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sp o n s o r :  B r a d n e r ,  H. Beirn e ,
B o w m a n ,  et al

O f f e re d :  4 / 2 5 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 238 (Finance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

’ an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the c u s t o d y  an d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of

a c h i l d  in c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  a n d  a d d i n g  to the c o u r t ' s 

a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  R u l e  17(b), R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  

an d  R u l e s  11(a) a n d  15, R u l e s  of C h i l d r e n ' s  P r o c e d u r e . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

55 S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 9 - 5 5 . 2 0 5  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 5 5 . 2 0 5 .  J U D G M E N T S  F O R  C U S T O D Y .  In a n  a c t i o n  fo r d i v o r c e  

or for l e g a l  s e p a r a t i o n  the court may, d u r i n g  the p e n d e n c y  o f  the 

action,, or at t h e  f i n a l  h e a r i n g  or at an y  t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r  d u r i n g  the 

m i n o r i t y  o f  a n y  c h i l d  of th e  m a r r i a g e ,  m a k e  an o r d e r  for t h e  c u s t o d y  of 

or v i s i t a t i o n  w i t h  the m i n o r  c h i l d  w h i c h  m a y  s e e m  n e c e s s a r y  or p r o p e r  

a n d  m a y  at a n y  t i m e  m o d i f y  or v a c a t e  the order. A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a 

g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  for the c h i l d  s hall be m a d e  u n d e r  the ■

te r m s  of  AS 0 9 . 6 5 . 1 3 0 .  In a w a r d i n g  c u s t o d y  the c o u r t  is to be g u i d e d  

b y  the f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s :  j

(1) b y  w ha t  a p p e a r s  to be for the b est i n t e r e s t s  o f  the c h i l d  :■

and  if th e  c h i l d  is of a s u f f i c i e n t  a g e  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  to f o r m  a p r e -  j

f e r e n e e ,  th e  c o u r t  m a y  c o n s i d e r  that p r e f e r e n c e  in d e t e r m i n i n g  the 

q u e s t i o n ;

(2) as b e t w e e n  p a r e n t s  a d v e r s e l y  c l a i m i n g  t h e  c u s t o d y  n e i t h e r  ;

p a r e n t  is e n t i t l e d  to It as of right. i

* Sec. 2. AS 0 9 . 6 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 0 9 . 6 5 . 1 3 0 .  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  OF CHILD. (a) Th e  court may, 

u p o n  the m o t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  p a r t y  or u p o n  its o w n  m o t i o n ,  a p p o i n t  an
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a t t o r n e y  or g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  to r e p r e s e n t  the i n t e r e s t s  of a m i n o r  or 

d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to his c u s t o d y ,  suppo r t,  a n d  v i s i t a t i o n  or 

in an y  o t h e r  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g  i n v o l v i n g  h i s - w e l f a r e .  W h e n  c u st o d y ,  

support, or v i s i t a t i o n  are at i s s u e in a d i v o r c e ,  it is t he  r e s p o n s i­

bi l i t y  of  the p a r t i e s  or t h e i r  c o u n s e l  to n o t i f y  the c o u rt  tha t t ho s e  

m a t t e r s  are at issue. U p o n  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  th e  c ourt s h a ll  d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r  the c h i l d  s h o u l d  hav e  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  or o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  and 

s hall m a k e  a f i n d i n g  on the r e c o r d  b e f o r e  trial. The court s ha l l  e n t e r  

an o r d e r  for costs, fees, and d i s b u r s e m e n t s  in f a v o r  o f  the c h i l d’s 

a t t o r n e y  or g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  an d  m a y  f u r t h e r  o r d e r  t h a t  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  

be p r o v i d e d  for th e p r o t e c t i o n  of the child.

(b) If cu s t o d y ,  support, or v i s i t a t i o n  is an issu e ,  th e o r d e r 

for costs, fees, an d d i s b u r s e m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  a g a i n s t  e i t h e r  or b o t h  

p a r ents, e x c e p t  that, if one of the p a r t i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the c o s t s  is | 

i n digent, t h e  costs, fees, an d  d i s b u r s e m e n t s  for tha t  p a r t y  s ha l l  be 

b o r n e  by t h e  state. If e i t h e r  or b o t h  p a r e n t s  are o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  

w i t h o u t  funds, as d e t e r m i n e d  by the court, t h e  c ourt m a y  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  

for legal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  or o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  to the child; h o w­

ever, no r e p a y m e n t  m a y  be r e q u i r e d  for t h o s e  w h o  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  l e g a l  

s e r v i c e s  for the indi g e n t .  Th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  Is r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  e n­

f o r c i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o w e d  the court, a n d  r e p a y m e n t  s h a l l  be m a d e  d i r e c t l y  

to the c ourt u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of the courts. The c ourt shall, if p o s s i b l e ,  a v o i d  a s s i g n i n g  c o s t s  to 

o n l y  one p a r t y  by o r d e r i n g  that c osts o f  the c h i l d ' s  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a­

ti o n  or o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  be p a i d  f r o m  p r o c e e d s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a sale of 

p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g  to b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  b e f o r e  a d i v i s i o n  of p r o p e r t y  is 

m a d e .

* Sec. 3. AS 1 8 . 8 5 . 1 0 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) The a t t o r n e y  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  and the c ourt c o s t s  shall 

C S H B  238 (Finance), a m  S -2-



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I i

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

be p r o v i d e d  at p u b l i c  e x p e n s e  to the ex t e n t  tha t  the p e r s o n ,  at the time 

the co u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  i n d i g e n c y ,  is u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  for  p a y m e n t  w i t h o u t 

u n d u e  h a r d s h i p .  A p p o i n t m e n t  of a n y  g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  shall 

be m a d e  u n d e r  the t e r m s  of AS 0 9 .6 5 .130, to the e x t e n t  that t hat s e c t ion 

is not i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h i s  chapter.

* Sec. 4. AS 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(j ) A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  for a p e r s o n  to 

be a d o p t e d  w h o  is a m i n o r  s hall be m a d e  u n d e r  the t e r m s  of A S  09.65 * 1 3 0 .

* Sec. 5. AS 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 7 . 1 0 . 0 5 0 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  OP G U A R D I A N  A D  L I T E M  O R  A T T O R N E Y . 

W h e n e v e r  in th e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n s t i t u t e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  it 

a p p e a r s  to th e  co u r t  t h a t  the w e l f a r e  o f  a m i n o r  w i l l  be p r o m o t e d  by the 

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y , the c ourt m a y  m a k e  the 

a p p o i n t m e n t . A p p o i n t m e n t  of a g u a r d i a n  ad l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  s h a l l be 

m a d e  u n d e r  t h e  t e r m s  of AS 0 9 . 6 5 .130.

* Sec. 6. S e c t i o n  1 of t h i s  Act has the e f f e c t  o f  a d d i n g  to the d i s c r e -  

i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  o f  the c o u r t  to a p p o i n t  a g u a r d i a n  a d  l i t e m  or a t t o r n e y  to 

■epresent th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a m i n o r  c h i l d  in l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  R u l e  

7 ( b ) ,  A l a s k a  R u l e s  of C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  an d  R u l e s  11(a) a n d  15, A l a s k a  R u l e s 

f C h i l d r e n ' s  P r o c e d u r e ,  b y  a l l o w i n g  the c o ur t  to a p p o i n t  an a t t o r n e y  to 

■epresent t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  a c h i l d  in a l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g  e i t h e r  o n  the cour t ' s 

wn  m o t i o n  o r  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  pa r t y ,  a n d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  for a d v a n c e s

or l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  p a y m e n t  of c o st s  f r o m  t h e  sale of j o i n t  p r o p e r t y  

e f o r e  p r o p e r t y  s e t t l e m e n t .
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