a n d  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  O r d e r  No. 16 r e l a t i n g  to fees for s e r v i c e  of 

p r o c e s s  in c i v i l  a c t i o n s .
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