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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 1 0 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

C L 3  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 407

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e q u i r i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of  w a t e r  a n d  w a s t e -

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 46 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 .  C L A S S I F I C A T I O N .  The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c l a s s i f y  all 

p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s y s t e m s  an d  f a c i l i t i e s  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  or i n t e n d e d  for use 

by t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  a l l  w a s t e w a t e r  s y s t e m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  d i s c h a r g e  

i n t o  p u b l i c l y  o w n e d  w a s t e w a t e r  s y s t e m s ,  or t o  r e c e i v i n g  b o d i e s  of wat e r ,  

or o n  l a n d  u s e d  b y  o t he r s .  T h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  t a k e  du e  r e g a r d  to 

s i z e  a n d  t y p e ,  c h a r a c t e r  of w a t e r  or w a s t e w a t e r  to be t r e a t e d ,  a n d  o t h e r  

p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  s y s t e m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  

to t h e skill, k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e d  o f  an  o p e r a t or .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 2 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T .  T w o  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a l l  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  w a s t e­

w a t e r  s y s t e m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h e t h e r  p u b l i c l y  or p r i v a t e l y  owned, u s e d  

or i n t e n d e d  f o r  u s e  by t h e  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s ,  m u s t  at a l l  t i m e s  

be u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  an o p e r a t o r  w h o s e  c o m p e t e n c y  is 

c e r t i f i e d  t o  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  in a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o r  f a c i l i t y  to be s u p e r v i s e d .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 3 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  E x a m i n a t i o n s .s h a l l  be h e l d  at least 

a n n u a l l y  at t i m e s  a n d  p l a c e s  set b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  S e p a r a t e  e x a m i n a­

t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  f o r  e a c h  o p e r a t o r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  A p p l i c a n t s  w h o  

f a i l  to p a s s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  m a y  r e p e a t  the e x a m i n a t i o n  at s u b s e q u e n t

w a t e r  o p e r a t o r s . "

C H A P T E R  30. C E R T I F I C A T I O N  O F  O P E R A T O R S .
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r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

Sec. 4 6. 3 0 . 0 4 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i s s u e  c e r t i­

f i c a t i o n  e n t i t l i n g  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  to s u p e r v i s e  the  o p e r a t i o n  of 

p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  and w a s t e w a t e r  s y s t e m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s .  Th e  c e r t i­

fic a t e  w i l l  d e s i g n a t e  the c l a s s of s y s t e m  for w h i c h  t h e  o p e r a t o r  is 

q u a l i f i e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s y s t e m  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

T h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be v a l i d  fo r  t h r e e  y e a r s  u n l e s s  r e v o k e d  for c a us e ,  

r e p l a c e d  by one of a h i g h e r  g r a d e , or th e o p e r a t o r  for a c o n t i n u o u s  

p e r i o d  o f  one y e a r  h a s  no t  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  in t h e d u t i e s  a u t h o r­

ized by the c e r t i f i c a t e .  An o p e r a t o r  w h o s e  c e r t i f i c a t e  has b e e n  i n v a l i­

da t e d  for  not h a v i n g  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  in t h e  d u t i e s  a u t h o r i z e d  m a y  

be i s s u e d  a n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  u p o n  p r o o f  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  as p r e s c r i b e d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n s .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 .0 5 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i s s u e  r e g u l a­

ti o n s  for a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r .  T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e

(1) the b a s i s  for c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  j

w a s t e w a t e r  sy s t e m s  a n d f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the t ype an d  si z e  of l e s s e r  

s y s t e m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  if  any, to w h i c h  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  

do not a pp l y ,  as r e q u i r e d  by sec. 10 of t h i s  c h ap t e r ;

(2) c r i t e r i a  for t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  o p e r a t o r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to e a c h  of th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  to 

in (1) o f  t h i s  s e c tion;

(3) p r o c e d u r e s  for e x a m i n a t i o n  of c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  r e n e w a l  of 

c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  I

(4) p r o c e d u r e s  for th e  r e v o c a t i o n  of c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  J

(5) d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as to w h i c h  a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  be I

c e r t i f i e d  w h e n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  for m o r e  t h a n  th e  o p e r a t o r  In

d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l e  charge. I

Sec. 4 6 . 30 . 0 6 0 .  S T A N D A R D S .  Th e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  to t h e  e x t e n t  It j
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d e t e r m i n e s  f e a s i b l e ,  s h a l l  be g u i d e d  by t h e  s t a n d a r d s  r e c o m m e n d e d  by 

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of B o a r d s  of C e r t i f i c a t i o n  for O p e r a t i n g  P e r s o n n e l  in 

W a t e r  a n d  W a s t e w a t e r  U t i l i t i e s .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 7 0 .  R E C I P R O C I T Y .  C e r t i f i c a t e s  m a y  be i s s u e d  w i t h o u t  

e x a m i n a t i o n  in t h e  c o m p a r a b l e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  h o l d s  

a c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  a state, t e r r i t o r y ,  or p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  States, 

if its c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  c o m p a r a b l e  to 

t h o s e  of t h i s  s t a t e  a n d  if r e c i p r o c a l  p r i v i l e g e s  are g r a n t e d  to o p e r a­

to r s  c e r t i f i e d  in th i s  state.

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 8 0 .  T E M P O R A R Y  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  In the e v e n t  of u n u s u a l  

or e m e r g e n c y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  or f o l l o w i n g  th q  h i r i n g  of n e w  e m p l o y e e s ,  

t e m p o r a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  m a y  be i s s u e d  to a n  o p e r a t o r  u n t i l  s u c h  ti m e  as 

he m a y  be e x a m i n e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d .  W i t h i n  t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  e m p l o y m e n t  

of s u c h  a n  o p e r a t o r ,  th e d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be n o t i f i e d  in w r i t i n g  and 

I n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  r e g a r d i n g  th e  o p e r a t o r  i n c l u d i n g  name, 

b a c k g r o u n d ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t r a i n i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  an d r e f e r e n c e s .  T h e r e­

aft e r ,  th e o p e r a t o r  m a y  be I s s u e d  a t e m p o r a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h i c h  s h a l l 

r e m a i n  v a l i d  o n l y  f o r  t h a t  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  fo r n e x t  r o u t i n e  e x a m i n a t i o n  

a n d  e v a l u a t i o n .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 0 9 0 .  P R O H I B I T E D  ACTS. On or a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  

th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  it s h a l l  b e  u n l a w f u l

(1) fo r  a n y  p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  or w a s t e w a t e r  s y s t e m  or 

f a c i l i t y  to be o p e r a t e d  u n l e s s  th e o p e r a t o r  is c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) f o r  an y  p e r s o n  to p e r f o r m  th e  d u t i e s  o f  a n  o p e r a t o r  

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 4 6 . 3 0 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

C o n s e r v a t i o n ;

HB  407
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(2) " d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l e  c h a r g e "  m e a n s ,  w h e r e  shift o p e r a t i o n  

is not r e q u i r e d ,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  for a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  of a c t i v e  d a i l y  o n­

site o p e r a t i o n ;  w h e r e  shift o p e r a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d ,  " d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l e  

c h a r g e"  m e a n s  b o t h  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  for a c t i v e  d a i l y  o n - s i t e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  a c t i v e  d a i l y  o n - s i t e  c h a r g e  of an operatin, 

shift or a m a j o r  s e g m e n t  of a s y s t e m  or f a c i l i t y ;

(3) " o p e r a t o r "  m e a n s  the p e r s o n  in d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l e  c h a r g e

r\ -P r\ -P n r \ o f  c h T  q  i. f c  f  o v i  o i i r ^ ‘V ' \ ' 1 v  / - w j  v f Q  q 4 ~  "t «r o  +- c i v i  ca v  Q  +* O T T l  O ' f 1
w  x  o i i u  v j y v - x  a u x v i i  w  x  cx O  L /  C L  U  u .  v v C X U ' X X  D  X j  w x  v v u D v o r t u o o i  O j  >-< vJ

f a c i l i t y  or a m a j o r  s e g m e n t  of a s y s t e m  or f a c i l i t y ;

(4) " p o t a b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  syst e m "  m e a n s  t h e  s y s t e m  of pi p e s ,  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  w a t e r  is o b t a i n e d ,  t r e a t e d  and 

sold, d i s t r i b u t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  o f f e r e d  to th e  p u b l i c  f o r  h o u s e h o l d  u s e 

or any u s e  by h u m a n s ;

(5) " w a s t e w a t e r  c o l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m "  m e a n s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of the 

w a s t e w a t e r  f a c i l i t y  in w h i c h  w a s t e w a t e r  is r e c e i v e d  f r o m  th e  p r e m i s e s  of 

the d i s c h a r g e r  and  c o n v e y e d  to the p o i n t  of t r e a t m e n t ;

(6) " w a s t e w a t e r  f a c i l i t y "  m e a n s  t h e s y s t e m  of pi p e s,  s t r u c­

tures, e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  r e q u i r e d  to c o l l e c t ,  c a r r y  awa y  a n d  t r e at  

d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  w a s t e w a t e r  a n d  d i s p o s e  of the e f f l u e n t ;

(7) " w a s t e w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  pl a n t "  m e a n s  that p o r t i o n  o f  the 

w a s t e w a t e r  f a c i l i t y  u s e d  in the t r e a t m e n t  of d o m e s t i c  an d  i n d u s t r i a l  

w a s t e w a t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  so li d s  h a n d l i n g ;

(8) " w a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m "  m e a n s  that p o r t i o n  of the

t.rr.'l-nvi /-II 1 V* -w ~1 TV nvT/,-1- /swi t . t >4 ‘U. t.t ̂  -?r-» «  4- r\ 21 /-i ^\v-itTAtr/^/~l ■Pvj/MTI
j i u t a u x c  vv a,t <c: x _l .u  w i i i u n  v v a b c i '  j , o  o u u i ' c u  ctiiu. x  x  w m .

the w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t  or o t h e r  s u p p l y  p o i n t  to the p r e m i s e s  o f  a 

con s u m e r;

(9) " w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t "  m e a n s  that  p o r t i o n  of the p o t a b l e  

w a t e r  s u p p l y  s y s t e m  w h i c h  in some w a y  a l t e r s  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  c h e m i c a l ,

or b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  q u a l i t y  of the w a t e r  b e i n g  tr e a t e d .
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