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O r i g i n a l  S po n s o r :  II. B e l r n e

Of f e r e d :  4 / 1 2 / 76
R e f e r re d :  J u d i c i a r y  and
F i n a n c e

BY T H E  H E A L T H , E D U C A T I O N  ANE
IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 36?

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the l i c e n s i n g  of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  08 Is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  E S T A B L I S H M E N T ,  M E M B E R S H I P  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T  TO B O A R D  

OF  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the B o a r d  of S o c i a l

W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  of two c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  t w o  so c i a l

w o r k e r s ,  o ne  p e r s o n  w h o  is not a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  wh o  r e p r e s e n t s  the 

r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  state. M e m b e r s  are a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r .  The 

g o v e r n o r  m a y  a p p o i n t  m e m b e r s  f r o m  a list of p e r s o n s  w h i c h  m a y  be s u b m i t­

ted  by th e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r ,  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  T E R M  OF O F F I C E ;  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  

s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  of t w o  years. On t h e  first b o a r d  two m e m b e r s  

s e r v e  o n e - y e a r  t e r m s  an d  t h r e e  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 

th e  r u r a l  a r e a  of t h e state, s e r v e  t w o - y e a r  terms. Th e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  

on t h e  f i r s t  b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of secs. 60 a n d  80 of 

t h i s  c ha pter.

(b) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e v o l u n t a r i l y  e x c e p t  that m e m b e r s  are e n­

t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  as a l l o w e d  by l a w  for o t h e r  

b o a r d s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  E L E C T I O N  OF O F F I C E R S .  The b o a r d  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  

e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it r e q u i r e s .
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Sec. 08.87.0*10. QUORUM. A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a quorum.

Sec. 08.8 7 . 05 0 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  OF TH E  BOARD. The b o a r d  s hall

(1) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  out t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t his

chapter;

(2) e s t a b l i s h  a code of p r o f e s s i o n a l  et h i c s  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  the 

g u i d e l i n e s  of the N a t i o n a l  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  C o d e  of E t h i c s  

p r o m u l g a t e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  an d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a p p l i c a­

ti o n  fees, o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t  fees, e x a m i n a t i o n  fees, and b i e n n i a l  

r e n e w a l  fee s  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ;

(5) c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  a n d  k e e p  r e c o r d s  an d  m i n u t e s  n e c e s s a r y  

for c a r r y i n g  out th e  p u r p o s e s  of this c h a p t e r  in an o r d e r l y  mann e r .

A R T I C L E  2. L I C E N S U R E  A N D  PR A C T I C E .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 .0 6 0 .  L I C E N S U R E  AS C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is 

e l i g i b l e  for l i c e n s u r e  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  If he or she

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d in g ;

(2) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ’s d e g r e e  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of 

s o c i a l  'work, a c c r e d i t e d  by the C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  or* a 

f o r e i g n  s c h o o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  the a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(3) h a s  c o m p l e t e d  two y e a r s of s o c i a l  w o r k  u n d e r  the s u p e r­

vi s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  s u b s e q u e n t  to 

c o m p l e t i o n  of g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to the b o a r d ;  and

(5) p a s s e s  the n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ,  or 

an e q u i v a l e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by th e  board.
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p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  social w o r k e r  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  m a y

p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  his or h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o f e s­

si o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  c o d e  of e t h i cs .  A c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  or as an e m p l o y e e  o f  a pu b l i c  

or p r i v a t e  a g e n c y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  L I C E N S U R E  AS S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  

to be l i c e n s e d  ao a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if he or she

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n di n g ;

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;  or a
'

f o r e i g n  s c h o o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  th e  a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  on  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 9 0 .  S C O P E  OF P R A C T I C E  OF S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h is  or h er  i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  and 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  c o d e  of 

ethics. A s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  as an e m p l o y e e  

of a p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  agency.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  L I C E N S E  B Y  E N D O R S E M E N T .  A p e r s o n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  

as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  by a n  a u t h o r i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  m a y  be 

l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or a so c i a l  w o r k e r  in A l a s k a  if 

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for h i s  or h e r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or c e r t i f i c a t e  at 

th e  t i m e  he w a s  l i c e n s e d  ar e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

secs. 60 or 80 o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  C U R R E N T  P R A C T I T I O N E R S .  Th e  b o a r d  shall, upon 

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  g r a n t  a l i c e n s e  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or to a p e r s o n  w h o  has a 

b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  a n d  is e m p l o y e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in t h e  s t a t e  o n  the
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e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  Act, if the a p p l i c a n t  has p a i d  the a p p r o p r i a t e  

fees an d  a p p l i e d  for a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  one y e a r  of the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of thi s  Act.

Sec. 08.87 .1 2 0 .  DENI A L ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E V O C A T I O N  OF L I C E N S E S ; 

C E N S U R E .  T h e b o a r d  m a y  deny, suspe n d ,  or r e v o k e  t h e  l i c e n s e  of a p e r s o n  

or m a y  c e n s u r e  a p e r s o n  who has

(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  thi s  

c h a p t e r  b y  f r a u d or decei t ;  or

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of thi s  c h a p t e r  or a r e g u­

l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.87 . 1 3 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  AN D  R E N E W A L  OF L I C EN S E .  L i c e n s e s  e x­

pi r e  b i e n n i a l l y  on a d ate set by the d e p a r t m e n t  and m a y  be r e n e w e d  by

m a k i n g  an a p p l i c a t i o n  for r e n e w a l  to the d e p a r t m e n t  and  m e e t i n g  o t h e r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 50 of thi s  c h a pter.

Sec. 08.87 . 1 4 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  No l i c e n s e d  c e r t i f i e d

s o c i a l  work e r ,  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or his e m p l o y e e  may d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in hi s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y ,  

e x c e p t  w i t h  th e  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of th e  p e r s o n.  T h i s  doe s  not a p p l y  to 

s u p e r v i s o r y  case c o n f e r e n c e s  a nd  i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  A c l i e n t  

or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  if he is the p l a i n t i f f  in a c i v i l  

a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  thi s c h a p t e r  if 

t hat p r a c t i t i o n e r’s p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n du c t  is in issue.

A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  AN D  P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 08.87 . 1 5 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a li c e n s e ,  or l i c e n s e  r e­

ne w a l  or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  by t his chapter;

(2) use the t i t l e  " c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  or " s o c i al  

w o r k e r " ,  or a t i t l e  or d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  

t hat he is a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n l e s s  l i c e n s e d  by

C S H B  367 -4-
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(3) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  or a r e g u­

l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t er .

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  

a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a f ine of $500, or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

for one y e a r ,  or by both.

Sec. 08.8'7.l60. E Q U I T A B L E  R E L I E F .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  

a n d  r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in this c h a p t e r ,  th e  b o a r d  m a y s e e k  e q u i t a b l e  r e­

li e f  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  not l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or

w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  v i o l a t i n g  any  of

the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t er .

A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 7 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OF A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  ACT.

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  and  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  in a c c o r d a n c e  . 

w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 44.62).

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .l8 O. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t hi s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  th e B o a r d  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s ;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  an d E c o­

nom i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(3) " s o c i a l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e "  m e a n s  at least 30 h o u r s  of 

c o m p e n s a t e d  e m p l o y m e n t  p e r  w e e k  in the p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w ork;

(4) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  at l e a s t  one h o u r  a w e e k  of p e r s o n a l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a s u p e r v i s o r  c o n d u c t e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  by th e b o a r d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n ;  if g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  p r e c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  w e e k l y  c o n s u l­

ta t i o n  b e t w e e n  a p e r s o n  a n d  his s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  be m a i n­

ta i n e d  t h r o u g h  w e e k l y  w r i t t e n  or t e l e p h o n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  as p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;

(5) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s

-5 -  C SH B  367
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i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to effect c h a n g e s  in b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  

or so c ia l  c o n d i t i o n s ;  a n d  i n c l u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  a n d i n t e r p r e t i n g  the s o c i a l  w o r k  a s p e c t s  

of p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or grou p s ;

(B) the use of p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s

or grou p s ;

(C) a s s i s t i n g  in s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w i t h  i n d i­

viduals, fam i l i es ,  or groups.

* Sec. 3- AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(21) B o a r d  of S o ci a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s .

* Sec. -4. T his Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1976.
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