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O r i g i n a l  s po nsor: H. B e i r n e

O f f e r e d :  4 / 1 2 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  an d
F i n a n c e

BY TH E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D 
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 392

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of v o c a t i o n a l  r e­

h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s  j an d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."

IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  85- V O C A T I O N A L  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  C O U N S E L O R S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 1 0 .  B O A R D  O F  V O C A T I O N A L  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  C O U N S E L O R S  

E S T A B L I S H E D .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the B o a r d  of V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a­

t i o n  C o u n s e l o r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 2 0 .  M E M B E R S H I P ;  A P P O I N T M E N T ;  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E ;  C O M P E N­

SATION. (a) Th e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of two c e r t i f i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a­

t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s  a n d  o ne  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  w i t h  no d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  

i n t e r e s t  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .

(b) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  ar e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  by 

the l e g i s l a t u r e .  Th e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  a p p o i n t  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  f r o m  a list 

s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .

(c) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  of t h r e e  y e a r s  or u n t i l 

t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r  is a p p o i n t e d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  to an 

u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  s e r v e s  th e d u r a t i o n  of t h a t  term. On the f irst b o a r d  one 

m e m b e r  se r v e s  a o n e - y e a r  t erm, o n e m e m b e r  s e r v e s  a t w o - y e a r  term, and 

o n e  m e m b e r  s e r v e s  a t h r e e - y e a r  term.

(d) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  e x c e p t  t h a t  m e m b e r s  are 

e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  as a l l o w e d  b y  l a w  for o t h e r  

b o a r d s .
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Sec, 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 3 0 .  C H A I R M A N ;  M E E T I N G S ;  QUORUM. (a) Th e  b o a r d  

a n n u a l l y  e l e c t s  a c h a i r p e r s o n  f r o m  its m e m b e r s .

(b) The b o a r d  s h a l l h o l d  a r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  a nn u a l l y .  S p e c i a l  

m e e t i n g s  m a y  be c a l l e d  by the c h a i r p e r s o n  or by c o n c u r r e n c e  of two b o a r d  

m e m b e r s .  Two m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum.

Sec. 08.8 5 . 04 0 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  OP T H E  BOARD. (a) The b o a r d

shall

(1) a d o pt  s t a n d a r d s  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i­

ta t i o n  co u n s e l o r s ;

(2) p r e p a r e  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  an e x a m i n a t i o n  fo r  v o c a t i o n a l  

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s ;

(3) c e r t i f y  q u a l i f i e d  v o c a t i o n a l  reha.bi1itati.on c o u n s e l o r s ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  to i n s u r e  t hat p e r s o n s  h o l d i n g  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  u p h o l d  the b o a r d ’s stand a r d s ;  r e v o k e ,  s u s p e n d ,  or r e f u s e  to 

r e n e w  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of p e r s o n s  w h o  fail to u p h o l d  the standards.;

(5) w i t h  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  e s t a b l i s h  an d

c o l l e c t  fees f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e n e w a l  

u n d e r  thi s  chapter.

(6) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,

(b) The b o a r d  m a y  a d o p t r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  for th e  p e r f o r m a n c e

of its d u t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  chapt e r .

Sec. 08.8 5 . 05 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  ACT.

T h e  b o a r d  s hall c o m p l y  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62). 

Sec. O 8 .8 5 .O6 O. C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  (a) T h e b o a r d  s h a l l  c e r t i f y

(1) a p e r s o n  w h o  h o l d s  a cu r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a 

v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r  by the national. C o m m i s s i o n  on R e h a­

b i l i t a t i o n  C o u n s e l o r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and m e e t s  the s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

u n d e r  sec. 4 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  of t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) a p e r s o n  w h o  has a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a -  
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b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l i n g ,  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in an a l l i e d  f i e l d  a n d  one 

y e a r  of e x p e r i e n c e  in v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l i n g ,  or a b a c h e­

lo r ' s  d e g r e e  an d  t wo  y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  in v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

c o u n s e l i n g ;  has p a s s e d  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  ad-
j

m i n i s t e r e d  b y  th e  b o a r d ;  a n d  m e e t s  th e s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  sec. 

4 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  of t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) a p e r s o n  w i t h  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  w h o  is e m p l o y e d  as a 

v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r  o n  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  thi s  Act; 

in o r d e r  to h a v e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  r e n e w e d ,  a p e r s o n  c e r t i f i c a t e d  u n d e r  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  m u s t  be e m p l o y e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  as a v o­

c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r  in a p o s i t i o n  a c c e p t a b l e  to the board.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  m a y  c e r t i f y  a p e r s o n  h o l d i n g  a c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t e  

to p r a c t i c e  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l i n g  f r o m  a n o t h e r  state, if 

th e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  the  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in t h e  o t h e r  state 

a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t  to t h o s e  in t h i s  state, a n d  th e  p e r s o n  is 

o t h e r w i s e  q u a l i f i e d .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 7 0 .  T E M P O R A R Y  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  The b o a r d  m a y  i s s u e a 

t e m p o r a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  to a p e r s o n  w h o  m e e t s  th e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a­

ti o n  a d o p t e d  by th e  b o a r d  u n d e r  sec,. 4 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  of this c h a p t e r  a n d  who 

m e e t s  the  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of sec. 6 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) or (2) 

of  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  A t e m p o r a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  is v a l i d  u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 

t h e  f i r s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u a n c e  o f  the  t e m p o r a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  

ar e  p u b l i s h e d .

Sec. O 8 .8 5 .O8 O. E X P I R A T I O N  A N D  R E N E W A L .  V o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o r  

c o u n s e l i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s  e x p i r e  b i e n n i a l l y  on the d a t e  set b y  th e  d e­

pa r t m e n t .  A v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r  ma y  a p p l y  for r e n e w a l  

b y  s u b m i t t i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e n e w a l  to the b o a r d  an d  p a y i n g  any 

r e n e w a l  fe e e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  sec. 4 0 ( a ) ( 5 )  of this  c h a p t e r .  Th e  b o a r d  

s h a l l  r e n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  u p h e l d  t h e  s t a n d a r d s
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Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 9 0.  U N L A W F U L  ACTS. No p e r s o n  ma y

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a c e r t i f i c a t e  or r e c o r d  

r e q u i r e d  b y  this c h a p t e r ;

(2) use in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  his n a m e  a d e s i g n a t i o n  r e p r e­

se n t i n g  to the p u b l i c  or t e n d i n g  to i m p l y  th a t  he is a c e r t i f i e d  v o c a­

ti o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r  u n l e s s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) p r a c t i c e  v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l i n g  u n d e r  a 

n a m e  that is not his own.

Sec. 0 8 . 85 . 1 0 0 .  P E N A L T I E S .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a n y  of the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and, u p o n  c o n v i c­

tion, is p u n i s h a b l e  by  a f i n e  of not m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 0 0 , or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  

for not m o r e  t h a n  o n e  year, or by both.

Sec. O 8 .8 5 .llO. D E F I N I T I O N S ,  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " v o c a t i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o u n s e l o r "  m e a n s  a n  I n d i v i d u a l  

w h o  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  n e c e s s a r y  to r e s t o r e  v o c a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  to 

the g r e a t e s t  d e g r e e  p o s s i b l e  to an i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  is p h y s i c a l l y  or 

m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d ;

(2) " s e r v i c e s "  m e a n s  d i a g n o s i s ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a s s e s s m e n t ,  v o c a­

ti o n a l  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  g u i d a n c e ,  a nd  f o l l o w - u p  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  m a y  I n c l u d e  

but a r e  not l i m i t e d  to b r a c e s  and a r t i f i c i a l  limbs;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n .

Sec. 2. T his Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 7 6 .

a d o p t e d  by th e  b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 4 0 ( a)(1) of t h i s  chapte r .
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