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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 1 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s , J u d i c i a r y  and 
F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E BY  B E I R N E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 36?

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Ac t e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  da t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O R K E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF S O C I A L  W O R K  E X A M I N E R S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  B O A R D  OF S O C I A L  W O R K  

E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

of n o t  l e s s  t h a n  one  c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  one s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  a n d  one

s o c i a l  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e ,  a n d  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  at l a r g e  as the g o v e r n o r  c o n­

si d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  T E R M  O F  O F F I C E .  Th e t h r e e  i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to 

t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  fo r  t e r m s  of two , th r e e ,  an d  f o u r  y e a r s  r e s p e c -  

t i v e l y ;  t h e r e a f t e r  a l l  t e r m s  s h a l l  be for t h r e e  years. A l l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  

s e r v e  at th e  p l e a s u r e  o f  the g o v e r n o r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  B O A R D  M E M B E R S .  A l l  m e m b e r s  of 

the b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  fo r l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 .040. E L E C T I O N  O F  O F F I C E R S .  The b o a r d  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  

e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it m a y  r e q u i r e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 5 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  Th e b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  at l e a s t  o nce a

y e a r .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .O6 O. QUOR U M , A m a j o r i t y  of the b o a r d  c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

quor u m .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  D U T I E S  OF T H E  B O A R D .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l
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(1) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  this  c h a p t e r  e f f e c­

tiv e  and, w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  a d d i t i o n s  to or c h a n g e s  in r e g u l a t i o n s  by a

q u o r u m  v o t e  by m ail; w h e n  c h a n g e s  are p r o p o s e d  in th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  b y

m a i l ,  the c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  a n d  the v o t e s  o n  t h e m  s h a l l  b e  e n t e r e d  i n  th e  

m i n u t e s  of the next m e e t i n g ;

(2) r e c o m m e n d  s t a n d a r d s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  c e r t i­

fie d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e s  to t h e  

s t a t e r e g u l a t o r y  agency;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  l i c e n s e  fees;

(4) e s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  of p r a c t i c e ;

(5) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(6) p r o v i d e  for al l  o t h e r  m a t t e r s ,  w h e t h e r  s i m i l a r  to (1) -

(5) of t hi s  s e c t i o n  or not, a f f e c t i n g  in a n y w a y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  

f u n c t i o n i n g  of the bo a rd .

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 0 8 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E

a /-* m mi_ - i . _ _  ji » j i  1 1 _ /i t  « o  . j  _   > » -1-'.   _ _ u; _. A _ j_
wo'i. 9.lie uocii'u Biiaii com p x y  w x i m  cue iiui!iiiu.si,rai/.L»e n - u u e u u i c  o

(AS 44.62).

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .O8 5 . E X P E N S E S .  M e m b e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  a r e  e n t i t l e d  to 

the p e r  d i e m  an d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a l l o w e d  by lav/.

A R T I C L E  2. E X A M I N A T I O N  A N D  L I C E N S I N G .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 9 0 .  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D .  A p e r s o n  p r a c t i c i n g  or 

o f f e r i n g  to p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  s h a l l  s u b m i t  e v i d e n c e  t hat h e  is 

q u a l i f i e d  to p r a c t i c e ,  a nd  s h a l l  be l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  A P P L I­

CANTS. An  a p p l i c a n t  for a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  

to the board, on f o r m s  a n d  in a m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ,  w r i t t e n  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  th e  a p p l i c a n t  is of g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  h a s  a 

d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  by 

the c o u n c i l  on s o c i a l  w o r k  e d u c a t i o n .  A p p l i c a n t s  are  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  th e  
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a c a d e m i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of this s e c t i o n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1976.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  A P P L I C A N T S .

A n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  s u b m i t  to th e  b o a r d s  on 

f o r m s  a n d  i n  a m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the  board., w r i t t e n  e v i d e n c e  t hat the 

a p p l i c a n t  is o f  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the a p p l i c a n t  s hall 

p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e  h a s  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  in a s o c i a l  w o r k  or 

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a c c r e d i t e d  by the 

c o u n c i l  o n  s o c i a l  w o r k  e d u c a t i o n  or t h a t  he ha s  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  

a n d  tw o  y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  in s o c i a l  work. A p p l i c a n t s  are e x e m p t e d  

f r o m  the a c a d e m i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1976.

Sec. 0 8 , 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  S O C I A L  W O R K  A S S O C I A T E  A P P L I­

CANTS, A n  a p p l i c a n t  fo r  a s o c i a l  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  s u bm i t  to 

the b o a r d ,  o n  f o r m s  an d i n  a m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by the boa rd ,  w r i t t e n  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  th e  a p p l i c a n t  is o f  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  that he ha s  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  

in a n o n s o c i a l  w o r k  f i e l d  or a n  a s s o c i a t e  of art s  d e g r e e ,  or its e q u i v a­

lent, in a p r o g r a m  f r o m  a j u n i o r  c o l l e g e ,  c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a p p r o v e d  

by t h e  bo a r d .  A p p l i c a n t s  are e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t h e  a c a d e m i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

of thi s  s e c t i o n  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1976.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 3 0 .  L I C E N S E  B Y  E X A M I N A T I O N .  The a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  pas s

a w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  in the s u b j e c t s  w h i c h  t h e  b o a r d  p r e s c r i b e s .  The 

b o a r d  s h a l l  I s s u e  a l i c e n s e  to a n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  p a s s e s  the e x a m i n a t i o n  

if the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  secs. 100, 110 a n d  120 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  

ar e  a l s o  met .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n n u a l l y  and as 

o f t e n  as it c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  U n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1976, a p p l i c a n t s  I

s h a l l  be e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  if t h e  b o a r d  

is s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  at the t i m e  of a p p l i c a t i o n  th e  a p p l i c a n t  ha s  for the

p r e v i o u s  t w o  y e a r s  e n g a g e d  In th e  p r a c t i c e  for w h i c h  the e x a m i n a t i o n

w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  be r e q u i r e d .

"3 -  H B  367
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Sec. 08 . 8 7 . 1 4 0 .  L I C E N S E  B Y  E N D O R S E M E N T .  Th e  b o a r d  m a y  I s s u e  a 

l i c e n s e  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  to p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  to an a p p l i c a n t  w h o  is 

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  the  lav/s of a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  i m p o s e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the 

same r e q u i r e m e n t s  as this c h a p t e r,  ha s  p a s s e d  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  s i m i l a r  to 

that for w h i c h  e x e m p t i o n  is sought, and m e e t s  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  sec. 

100, 110 or 120 of t h i s  c h a pter.

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .i5 O. L I C E N S E  R E N EW A L .  L i c e n s e s  s h a l l  be r e n e w e d  

b i e n n i a l l y  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .i5 5 . PEES. E a c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee, r e n e w a l fee, b i e n n i a l  

an d  o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e  fee is $50.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . l 6 0 .  G R O U N D S  F O R  DE N I A L ,  S U S P E N S I O N  O R  R E V O C A T I O N .  T h e  

b o a r d ,  a f t e r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) ,  

m a y  d e n y ,  s u s p e n d ,  or r e v o k e  the l i c e n s e  of a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) has o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e

u n d e r  this  c h a p t e r  by f r a u d  or decei t ;

(2) ha s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a f e lo n y ;

(3) ha s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a c r i m e  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e ;

(4) is h a b i t u a l l y  i n t o x i c a t e d  or is a d d i c t e d  to the u s e  of

n a r c o t i c s ;

(5) is g u i l t y , i n  the o p i n i o n  of th e  b o a r d ,  of n e g l i g e n c e  

w h i c h  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  to a c l i e n t;

(6) is g u i l t y  of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t ;

(7) h a s  w i l f u l l y  or r e p e a t e d l y  v i o l a t e d  any of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

of thi s  c h a p t e r .

A R T I C L E  3- U N L A W F U L  ACTS.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 7 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  It is a m i s d e m e a n o r  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) s e l l  or f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  o r  f u r n i s h ,  or a i d  or a b e t  in

the s e l l i n g  o r  f r a u d u l e n t  o b t a i n i n g  or f u r n i s h i n g  o f ,  a l i c e n s e ,  l i c e n s e

r e n e w a l  or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  by this c ha p t e r ;

HB 367  “ J'i“
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(2) p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  u n d e r  c o v e r  of a d i p l o m a ,  l i c ense, 

or r e c o r d  i l l e g a l l y  or f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  or s i g n e d  or i s s u e d  u n l a w­

fu l l y  or by f r a u d u l e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(3) p r a c t i c e  or o f f e r  to p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k  w i t h o u t  a

l i c e n s e ;

(J4) us e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  n a m e  a d e s i g n a t i o n  t e n d i n g  to 

i m p l y  t h a t  he is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  h e  is li c e n s e d ;

(5) p r a c t i c e  d u r i n g  th e  t i m e  his l i c e n s e  is laps e d ,  s u s p e n d e d  

or r e v o k e d ;  or

(6) k n o w i n g l y  v i o l a t e  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  c h a pter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 8 0 .  P U N I S H M E N T  F O R  M I S D E M E A N O R .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  

sec. 170 of th i s  c h a p t e r  is p u n i s h a b l e  by i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  not less t h a n  

10 d a y s  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  one y e a r ,  or by a f in e  of n o t  less t h a n  $10 nor 

m o r e  t h a n  $500, o r  b y  both.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 9 0 .  U N L I C E N S E D  P R A C T I C E  A P U B L I C  N U I S A N C E .  The 

p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k  fo r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  by a p e r s o n  w h o  is not licensed, 

or w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  is d e c l a r e d  to be 

i n i m i c a l  to th e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  a n d  to c o n s t i t u t e  a p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 0 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  I N J U N C T I O N .  T h e  b o a r d  m a y  a p p l y  

for a n  i n j u n c t i o n  in a c o m p e t e n t  c o u r t  to e n j o i n  a p e r s o n  not l i c e n s e d  

or w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  p r a c t i c i n g  

s o c i a l  w ork. T h e  c o u r t  m a y  i s s u e  a t e m p o r a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  e n j o i n i n g  the 

d e f e n d a n t  f r o m  p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  work.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 1 0 .  I S S U A N C E  OF I N J U N C T I O N .  If it is e s t a b l i s h e d  tha t 

t h e  d e f e n d a n t  h a s  b e e n  or is p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  or 

has b e e n  or is p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k  a f t e r  his l i c e n s e  has b e e n  s u s­

p e n d e d  or r e v o k e d  or has e x p i r e d ,  the c o u r t  m a y  e n j o i n  the d e f e n d a n t  

f r o m  f u r t h e r  p r a c t i c e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 2 0 .  R E M E D Y  N O T  E X C L U S I V E .  If a p e r s o n  v i o l a t e s  an
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i n j u n c t i o n  I s s u e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  h e  m a y  b e  p u n i s h e d  for c o n t e m p t  of 

court. T h e  i n j u n c t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  is in a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  and 

r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in this chapter.

A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 3 0 .  E X C E P T I O N S  T O  T H I S  C H A P T E R .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  d o e s  n o t  

a p p l y  to

(1) a q u a l i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  

e m p l o y e d  b y  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  a b u r e a u ,  a g e n c y  or d i v i s i o n  

of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i l e  in t h e d i s c h a r g e  of hi s  o f f i c i a l  

d u t i e s  5
(2) t h e  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k  by  a s t u d e n t

(A) e n r o l l e d  in a p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  th e  b o a r d ;  or

(B) w o r k i n g  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  ch a p t e r ;

(3) t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  s t a t e  law; or

(4) the p r a c t i c e  of a p r o f e s s i o n  if the p e r s o n  d o e s  no t  h o l d  

h i m s e l f  out to the p u b l i c  by t i t l e  or d e s c r i p t i o n  of s e r v i c e  as b e i n g  

e n g a g e d  in s o c i a l  work.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 4 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .  (a) No l i c e n s e d  

c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or s o c i a l  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e  or his  

e m p l o y e e  m a y  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  h a s  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t­

ing h i m  In, hi s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y  e x c e p t  w i t h  the w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of 

the p e r s o n  or, in the cas e  of d i s a b i l i t y ,  o f  hi s  o w n  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n­

ta t i v e  or  o t h e r  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to sue on  his b e h a l f.

(b) A c l i e n t  w a i v e s  the p r i v i l e g e  b y  b r i n g i n g  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  the 

l i c e n s e d  c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  the s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k  

a s s o c i a t e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 5 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  As u s e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  the 

c o n t e xt  o t h e r w i s e  d i c t a t e s ,
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(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  t h e  B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s ;

(2) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  i n c l u d e s  b u t  is no t  l i m i t e d  to a s e r v i c e  or 

a c t i v i t y  p e r f o r m e d  for c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  d e s i g n e d  to p r o m o t e  th e  w e l f a r e  of 

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  the i n d i v i d u a l  t h r o u g h  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  h e a l t h  

c l i n i c s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  o n  J u l y  1, 1975*
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