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H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 325 
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  c o r o n e r’s

i n q u e s t s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 1 0  - 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 1 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

55 Sec. 2. AS 1 2 . 6 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

C H A P T E R  65. M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S  A N D  C O R O N E R ' S  INQUEST.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 1 1 .  B O A R D  O F  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is th e  B o a r d

o f  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  in th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P ub l i c  Safety. T h e  b o a r d

c o n s i s t s  of s e v e n  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  th e  c o m m i s­

s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

S t a t e  t r o o p e r s  o f  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of the 

s t a t e  m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  or t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e s i g n e e s ,  a n d  t h r e e  

m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r .  Of t h e  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by 

t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  on e s h a l l  b e  a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  jud g e ,  one s h a l l  be a c h i e f  

o f  p o l i c e  o f  a  c i t y  of at l e a s t  1 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  s h a l l 

b e  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  T h e  a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s erve 

f o r  t w o - y e a r  t e r m s .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  of 

t h e  bo a r d.  The. b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  at l e a s t  b l a n n u a l l y .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 1 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  T h e  b o a r d  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  

fo r  t h e  st a t e ,  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  it 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  p a t h o l o g i s t s ,  or in a r e a s  w h e r e  n o n e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  

d o c t o r s  o f  m e d i c i n e  l i c e n s e d  in t h e  state. A s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  examinatior
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p e r s o n n e l  m a y  i n c l u d e  t e c h n i c a l s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  or c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  

n e c e s s a r y  for the p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  c h ap t e r .  Th e  s a l a r y  

of t he  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ,  a n d  a s s i s­

tan t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by the  board.

Sec, 12 . 6 5 , 0 3 1 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  a n d  p u b l i s h

r e g u l a t i o n s  that are n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  

c h a p t e r .

Sec, 1 2 . 6 5. 0 4 1 .  D U T I E S  OP M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  (a) A m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  d e a t h s  o c c u r r i n g  in th e  f o l l o w i n g  c a t e -  j 

g o r i e s :

(1) v i o l e n t  death, w h e t h e r  h o m o c i d e , s u i c i d e  or a c c i d e n t ;

(2) d e a t h  o f  a p e r s o n  u n a t t e n d e d  by a p h y s i c i a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  

a p e r s o n  d e a d  on a r r i v a l  at a h o s p i t a l  an d  a p e r s o n  w h o s e  h o s p i t a l i z a­

ti o n  w a s  not of s u f f i c i e n t  d u r a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  a c a u s e  of de a t h;

(3) d e a t h  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;

(4) d e a t h  of a n  i n m a t e  at a p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  not h o s p i t a l­

ize d  for o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e  at the t i m e  of death;

(5) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  or a c c i d e n t ;

(6) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to a d i s e a s e  w h i c h  m i g h t  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

t h r e a t  to p u b l i c  h e a l t h ;  a n d

(7) d e a t h  of a p e r s o n  w i t h  a m e d i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  d i s e a s e  

w h e n  t h e r e  is no n e x t  of kin.

(b) O n l y  a p h y s i c i a n  has the a u t h o r i t y  to s ign a d e a t h  c e r t i ficate] 

i n v o l v i n g  a d e a t h  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t h i s  section.

(c) M e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  m a y  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  to la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  in e x a m i n a t i o n s  an d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c ri m e s  not i n v o l v i n g  death.

Sec, 12,6 5= 0 5 1 .  A U TO P S Y .  When, in th e  o p i n i o n  o f  the m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r ,  an a u t o p s y  is n e c e s s a r y  in t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a d e a t h
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o c c u r r i n g  in o ne  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  in  sec. 4l(a) of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the 

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y . o r d e r  the a u t o p s y ,  e v e n  o v e r  the o b j e c t i o n  of the 

n e x t  of kin. D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of s t a t e  t r o o p e r s ,  and 

m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  m a y  r e q u e s t  a u t o p s i e s  o f  th e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  in a p p r o p r i a t e  cases. A n  a u t o p s y  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  be 

as e x t e n s i v e  as is c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  b y  th e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

Sec. i 2 .6 5 .O6 l. R E C O R D S .  T h e  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  a n d  r e p o r t s  o f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i­

n a t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  b y  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .  C o p i e s  of 

a u t o p s y  r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  to l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a g e n c i e s ,  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r s .  C o p i e s  m a y  a l s o  be 

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r s  of d e c e d e n t’s f a m i l y  a n d  to p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  

a n d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  f o r  a r e a s o n a b l e  fee to c o v e r  t h e  cost  of m a k i n g  

t h e  c o p i e s .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 1 .  IN Q U E S T .  W h e n ,  i n  t h e o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l

e x a m i n e r ,  a n  i n q u e s t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of a 

d e a t h ,  t h e m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  r e q u e s t  t he  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  or l o c a l  

m a g i s t r a t e  to c o n v e n e  a n  i n q u e st .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 8 1 .  S U M M O N I N G  J U R O R S  F O R  I N Q U E S T .  If a n  i n q u e s t  is 

w a r r a n t e d ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u m m o n  

si x  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  by l a w  to s e r v e  as j u r o r s  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  h i m

at a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to i n q u i r e  in t o  the c a u s e  of the death.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 1 .  O A T H  OF I N Q U E S T  J U R O R S .  W h e n  si x  j u r o r s  atte n d , 

t h e y  s h a l l  b e  s w o r n  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  to  i n q u i r e  wh o 

t h e  p e r s o n  w a s  a n d  w he n ,  w h e r e ,  a n d  b y  w h a t  m e a n s  he ca m e  to hi s  death, 

a n d  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  the  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  h i s  d e a t h ,  a n d  to give 

a t r u e  v e r d i c t  a c c o r d i n g  to th e  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  t h e m  or a r i s i n g  f ro m  

t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  body.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 1 .  S U B P O E N A  A N D  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  W I T N E S S E S .  The
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d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  s u b p o e n a  a n d  examine, as w i t n e s s e s  

p e r s o n s  who, in his o p i n i o n ,  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  of the  m a t e r i a l  facts, 

a n d  a l s o  the a p p o i n t e d  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  w h o  s h a l l  g i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

o p i n i o n  as to the c a u s e  of the death. The t e s t i m o n y  s h a l l  be r e d u c e d  

to w r i ti n g .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5. 1 1 1 .  V E R D I C T  O P  I N Q U E S T  JURY. A f t e r  h e a r i n g  the t e s t i­

mony, the j u r y  or t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e i r  n u m b e r  s h a l l  g i v e  its w r i t t e n  

v e r d i c t ,  s i g n e d  by  t h e m  a n d  s e t t i n g  out

(1) th e  n a m e  of the p e r s o n  k i l l e d  a n d  w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  an d  b y

w h a t  m e a n s  he c a m e  to his death; and

(2) if he was k i l l e d  or his d e a t h  w a s  o c c a s i o n e d  by the act 

of a n o t h e r  by c r i m i n a l  mea n s .

Sec. 12 . 6 5 . 1 2 1 .  W A R R A N T  F O R  A R R E S T  O P  P E R S O N  C A U S I N G  DEATH. If 

t h e  j u r y  f inds tha t  a c r i me  was c o m m i t t e d  in th e  k i l l i n g ,  a n d  a l s o  

c h a r g e s  a p e r s o n  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  of th e  cr im e ,  the d i s t r i c t  j u d g e 

or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l i m m e d i a t e l y  I s s u e  a w a r r a n t  f o r  th e  a r r e s t  of tha t  

p e r s o n .

Sec. 1 2 . 65 . 1 3 1 .  B U R I A L  OP BODY. W h e n  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s­

tr a t e  h o l d s  an i n q u e s t  u p o n  a b o d y  a nd  no f r i e n d  or r e l a t i v e  a p p e a r s  

to c l a i m  the b o d y  for b u r i a l  an d  no p r o v i s i o n  is m a d e  for the b o d y

u n d e r  AS 13-50, the d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  n o t i f y  the

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  c a u s e  the b o d y  to 

b e  p l a i n l y  a n d  d e c e n t l y  b u r i e d  or c r e m a t e d  a n d th e r e m a i n s  d e c e n t l y  

I n t e r r e d .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 ^ 1 .  P R O P E R T Y  ON BODY. If m o n e y  or o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  

is f o u n d  o n  the b o d y ,  th e  ju d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  m a k e  a n  i n v e n t o r y  

of it for hi s  r e c o r d s  a n d  t a k e  it i nto h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  He shall, 

w i t h i n  30 d a y s  a f t e r  the i n qu e s t ,  t r a n s m i t  a c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  of the 

I n v e n t o r y  a n d  the m o n e y  or p r o p e r t y  to t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  s u p e r i o r  court.
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T h e  c l e r k  s h a l l  c a u s e  the p r o p e r t y  to be s o l d  as u p o n  e x e c u t i o n  and 

s h a l l  d e d u c t  t h e  e x p e n s e s  of t h e  sal e  f r o m  t h e  p r o c e e d s .  He s h a l l 

d e p o s i t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  sale a n d  a n y  m o n e y  d e l i v e r e  

to h i m  by t h e  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  as m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  

o n  j u d g m e n t s  in f a v o r  of the state.
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