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Introduced: 2/28/75
Referred: Judicilary

BY BRADNER,BEIRNE,BROWN,
GARDINER,GRUENING,MCKINNON,
MILLER,NAUGHTON,PARKER,

N THE HOUSE SULLIVAN AND WALLIS

HOUSE BILL NO, 237

(i;, IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
NINTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
' A BILL

or an Act entitled: "An Act relating to mediation in divorce actiohs.?
E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: :

¥ Section 1, It dis the intent of this Act to pfovide a means of mediation
between parties in. divorce aotioqs, in arder to achieve a mutually agreéable
settlement in termination of the marriage, and to thereby minimize disr#ption
of the household, adverse effects on minor children, and litigation between
the parties. |
¥ Sec, 2. AS 09.55 i1s amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09.55.115, MEDIATION, (a) At any time after a divorce:
action is filed, a party to the action may submit a request to the;Cdurt
for mediation, for the purpose of achleving a mutually agreeable séttle—
ment in termination of the marriage. When a party requests settle@ent
mediation, the other party shall answer the request on the record,iénd
the judge may order mediation. When no request for mediation is méde,
the court may order the parties to submit to mediation if there is?
reason to believe that mediation may result in a more satisfactoryj
settlement between the parties, |

(b) The court appoints the mediaﬁor. The court may appoint pim—
self, another judge, a standing master, or any other person the coﬁrt
finds suitable to act as mediator.

(¢c) Mediation shall be condﬁcted informally as a conference é}
serles of conferences. The parties to the action and a representaﬁive
of the minor children of the marriage, 1f any, shall attend.

(d) After the first conference, elther party may withdraw, or the
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mediator may terminate mediation if he determines that mediation efforts
are unsuccessful. Upon withdrawal by elther party on termination by the
mediator, the mediator shall notify the court that mediation efforts |
have failed, and the divorce action shall proceed in the usual manner.

(e) If a judge serves as mediator and the mediation efforts fail,
the judge, on the request of a party, shall withdraw from further

proceedings on the case. A party requesting withdrawal of a judge shall

(f) Upon submission of the parties to mediation under this section,v

divorce proceedings then pending shall be stayed for a period of 30 days

or until the court is notified that mediation efforts have failed. All

court orders made under sec. 200 of this chaptef remain in effect during

the period of medlation.
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