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O r i g i n a l  s p o nsor: S u l l i v a n Of f ered: 5 / 1 5 / 7 5
R e f e r re d :  F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 432 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n ;  c h a n g i n g  Rule

1 1 ( a ),  R u l e s  of C h i l d r e n’s P r o c e d u r e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for 

an e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  4 7 . 1 7 - 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 1 0 .  P U R POSE. In o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  

h e a l t h  an d  w e l l - b e i n g  m a y  be a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h r o u g h  the i n f l i c t i o n ,  

by o t h e r  t h a n  a c c i d e n t a l  mea n s ,  of h a r m  t h r o u g h  [ P H Y S I C A L ]  a bu s e  or 

n e g l e c t  r e q u i r i n g  the a t t e n t i o n  of a p r a c t i t i o n e r  of the h e a l i n g  arts, 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u i r e s  the r e p o r t i n g  of t h e s e  c a s e s  by p r a c t i t i o n e r s  

an d  o t h e r s  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s .  It is the i n t e n t  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  t hat, as a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  p r o t e c t i v e  s e r v i c e s  

w i l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  in an e f f o r t  to p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  h a r m  to the 

child, to s a f e g u a r d  a n d  e n h a n c e  the g e n e r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  of the c h i l d r e n  

in t his state, a n d  to p r e s e r v e  f a m i l y  l i f e  w h e n e v e r  po s s i b l e .  It is 

al s o  the i n t e n t  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to p r o v i d e  c h i l d  a b u s e  c o u n s e l i n g  and 

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  p a r e n t s  wh o  h a v e  a b u s e d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  to h elp 

p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  h a r m  to c h i l d r e n  In the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(e) In e v e r y  c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  an a b u s e d  or n e g l e c t e d  c h i l d  w h i c h

r e s u l t s  in a j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g ,  a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  shall be a p p o i n t e d

to r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c h i l d  in the p r o c e e d i n g s .

55 Sec. 3. AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 4 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) I n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e p o r t s  of h a r m  f i l e d  u n d e r  this
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c h a p t e r  are c o n s i d e r e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  an d  ar e  not s u b j e c t  to p u b l i c  

I n s p e c t i o n  and c o p y i n g  u n d e r  AS 0 9 - 2 5 . 1 1 0  an d  0 9- 2 5 . 1 2 0 .  H o w e v e r , in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  m a y  be 

u s e d  by a p p r o p r i a t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  w i t h  c h i l d - p r o t e c t i o n  f u n c­

tions, i n s i d e  an d  o u t s i d e  Alas k a ,  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  or 

j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d  ab u s e , n e g l e c t ,  or custody. A 

p e r s o n , not a c t i n g  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  w h o  w i l­

fully m a k e s  p u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in c o n f i d e n t i a l  r e p o r t s  i s 

g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and up o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by I m p r i s o n m e n t  

f o r not m o r e  t h a n  one year, or by a fine of not m o r e  t h a n  $5,0 00 ,  or by 

b o t h .

* Sec. j. AS 47.17 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 4 7 .i7 .O6 5 . C O U N S E L I N G  AN D  I N F O R M A T I O N  GRANTS. (a) Tile 

d e p a r t m e n t  s hall p r o v i d e  funds, a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  the o f f i c e  of 

c h i l d  a d v o c a c y ,  to p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  n o n p r o f i t  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  

a g e n c i e s  and h o s p i t a l s  in the state for p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  

to p a r e nt s .  The funds m a y  als o  be u s e d  by the a g e n c i e s  to p r o v i d e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  to the c o m m u n i t y  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r o b l e m s  of c h i l d  a b u s e  and 

the hel p a v a i l a b l e  in the state for a b u s e d  c h i l d r e n  an d  t h e i r  f a m i l ie s .  | 

F u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m a y  be u s e d  as the s t a t e  or l o c a l  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  for o b t a i n i n g  f e d e r a l  funds u n d e r  the C h i l d  A b u s e  T r e a t m e n t  

an d  P r e v e n t i o n  Act (P.L. 93-247).

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  I s s u e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s u b j ec t  to the A d m i n i s­

tr a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62), r e l a t i n g  to th e d i s t r i b u t i o n  and use 

of funds p r o v i d e d  for u n d e r  (a) of th i s  section.

* Sec. 5- AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 ( 1 )  is r e p e a l e d  an d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(1) "c hi l d  a b u s e  or n e g l e c t "  m e a n s  the p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  

injury, s e x u a l  abuse, n e g l i g e n t  t r e a t m e n t ,  or m a l t r e a t m e n t  of a c h i ld 

u n d e r  the age of 18 by a p e r s o n  who is r e s p o n s i b l e  for the c h i l d ' s  
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w e l f a r e  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  I n d i c a t e  that th e  c h i l d ' s  h e a l t h  or 

w e l f a r e  is h a r m e d  or t h r e a t e n e d  t h e r e b y ;

* Sec. 6. In sec. 2 of t h i s  Act, th e  a m e n d m e n t  of AS 4 7 - 1 7 . 0 3 0  by a d d i n g  

s u b s e c t i o n  (e) has the  e f f e c t  o f  c h a n g i n g  R u l e  11(a), R u l e s  of C h i l d r e n ' s  

Procedure, b y  r e q u i r i n g  the c o u r t  to a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  to r e p r e s e n t  

she c h i l d  in a l l  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  an a b u s e d  or n e g l e c t e d  child.

* Sec. 7- Th i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

)7 0 (c).
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