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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  a n  Act  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p l a n­

ning; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 19 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  65. A L A S K A  M A R I N E  H I G H W A Y  R E V I E W  C O M M I T T E E .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 1 0 .  D E C L A R A T I O N  OF POLI C Y . T h e  s t a t e  f e r ry  system, 

o p e r a t e d  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  its m a n a g e m e n t ,  o f f i c e r s ,  crews, v e s s e l s ,  t e r m i n a l s ,  

r o u t e s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  is a m o v i n g  h i g h w a y  c o m m o n l y  

k n o w n  as t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y .  It is a s u b s t i t u t e  fo r  a n e t w o r k  of 

r o a d s  a n d  h i g h w a y s  a l o n g  a n d  t h r o u g h  th e  m a r i t i m e  a r e a s  of  the state 

w h e r e  g e o g r a p h y  m a k e s  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  

h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  e c o n o m i c a l l y  u n f e a s i b l e ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  u n s o u n d ,  and 

i m p r a c t i c a l  f r o m  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d p o i n t .  It is the p u r p o s e  of this 

c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  u s e r s  of  t h e  s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  a n d  th e  t a x p a y e r s  of 

th e  s t a t e  w i t h  a f e r r y  s e r v i c e  o p e r a t e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  as a p u b l i c  se r v i c e  

fo r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t  u n d e r  a f a i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  t a r i f f  sc h e d u l e ,  a n d  to 

e n s u r e  t h a t  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be r e n d e r e d  e q u i t a b l y ,  

e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  to a l l  users. It is a l s o  the p u r p o s e  of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r  to m a k e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  the s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  is p r o p e r l y  

d e v e l o p e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d ,  in c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m od e s  

a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  to a s s u r e  the  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  c o m p l e t e  a n d  d e p e n d a b l e  

m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  tha t  th e  s t a t e f e r r y  s y s t e m  is 

o p e r a t e d  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .
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Sec. 19.65 . 0 2 0 . R E V I E W  C O M M I T T E E  C R E A T E D ,  M E M B E R S H I P .  (a) T h e r e  

Is c r e a t e d  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b l i c  W o r k s ,  d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  t r a n s -  | 

p o r t a t i o n ,  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  jj

m e m b e r s  of the t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  in A l a sk a ,  r e s i d e n t s  of  the c o a s t a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  serv e d ,  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e r s  of the s t a t e  f e r r y  syst e m ,  a n d  i

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the  t o u r i s m  i n d u s t r y  in the state. j

(b) The c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t s  of

(1) five p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y  a 

m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  s e s s i o n ;  on e  o f  the

a p p o i n t e e s  s h a l l  be a- r e s i d e n t  of a c o m m u n i t y  n o t  s e r v e d  by th e  state

f e r r y  system;

(2) two m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  one e a c h  f r o m  th e  h o u s e  

an d  s e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  f r o m  a list o f  n o m i n e e s  p r o v i d e d  by 

the p r e s i d e n t  of the s e n a t e  a n d  the s p e a k e r  of the h o u s e  of  r e p r e s e n­

tatives; the l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  m a y  n o t  be m e m b e r s  of the same p o l i­

ti c a l  party.

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  w o r k s ,  the d i r e c t o r  o f  the d i v i s i o n  

of m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and  the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of t o u r i s m  in 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  or t h e i r  d e s i g n e e s ,  

s h a l l  be ex o f f i c i o  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e ,  but m a y  n o t  v o t e  on 

m a t t e r s  b e f o r e  the c o m m i tt e e .

Sec. 1 9 .6 5 . 0 3 0 .  T E R M  OF OFFI C E ;  V A C A N C I E S .  (a) Th e  m e m b e r s  of I
1

the c o m m i t t e e  e x c e p t  l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o u r - y e a r  s t a g g e r e d  j
\

terms, or u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  are a p p o i n t e d  an d  q u a l i f y .  One i n i t i a l  j
I

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a p p o i n t e e  s h a l l  s erve for o n e  y e a r ,  one f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  two j 

for t h r e e  year s ,  a n d  one for f o u r  years.

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s erve t w o - y e a r  t e r m s  e n d i n g  on the I 

c o n v e n i n g  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  on e a c h  od d  year.

(c) V a c a n c i e s  s ha l l  be f i l l e d  in the same  m a n n e r  as o r i g i n a l  
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I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

a p p d i n t m e n t .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 .  O F F I C E R S .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  a n d  v i c e - c h a i r m a n  of the 

c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  b y  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c om m i t t e e .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  M E E T I N G S ;  R U L E S  O F  P R O C E D U R E .  (a) T h e c o m m i t t e e  

s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  its o w n  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  m e e t  at 

l e a s t  o n c e  q u a r t e r l y  at a t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  d e t e r m i n e d  by the c h a i r m a n ,  or 

at o t h e r  t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s  as th e  c h a i r m a n  or a m a j o r i t y  of th e  m e m b e r s  

of th e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y .  A q u o r u m  is a m a j o r i t y  of the 

c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s .  Th e  v o t e s  o f  th e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be r e­

corded, a n d  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  the a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  

of  th e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .  No c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  m a y  v o t e  for or 

on  b e h a l f  o f  a n o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f  the c o m m i t t e e .

(b) T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  m e e t  e i t h e r  in the c o m m u n i t i e s  s e r v e d  by 

the s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t em ,  a b o a r d  the v e s s e l s  o f  the st a t e  f e r r y  syst e m , or 

at o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  th e  s t a t e  to e n a b l e  it to s e r v e as an  e f f e c t i v e  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  l i n k  b e t w e e n  th e  p u b l i c  and  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  t r a n s­

po r t a t i o n ,  a n d  a f f o r d i n g  the p u b l i c  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  its v i e ws  

c o n c e r n i n g  the p l a n n i n g ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s tate 

f e r r y  s e r v i ce s .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  F U N C T I O N S  O F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E ,  The  c o m m i t t e e  shall 

r e v i e w  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

(1) c o n c e r n i n g  th e  p r o g r a m  b u d g e t  for th e  o p e r a t i o n  of the 

d i v i s i o n  fo r e a c h  f i s c a l  y e a r  b e f o r e  it is s u b m i t t e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  

or to the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  the E x e c u t i v e  B u d g e t  Act (AS 37-07);

(2) c o n c e r n i n g  th e  s c h e d u l e  o f  t a r i f f s  a n d  o t h e r  c h a r g e s  for

s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  by the d i v i s i o n ;

(3) r e l a t i n g  to th e  p o l i c i e s ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  an d  m a n a g e m e n t  of 

the s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s te m ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t l i m i t e d  to

(A) p l a n n i n g  for, a n d  r e v i e w  of, th e  r o u t e s ,  v e s s e l  
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S c h e d u l e s ,  t y p e s  of  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  the d i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

p r o v i d e  to m e e t  the n e e d s  of the t r a v e l i n g  or u s i n g  p ub l i c ;

(B) the l e v e l  of s t a f f i n g  a n d  f u n d i n g  fo r t h e s e  p r o­

grams, a c t i v i t i e s ,  s e r v i c e s  or fa c i l i t i e s ;

(C) the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of s t a te  f e r r y  s e r v i c e s  to o t h e r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  by th e  s t a t e  or the p u b l i c l y  

r e g u l a t e d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  o f  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n d u s t r y ;

(4) c o n c e r n i n g  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  an d  the m e a n s  of 

m a n a g i n g  a n d  f i n a n c i n g  them, i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  v e s s e l s  and  s h o r e  f a c i l i­

ties, and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  an d 

f a c i l i t i e s ;  and

(5) c o n c e r n i n g  the n a m i n g  of f e rr y  v e s s e l s .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 .  T A R I F F  S C H E D U L E ;  N O T I C E - A N D  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G .  (a)

A f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t ic e ,  h e a r i n g ,  an d  r e c e i p t  of the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the 

c o m m i t t e e  an d  the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  o f  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of p u b l i c  w o r k s  s hall e s t a b l i s h  a t a r i f f  s c h e d u l e  a nd  

c h a r g e s  for o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  by t h e s t a t e  f e r r y  system. F o r  the

p u r p o s e  of f i x i n g  the t a r i f f  s c h e d u l e ,  v e h i c u l a r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  t r a f f i c

m a y  be c l a s s i f i e d  in an a p p r o p r i a t e ,  r e a s o n a b l e  m a n n er .  The t a r i f f  

s c h e d u l e  an d  o t h e r  c h a r g e s  s h a l l  be just and  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  m a y  n o t  be 

u n d u l y  or i m p r o p e r l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  or p r e f e r e n t i a l .

(b) No c h a n g e  m a y  be m a d e  by the d e p a r t m e n t  in the t a r i f f  s c h e d u l e ,

or In the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t r a f f i c  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  or in the c h a r g e s  

for o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  by the s tate f e r r y s y s t e m  e x c e p t  a f t e r  

n o t i c e  to the p u b l i c  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a ring. P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

c h a n g es  shall be c o n d u c t e d  by the c o m m i t t e e  in al l or a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

n u m b e r  of the c o m m u n i t i e s  s e r v e d  by the s tate f e r r y  syst e m ,  a n d  e l s e­

w h e r e  in the state, at t i m es  and at p l a c e s  c o n v e n i e n t  to the p u b l i c ,  in 

the m a n n e r  the c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e .
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(c) Th e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  m a k e  its f i n d i n g s  an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

p u b l i c  a n d  s h a l l  p r e s e n t  t h e m  to th e  d i r e c t o r  a n d to the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 8 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  S u b j e c t  to the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o­

ce d u r e  Act (AS 4 4 . 6 2) ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  to 

c a r r y  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  thi s  chapter.

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 .  A N N U A L  R E P O R T . Th e  c o m m i t t e e  s ha l l  m a k e  a n  a n n u a l  

r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  d i r e c t o r  a n d  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a n d  the p u b l i c  c o n c e r n i n g  its a c t i v i t i e s ,  f i n d i n g s  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  

T h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  not  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  of e a c h  

r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 1 0 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  M e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o m m i t t e e  s e r v e 

w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b u t  are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  as

m a y  be a u t h o r i z e d  by l a w  f o r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. i 9 .6 5 . H O .  C O N F L I C T  OF I N T E R E S T  R E P O R T S .  M e m b e r s  o f  the

c o m m i t t e e  are s u b j e c t  to AS 3 9 . 5 0  (c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t ) .

Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 1 2 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e "  or " c o m m i t t e e "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  sec. 20 o f  t h i s  c h ap t e r ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  w o r k s ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  th e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Wor k s ;

(4) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(5) " d i v i s i o n "  m e a n s  the d i v i s i o n  o f  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(6) " t a r i f f "  m e a n s  a s c h e d u l e  of fares, r a t e s ,  fees o r  o t h e r  

c h a r g e s  for th e  m o v e m e n t  of v e h i c u l a r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  t r a f f i c  o v e r  the 

t e r m i n a l s  a n d  a b o a r d  the  v e s s e l s  b e t w e e n  a l l  p o r t s  serv e d , an d  f o r  all 

o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  o r  p r o v i d e d  by the s t a t e  f e r r y  system.

* Sec. 2. AS 3 9 - 5 0 . 2 0 0 ( 9 )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b p a r a g r a p h  to 

read:
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(LL) A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  (AS 1 9 . 6 5 .010'

* Sec. 3. AS 19 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  50. T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  P L A N N I N G .

Sec. 1 9 .5 0 . 0 1 0 .  F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  

the d i v e r s e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  of the s t a t e w o u l d  bes t  be s e r v e d  by 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of an i n t e g r a t e d  i n t e r m o d a l  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  plan. I 

The p u r p o s e  of this p l a n  is to c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  i n t e r r e l a t e  all s tate 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  nee d s ,  m o d e s ,  an d  s y s t e m s ,  r e l y i n g  on a n a l y s i s  of the 1

r e l a t i v e  a d v a n t a g e s  of d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  a n d  s y s t e m s  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  

social, e c o n o m i c ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

Sec. 1 9 . 5 0 . 02 0 .  S T A T E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  PLAN. (a) Th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  i n t e r m o d a l ,  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

p l a n  fo r  the state. In d e v e l o p i n g  an d  r e v i s i n g  the s t a t e  p la n ,  he s h a l l j  

c o n s i d e r  m e a n s  an d  costs of i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

s t a t e an d  f e d e r a l  s u b s i d i e s ,  a n d  the c o s t s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  of n e w  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  f ac i l i t i e s . The p l a n  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  to the 

g o v e r n o r  for his r e v i e w  and a p p r o v a l  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  to I

the l e g i s l a t u r e .  i

(b) In d e v e l o p i n g  and r e v i s i n g  the plan, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall  

seek, p u b l i c  r e v i e w  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  m e a n s  a n d  m a y

(1) c o n s u l t  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  I

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  c o r p o r a t i o n s  an d

o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the

s o d c6 z a n d  I5 - 1
(2) r e q u e s t  f r o m  a n  a g e n c y  or o t h e r  u n i t  o f  th e  s t a t e  g o v e r n -  i

m e n t  or of a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of it, or f r o m  a p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y ,  j

the a s s i s t a n c e  an d  d a t a  t hat m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

to c arry out h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;  e v e r y  s u c h  e n t i t y  J
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(c) C o p i e s  of th e  p l a n ,  as r e v i s e d ,  s h a l l  be k ept on file  as a 

p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  in t h e  o f f i c e  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  at e a c h  r e g i o n a l  

o f f i c e  of the d e p a r t m e n t .

(d) T h e  p l a n  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of p r o j e c t s  p l a n n e d  for
■

d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  for t h e f o l l o w i n g  tw o  years. The  d e s c r i p t i o n  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a n  i t e m i z a t i o n  of th e  e s t i m a t e d  cost for e a c h  p r o j e c t  a n d  

the t o t a l  cost o f  a l l  p r o j e c t s .  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r o p o s e  an d  

f o r w a r d  to the g o v e r n o r  fo r  his r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  a n d  i n c l u s i o n ,  as 

a p p r o v e d ,  in t h e  c a p i t a l  b u d g e t  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  

the p r o j e c t s  to be u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  the f o l l o w i n g  two y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

r e c o m m e n d e d  p r o j e c t  p r i o r i t i e s .  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  s h a l l  be i n c l u d e d  a n n u a l l y  in the g e n e r a l  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n s  Act.

Sec. 1 9 . 5 0 . 0 3 0 .  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S  A N D  S U R V E Y S .  (a) W h e n  a m a j o r  

n e w  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  or a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n s i o n  or a l t e r a­

t i o n  of an  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  or f a c i l i t y  is p r o p o s e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall 

g i v e  n o t i c e  of t h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  of  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e q u e s t  a p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  to th e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  

of e a c h  a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y .  Th e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  n o t i c e  is to p r o v i d e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  to th e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  a n d  t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  an d p r o v i d e  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  o f  a p r o p o s a l  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

t i m e  p r a c t i c a b l e .

(b) B e f o r e  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  is m a d e  r e g a r d i n g  a p r o p o s a l ,  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  g i v e  a s e c o n d  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  for p u b l i c  h e a r­

ing.

(c) A n o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  the p r o j e c t ,  

i n v i t e  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l ,  i n f o r m  that  all c u r r e n t  

an d  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e

- 7 -  S C S C S H B  5 2 8 ( P i n a n c e )
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in at least one d e s i g n a t e d  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  the a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y ,  and 

i n f o r m  tha t  b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  

u p o n  the r e q u e s t  o f  an y  pers o n . The n o t i c e  s ha l l  a l s o  i n f o r m  t hat a 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  u p o n  the w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  o f  the g o v e r n i n g  

b o d y  of an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  or of at l e a s t  20 i n t e r e s t e d  r e s i d e n t s  

of an a f f e c t e d  co mmunity.

(d) If the g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  r e q u e s t s  a J 

h e a r i n g ,  the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  by a n d  m a y  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  

t hat g o v e r n i n g  body. O t h e r w i s e  the p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  m a y  be h e l d  by the 

d e p a r t m e n t  at any c o n v e n i e n t  loc a t i o n .  If a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  is h e l d ,  the 

d e a d l i n e  for w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t  m a y  be not e a r l i e r  t h a n  30 da y s  a f t e r  the 

h e a r i n g .

(e) At a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  h e l d  u n d e r  (a) of thi s s e c t i o n ,  th e 

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  th e  p r o p o s a l ,  i d e n t i f y  the e s s e n t i a l  c o n s i d e r a­

ti o n s  in f a v o r  of a n d  a g a i n s t  it, a n d  r e c e i v e  c o m m e n t s  an d  a n s w e r  

q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  any i n t e r e s t e d  pers o n.  In a d d i t i o n ,  at a h e a r i n g ,  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  sh a l l  p r e s e n t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  to the e x t e n t  t h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  d e v e l o p e d ,  r e g a r d i n g  th e  p r o p o s a l ,  its c o s t s  an d  b e n e f i t s ,  its 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  an d  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s ,  an d  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  the a l t e r n a t i v e  of no t  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a f a c i l i t y .

(f) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  us e  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  e n a b l i n g  the r e s i d e n t s  

of e a c h  a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l .

(g) W i t h i n  90 d ays a f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  

an d  m a i l  to the g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of a n  a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  to ea.ch 

p e r s o n  k n o w n  to be i n t e r e s t e d  a r e p o r t  w h i c h  s u m m a r i z e s  the o r a l  t e s t i­

m o n y  a n d  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  r e c e i v e d  a n d  the r e s u l t s  of s u r v e y s  a n d  o t h e r  

r e l e v a n t  d a t a  a n d  w h i c h  I n f o r m s  w h e t h e r  a n d  to w h a t  e x t e n t  th e  p r o p o s a l  

ha s  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s ,  s u r v e y s  a n d  o t h e r  

r e l e v a n t  data.

SCS C S H B  5 2 8 (Finance) -8-
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(h) Thi s  s e c t i o n  does not a p p l y  to i m p r o v e m e n t s  or m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

to e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  do no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  the e n v i r o n m e n t  

n o r  to a c t i o n s  a n d  r e p a i r s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to m e e t  a d i s a s t e r  or 

e m e r g e n c y  w h i c h  t h r e a t e n s  h u m a n  l i v e s .

(i) F o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n

(1) " a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y "  m e a n s  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or a n  u n i n c o r­

p o r a t e d  v i l l a g e  of 25 or m o r e  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  is d i r e c t l y  s e r v e d  b y  an 

e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  or w h e r e  a n  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  is a c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  or 

in w h i c h  a p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  be l o c a t e d ,  or w h i c h  w o u l d  

be d i r e c t l y  s e r v e d  b y  a p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t y ;

(2) " m u n i c i p a l i t y "  m e a n s  a h o m e  r u l e  or g e n e r a l  l a w  b o r o u g h  

or city, a n d  i n c l u d e s  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  u n i f i e d  u n d e r  AS 29-68.

Sec. 1 9 . 5 0 . 0 4 0 .  G R A N T S  TO T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a p p l y  fo r  a n d  a c c e p t ,  o n  b e h a l f  of the  state, g r a n t s  f r o m  the f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  or a n  a g e n c y  of it, or f r o m  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  a f o u n d a t i o n ,  or 

a n y  p e r s o n ,  f o r  a n y  of the f u n c t i o n s  or p u r p o s e s  of t his c h a pter.

Sec. 1 9 - 5 0 . 0 5 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) The 

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  o t h e r  d e p a r t­

m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a­

tio n s  that m a y  a r i s e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  th e  l o c a t i o n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  or 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .

(b) No h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t  line, h i g h w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e ,  a i r p o r t  or 

o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  m a y  be b u i l t  or e x p a n d e d  in 

s u c h  a wa y  as to u s e  l a n d  f r o m  a r e c r e a t i o n  a rea, w i l d l i f e  or w a t e r f o w l  

r e f u g e ,  h i s t o r i c  site, f o r e s t  land, w e t l a n d ,  g a m e  land, w i l d e r n e s s  area, 

p u b l i c  park, or a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  as s u c h  b y  f e d eral, 

s t a t e  or l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n l e s s

(1) t h e r e  is no f e a s i b l e  a n d  p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to t h e  use 

of t h a t  land; a n d

-9- SC S  C S H B  5 2 8 (Finance)
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(2) the c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  is p l a n n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  so as 

to m i n i m i z e  h a r m  to the land.

Sec. i 9 .5 O . O 6 O. R E G U L A T I O N S .  The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a do p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62) to i m p l e m e n t , i n t e r­

p r e t  5 or m a k e  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  its p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  u n d e r  this c h ap t e r .

Sec. 1 9 . 50 . 0 7 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  J 

.requires o t h e r w i s e ,

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h i g h w a y s ;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  .means the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s ;  j

(3) " t r a n s p o r t a t i o n "  or " t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e "  i n c l u d e s ,  but 

Is not l i m i t e d  to, the f o l l o w i n g  m e a n s  of c o n v e y a n c e  or t r a v e l ,  i n c l u d­

ing t h e i r  r e l a t e d  or a u x i l i a r y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  or s e r v i c e s : air,|

rail, w at e r ,  h i g h w a y ,  an d  p i p e l i n e ;  t h e s e  t e r m s  |

(A) i n c l u d e  po r t  f a c i l i t i e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  

AS 30.15; j

(B) do n o t  i n c l u d e  small b o a t  h a r b o r  p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  j 

AS 3 5 . 1 0 . 0 9 0  - 3 5 . 1 0 . 1 2 0 . ' j

* Sec. 4. T his Act t ak e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -J 

070(c).

j

SCS C S H B  5 2 8 (Finance)
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