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‘BY P A R R

iNTNTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

?or a n  A c t  entitled;: " A n  A r l  r e l a t i n g  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n . "

L  IT E N A  G T E ©  BY ' L E O I S L A T W R E  O P  T H E  -STATE O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  39 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to r e a d :

C H A P T E R  60. F R E E D O M  O F  P U B L I C  I N F O R M A T I O N -.

Sec. 3-9,. 60.010.. O F F I C I A L  R E C O R D S  TO B E  O P E N  T O  I N S P E C T  1(3M; E X - 

C E P T I Q B S ?  (a) E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  law, all 

o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  ar e  o p e n  to i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  c o p y i n g  by c i t i z e n s  o f  this 

S t a t e  d u p i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  o f f i c e  h o u r s  o f  t he  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  r e t ar d s . 

A c c e s s  to r e c o r d s  s h a l l  not be d e n i e d  to a c i t i z e n  o f  t h i s  state, n o r  to 

r epresentatives, of n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s  w i t h  c i r c u l a t i o n  in this 

state, a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  b r o a d c a s t i n g  

in or i n f o  th i s  state;. h o w e v e r ,  the c u s t o d i a n  of the r e c o r d s  s h a l l  take 

all n e c e s s a r y  p r e c a u t i o n s  for t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  safekeeping.'

(b) Th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o r d s  a r e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this 

c h a p t e r :

(1) m e m o r a n d a , c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  e v i d e n c e  a n d  c o m p l a i n t s  

r e l a t e d  to c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e p o r t s  s u b m i t t e d  to the s tate 

an d  l o c a l  p o l i c e  in confidence,;

(2) c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  al l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  the 

A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e  C o n t r o l  Board;

(3) state, i n c o m e  t a x  r e t u r n s ,  m e d i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  r e c o r d s ,  

s c h o l a s t i c  r e c o r d s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s ,  e x c e p t  tha t  a c c e s s  s h a l l  not 

b e  d e n i e d  to t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  is t h e s u b j e c t  o f  th e  r e c o r d s ;

(1) m e m o r a n d a ,  working, p a p e r s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h e l d  by
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m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  or by the o f f i c e  of the g o v e r n o r  or l i e u t e n a n t  

go v e r n o r , a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  or the m a y o r  or o t h e r  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  

of a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of the s t a t e  or the p r e s i d e n t  or o t h e r  c h i e f  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of a s t a t e - s u p p o r t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ;

(5) m e m o r a n d a ,  w o r k i n g  p a p e r s  an d  r e c o r d s  c o m p i l e d  s p e c i f i c­

all y  for use i n  l i t i g a t i o n  and. m a t e r i a l  f u r n i s h e d  in c o n f i d e n c e  to p u b l i c  

o f f i c e s .

Sec. 3 9 . 60 . 0 2 0 .  M E E T I N G S  TO BE P U B L I C  E X C E P T  AS O T H E R W I S E  P R O V I D E D ;  

M I N U T E S ;  I N F O R M A T I O N  AS T O  T I M E  A N D  PLACE. E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i­

fic a l l y  p r o v i d e d  by law a n d  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in secs. 30 a n d  40 of t h i s  

c h a pter, all m e e t i n g s  s hall be p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  M i n u t e s  s h a l l  be 

r e c o r d e d  at al l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  as to th e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  of 

ea c h  m e e t i n g  s h a l l  be f u r n i s h e d  to a n y c i t i z e n  of this s t a t e w h o  r e q u e s t s  1 

the i n f o r m a t i o n .

Sec. 3 9 . 6 0 . 0 30 .  E X E C U T I V E  O R  C L O S E D  M E E T I N G S .  (a) E x e c u t i v e  or 

c l o s e d  m e e t i n g s  m a y  be h e l d  o n l y  for the f o l l o w i n g  p u r p o s e s :

(1) d i s c u s s i o n  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of e m p l o y m e n t ,  a s s i g n m e n t ,  

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  p r o m o t i o n ,  d e m o t i o n ,  s a l a r i e s ,  d i s c i p l i n i n g  or r e s i g n a t i o n  

of p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s ,  a p p o i n t e e s  or e m p l o y e e s  of a p u b l i c  body;

(2) d i s c u s s i o n  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of th e  c o n d i t i o n ,  a c q u i s i t i o n  

or use o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  for p u b l i c  p u r p o s e ,  or of the d i s p o s i t i o n  of 

p u b l i c l y  h e l d  p r o p e r t y ;

(3) the p r o t e c t i o n  of the p r i v a c y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  in p e r s o n a l  

m a t t e r s  not r e l a t e d  to p u b l i c  b u s i n e s s ;

(4) d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  a p r o s p e c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  or i n d u s t r y  

w h e r e  no p r e v i o u s  a n n o u n c e m e n t  has b e e n  m a d e  of the b u s i n e s s '  or i n­

du s t r y ' s  i n t e r e s t  in l o c a t i n g  in t he  c o m m u n i t y ;

(5) the i n v e s t i n g  of  p u b l i c  f u n d s  w h e r e  c o m p e t i t i o n  or 

b a r g a i n i n g  ar e  i n v o l v e d ,  w h e r e  if m a d e  p u b l i c  i n i t i a l l y  the f i n a n c i a l
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(6) c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  a n d  b r i e f i n g s  by s t af f  

m e m b e r s ,  c o n s u l t a n t s  o r  a t t o r n e y s ,  p e r t a i n i n g  to p e n d i n g  l i t i g a t i o n ,  or 

l e g a l  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the p u b l i c  b ody, i n c l u d i n g  legal, 

documents.'

(b) No m e e t i n g  s h a l l  b e c o m e  a n  e x e c u t i v e  or c l o s e d  m e e t i n g  u n l e s s  

t h e r e  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  in o p e n  m e e t i n g  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  to 

t hat e f f e c t  by t h e  p u b l i c  b o d y  h o l d i n g  the m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  m o t i o n  s hall 

s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the p u r p o s e  w h i c h  is to be the s u b j e c t  of  t h e  m e e ting.

(c) No r e s o l u t i o n ,  o r d i n a n c e ,  rule, c o n t r a c t ,  r e g u l a t i o n  or m o t i o n  

a d o p t e d ,  p a s s e d  or a g r e e d  to in an e x e c u t i v e  or c l o s e d  m e e t i n g  s hall
'

b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  u n l e s s  the p u b l i c  b ody, f o l l o w i n g  the m e e t i n g ,  r e c o n­

ve n e s  in o p e n  m e e t i n g  a n d  t a k e s  a v ot e  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  on the r e s o l u­

tion, o r d i n a n c e ,  r ule, c o n t r a c t ,  r e g u l a t i o n  or motio n .

(d) N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  be c o n s t r u e d  to p r e v e n t  the h o l d i n g  

of c o n f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t w o  or m o r e  p u b l i c  b o d i e s ,  or t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a­

tives, but t h e s e  c o n f e r e n c e s  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to t h e  sam e r e g u l a t i o n s  

for h o l d i n g  e x e c u t i v e  o r  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n s  as a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  to a n y  o t h e r 

p u b l i c  body.

Sec. 3 9 . 6 0 . 0 4 0 .  A G E N C I E S  TO W H I C H  C H A P T E R  I N A P P L I C A B L E .  T h e  p r o­

v i s i o n s  o f  th i s  c h a p t e r  ar e  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  to:

(1) d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of s t a n d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e ;  h o w e v e r  u n l e s s  s u c h  a c t i o n  c o n t r a v e n e s  the r u l e s  o f  a b o d y 

o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  u n d e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of A r t i c l e  II, sec. 12 of the C o n­

s t i t u t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ,  w h e n  b i l l s  or o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r s  ar e  c o n­

sid e r e d  in e x e c u t i v e  o r  c l o s e d  m e e t i n g s ,  f i n a l  v o t e s  s h a l l  be t a k e n  in 

o p e n  m e e t i n g s ;  J

(2) l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e r i m  s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s ;  

h o w e v e r ,  f i n a l  v o t e s  s h a l l  be t a k e n  in o p e n  m e e t i n g s ;

i n t e r e s t  of the g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t  w o u l d  be a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d ;

“3- h b  53 1 ;
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(3) the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  a n d  its c o m m i t t e e s ;  h o w­

ever, f in a l  v o t e s  s h a l l  be t a k e n  in o p e n  m e e t i n g s ;

(4) s t u dy  c o m m i t t e e s  or c o m m i s s i o n s  a p p o i n t e d  by th e  g o v e r n o r ;  

h o w e v e r ,  f i n a l  v o t e s  s h a ll  be t a k e n  in o p e n  m e e t i n g s ;

(5) B o a r d  of R e g e n t s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ;  h o w e v e r ,  I

ex c e p t  for t h e  a c t i o n s  e x c l u d e d  by sec, 30 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n n o u n c e -

m e n t s  of th e  a c t i o n s  of th e  b o a r d  s h a ll  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

f o l l o w i n g  the m e e t i n g s ,  w i t h  th e  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  b o a r d  t h e n  a v a i l a b l e  

for d i s c u s s i o n  of a c t i o n s  ta k e n , a n d  the o f f i c i a l  m i n u t e s  of th e  b o a r d  

m e e t i n g s  s h a l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c  no t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  

w o r k i n g  d ays a f t e r  the m e e t i n g s ;

(6) p a r o l e  b o a r d s ,  p e t i t  j u r i e s ,  an d  g r a n d  j u r ie s ;

(7) s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n s  or s t u d y  c o m m i t t e e s  a p p o i n t e d  by the

g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  of b o r o u g h s  a n d  cities; h o w e v e r ,  f i n a l  v o t e s  s h a l l  be 

t a k e n  in o p e n  m e e t i n g s  an d  n o  c o m m i t t e e  or c o m m i s s i o n  a p p o i n t e d  by a 

g o v e r n i n g  body, the m e m b e r s h i p  of w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  m o r e  t h a n  one m e m b e r  of 

a t h r e e - m e m b e r  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  or i n c l u d e s  m o r e  t h a n  two  m e m b e r s  of a 

g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  h a v i n g  four or m o r e  m e m b e r s ,  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  to be 

s t u d y  c o m m i s s i o n s  or s t u d y  c o m m i t t e e s  u n d e r  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t his 

section, [

Sec. 3 9 . 6 0 . 0 5 0 .  P R O C E E D I N G S  F O R  E N F O R C E M E N T  OF C H A P T E R .  Any 

p e r s o n  d e n i e d  the r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  c o n f e r r e d  by t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  

p r o c e e d  to e n f o r c e  the r i g h t s  an d  p r i v i l e g e s  by p e t i t i o n  fo r  i n j u n c t i o n ,  

s u p p o r t e d  by an a f f i d a v i t  s h o w i n g  g o o d  cause, a d d r e s s e d  to the s u p e r i o r  j

c ourt h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  s u c h  m a t t e r s ,  of the b o r o u g h  or c i t y  in J

w h i c h  suc h  r i g h t s  an d  p r i v i l e g e s  w e r e  so deni e d .  A p e t i t i o n  a l l e g i n g  

d e n i a l  by a b o a r d ,  b u r e a u ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  d i s t r i c t  or a g e n c y  of 

th e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  or by a s t a n d i n g  or o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e  of t h e  l e g i s -  I

l a t u r e,  s h a l l  be a d d r e s s e d  to th e  s u p e r i o r  c o u rt  of th e  ci t y  of J u n e a u .  j

H B  531



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1 I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

T h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be h e a r d  w i t h i n  s e v e n  d a y s  of the d a t e  w h e n  it is 

m a d e .  The h e a r i n g  on the p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  be g i v e n  p r e c e d e n c e  on the 

d o c k e t  of t h e  c o u r t  o v e r  a l l  c a s e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  g i v e n  p r e c e­

d e n c e  by  law.

Sec. 3 9 > 6 0 . 0 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  th e  c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " e x e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g "  or " c l o s e d  m e e t i n g "  m e a n s  a m e e t i n g  

f r o m  w h i c h  th e  p u b l i c  is e x c l u d e d ;

(2) " m e e t i n g "  m e a n s  th e  m e e t i n g s ,  w h e n  s i t t i n g  as a b o d y  or 

e n t i t y ,  or as an i n f o r m a l  a s s e m b l a g e  of t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  m e m b e r s h i p ,  w i t h  

or w i t h o u t  m i n u t e s  b e i n g  t a k e n ,  w h e t h e r  or not v o t e s  a r e  cast, of any 

a u t h o r i t y ,  b o a r d ,  b u r e a u ,  c o m m i s s i o n ,  d i s t r i c t  or a g e n c y  of th e  state or 

of a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of t h e  st a te ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i t i e s  a n d  b o r o u g h s ,  

m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s ,  g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  of b o r o u g h s ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  and 

p l a n n i n g  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  or a g e n c i e s  

in the sta t e ,  s u p p o r t e d  w h o l l y  or p r i n c i p a l l y  by p u b l i c  funds; n o t h i n g  

in t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be c o n s t r u e d  as t o  d e f i n e  a m e e t i n g  as a cha n c e  

m e e t i n g  of t w o  or m o r e  m e m b e r s  of a p u b l i c  body, or as an i n f o r m a l  

a s s e m b l a g e  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t  m e m b e r s h i p  at w h i c h  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to 

t h e  e x e r c i s e  of o f f i c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  d i s c u s s e d ;

(3) " o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s "  m e a n s  a l l  w r i t t e n  or p r i n t e d  books,  

p a p e r s ,  l e t t e r s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  m a p s  a n d  t a p e s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  films, s o u n d  

r e c o r d i n g s ,  r e p o r t s  or o t h e r  m a t e r i a l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  f o r m  

or c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  m a d e  a n d  r e c e i v e d  in p u r s u a n c e  of la w  by t h e  p u b l i c  J 

o f f i c e r s  of t h e  s t a t e  an d  its b o r o u g h s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n s  I 

of g o v e r n m e n t  in t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  b u s i n e s s ;  J

(4) " o p e n  m e e t i n g "  or " p u b l i c  m e e t i n g "  m e a n s  a m e e t i n g  at 

w h i c h  the p u b l i c  m a y  be p r e s e n t ;

(5) " p u b l i c  b o d y "  m e a n s  a n y  of the g r o u p s ,  a g e n c i e s  or
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e n u m e r a t e d  in (2) of thi s  section.

Sec. 3 9. 6 0 . 0 7 0 .  S H O R T  TITLE. Thi s  c h a p t e r  m a y  be c i t e d  as T h e  

A l a s k a  F r e e d o m  of I n f o r m a t i o n  Act.
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