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CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 63 (Finance)

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

?or a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act c r e a t i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

3E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

s S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S  A N D  P U R P O S E .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  tha t  the 

liverse t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  of t he  s t a t e  w o u l d  b e s t  be s e r v e d  by t h e  c r e a­

tion of a s i n g l e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e p l a n n i n g ,  study, c o n s t r u c t i o n  an d  o p e r a­

tion of i n t e g r a t e d ,  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  syste m s .  The  p u r p o s e  of this 

l e p a r t m e n t is to e v a l u a t e ,  p l a n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  o p e r a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  all 

state t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  s y s t e m s ,  r e l y i n g  o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  the r e l a t i v e  

i d v a n t a g e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m o d e s  a n d  s y s t e m s  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  social, 

sconomic, a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

* Sec. 2. AS 44 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  42. D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .

■ Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is th e  c o m m i s­

s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

(1) p l a n  a l l  s t a t e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ;

(2) s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  in the 

s t a t e  to d e t e r m i n e  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t  be i m p r o v e d  or w h e t h e r  t h e y  s h o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  to be m a i n t a i n e d ;

(3) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  e c o n o m i c  c o s t s  of e a c h  a l t e r n a t i v e  and
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its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  an d  so c i a l  e ff ects;

(4) d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e ,  i n t e r m o d a l  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  for the state;

(5) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in 

u r b a n  a r e a s  an d  d e v e l o p  p l a n s  to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(6) c o o p e r a t e  and c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  a n d  e n t e r  int o  a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  feder al ,  s tate an d l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a­

tio n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  in e x e r c i s i n g  its p o w e r s  a n d  duti es ;

(7) e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to a v a i l a b l e  or 

f u t u r e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a n d  a n y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  service;

(8) e x e r c i s e  the p o w e r  of e m i n e n t  d o m a i n ; a n d

(9) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act 

(AS 44,62) to i m p l e m e n t ,  i n t e r p r e t ,  or m a k e  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  its p o w e r s  a n d  I 

duties.

Sec. 44.42 . 03 0 .  DUTIE S .  The d e p a r t m e n t  shall:

(1) p l a n ,  c o ns t r u c t ,  m a i n t a i n  an d  o p e r a t e  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  all state h i g h w a y s ,  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ships 

and f a c i l i t i e s ,  d o c k s ,  b r e a k w a t e r s ,  a i r p o r t s  a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

e x c e pt  d e s i g n  an d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  Is th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b li c  W o r k s ;

(2) s t u d y  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the state, 

c o n s i d e r i n g  the e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  an d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  of e a c h  

a l t e r n a t i v e ;

(3) c o o r d i n a t e  an d  d e v e l o p  s t a t e  a n d  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

systems, c o n s i d e r i n g  d e l e t i o n s ,  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  th e a b s e n c e  of a l t e r a t i o n s :  

and

(4) d e v e l o p  f a c i l i t y  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i­

ties r e q u i r e d  to i m p l e m e n t  t h e s e  d u t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  but not l i m i t e d  to (A) 
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f i r s t  a n d  l i f e  c y c l e  c ost b u d g e t s ;  (B) f u n c t i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  cri t e r i a ;  

a n d  (c) s c h e d u l e s  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 4 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  may, 

w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  o r g a n i z e  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  int o  th o s e  

d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  c a n  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t l y  p e r f o r m  the f u n c t i o n s  o f  the d e p a r t­

me n t  .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 0 .  S T A T E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  PLAN. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a n d  k e e p  c u r r e n t  b y  p e r i o d i c  r e v i s i o n ,  at i n t e r v a l s  not 

l es s  f r e q u e n t  t h a n  f i v e  years, a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n t e r m o d a l  l o n g - r a n g e  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  f o r  the state. T h e  s t a t e  p l a n  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  m e a n s  

a n d  c o s t s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s tate s u b s i d i e s ,  

a n d  th e  c o s t s  a n d  b e n e f i t s  of n e w  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o d e s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s .

(b) In d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  r e v i s i n g  t h e  plan, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s hall 

s e e k  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  a n y  r e a s o n a b l e  m e a n s  a n d  m a y

(1) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  and 

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  c o r p o r a t i o n s  and 

o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in the 

state; a n d

(2) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  a n  a g e n c y  or o t h e r  u nit o f  state 

g o v e r n m e n t  or of a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of it, o r  f r o m  a p u b l i c  a u t h o r­

ity, the a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  d a t a  t h a t  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the c o m­

m i s s i o n e r  to c a r r y  out hi s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  thi s  section.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  c o p i e s  of p r o p o s e d  p o l i c i e s  and 

p l a n s  a n n u a l l y  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e l e g i s l a t u r e  

c o n v e n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  a p p r o v e ,  r e j e c t  or m o d i f y  th e  p o l i c i e s  

a n d  p l a n s  b y  c o n c u r r e n t  r e s o l u t i o n .  If th e l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  to act 

d u r i n g  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  th e  p o l i c i e s  an d  p l a n s  are a p p r o v e d .

(d) C o p i e s  of t h e  plan, as r e v i s e d ,  shall be k ept on file as a
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p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  in the o f f i c e  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  at e a c h  r e g i o n a l  

or d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  of the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 44.4 2 .0 6 0 .  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S  A N D  S U R V E Y S .  (a) W h e n  a m a j o r  

n e w  state t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  or a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n s i o n  or a l t e r a­

tio n  of an e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  or f a c i l i t y  is p r o p o s e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

giv e n o t i c e  o f  the p r o p o s a l  a n d  of the o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e q u e s t  a p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g  to the g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  

of e a c h  a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y .  The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  n o t i c e  is to p r o v i d e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  to the g o v e r n i n g  bod y  and t h o s e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  for i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  o f  a p r o p o s a l  f r o m  the e a r l i e s t  

tim e p r a c t i c a b l e .

(b) In g i v i n g  n o t i c e  u n d e r  this  s e ct i o n ,  the n o t i c e  s ha l l  d e s c r i b e  

the p r oj e c t ,  i n v i t e  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l ,  i n f o r m  that 

all c u r r e n t  and  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  in at l east one d e s i g n a t e d  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  the a f f e c t e d  c o m­

munity, a n d  i n f o r m  tha t b a s ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be j 

p r o v i d e d  u p o n  the r e q u e s t  of a n y  pers o n .  Th e  n o t i c e  s h al l  a l s o  i n f o r m  ! 

that a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  u p o n  th e  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  of the

g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  or o f  at least 20 i n t e r e s t e d

r e s i d e n t s  of the a f f e c t e d  c o mmunity.

(c) If th e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of an a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  r e q u e s t s  a 

h e a r i n g ,  the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  take p l a c e  b e f o r e  tha t  g o v e r n i n g  body.

O t h e r w i s e  the p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  m a y  be h e l d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  at a n y  c o n­

ven i e n t  l o c a t i on .  If a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  is held, the d e a d l i n e  for w r i t t e n  

c o m m e nt  m a y  be not e a r l i e r  t h a n  30 d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the heari n g .

(d) At a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  th e  p r o p o s a l ,  

i d e n t i f y  t h e e s s e n t i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  in f a v o r  o f  it, a n d  r e c e i v e  c o m­

men t s  and a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  an y  i n t e r e s t e d  pers o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  at

a h e a r i n g ,  to the ex t e n t  t hey hav e b e e n  d e v e l o p e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s hall
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p r e s e n t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s a l ,  its c o s t s  a n d  

b e n e f i t s ,  its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s ,  a n d  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  i n c l u d i n g  the a l t e r n a t i v e  of not c o n s t r u c t i n g  

a f a c i l i t y .

(e) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  s u r v e y s  of the r e s i d e n t s  of e a c h  

a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y  to e n a b l e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  to e x p r e s s  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

th e  p r o p o s a l .

(f) W i t h i n  90 d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  a h e a r i n g  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h al l  p r e­

p a r e  a n d  m a i l  to t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of a n  a f f e c t e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  an d  to 

e a c h  k n o w n  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  a r e p o r t  w h i c h  s u m m a r i z e s  t he  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  

a n d  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  r e c e i v e d  a n d  the r e s u l t s  o f  s u r v e y s  an d  o t h e r  

r e l e v a n t  d a t a  a n d  w h i c h  i n f o r m s  w h e t h e r  a n d  to w h a t  e x t e n t  the p r o p o s a l  

h a s  b e e n  m o d i f i e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s ,  s u r v e y s  a n d  o t h e r  

r e l e v a n t  data.

(g) T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  not a p p l y  to i m p r o v e m e n t s  or m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

to e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  do no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  the e n v i r o n m e n t  

n o r  to a c t i o n s  a n d  r e p a i r s  w h i c h  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to me e t  a d i s a s t e r  or 

e m e r g e n c y  w h i c h  t h r e a t e n s  h u m a n  lives.

(h) F o r  p u r p o s e s  of this s e c ti o n ,

(1) " a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t y "  m e a n s  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  or a n  u n i n c o r­

p o r a t e d  v i l l a g e  of 25 or m o r e  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  is d i r e c t l y  s e r v e d  b y  an 

e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  o r  w h e r e  a n  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  is a c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  or 

in w h i c h  a p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  be l o c a t e d ,  or w h i c h  w o u l d  

be d i r e c t l y  s e r v e d  by a p r o p o s e d  f a c i l i t y ;

(2) " m u n i c i p a l i t y "  m e a n s  a h o m e  r u l e  or g e n e r a l  l a w  b o r o u g h  

or c i t y  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  to a u n i f i e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  

u n d e r  AS 29.68.

(i) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a­

ti v e  P r o c e d u r e  Ac t (AS 44.62) to i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  s e c tion.
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S e c , 4 4 . 4 2 , 0 7 0.  G R A N T S  TO T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  ma y  

a p p l y  for an d  a c c e p t ,  on b e h a l f  of the state, g r a n t s  f r o m  the f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  or a n  a g e n c y  of it or f r o m  a n o t h e r  state, a f o u n d a t i o n ,  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  for an y  of the f u n c t i o n s  or 

p u r p o s e s  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  m a y  e x p e n d  the m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  thi s  

s e c t i o n  for t h o s e  f u n c t i o n s  or p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 8 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  T h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  o t h e r  d e p a r t ­

m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i s k s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a ­

t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  a r i s e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .

s S ec. 3- (a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  d u t i e s

a n d  p o w e r s  f o r m e r l y  h e l d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  r e l a t i n g  to 

p l a n n i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i ­

t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a t e  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s  

e x c e p t  f o r  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  a p p u r t e n a n t  s t r u c t u r e s .

(b) The D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is v e s t e d  w i t h  the d u t i e s  and 

p o w e r s  f o r m e r l y  h e l d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s  r e l a t i n g  to p l a n n i n g ,  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

i n c l u d i n g  state h i g h w a y s ,  roads, b r i d g e s ,  t r a f f i c  s i g n s  a n d  s i g na l s ,  the 

s u p e r v i s i o n  an d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of s tate a u t o m o t i v e  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  e q u i p m e n t ,  the 

c o n t r o l  of o u t d o o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  v i s i b l e  f r o m  s t at e  h i g h w a y s  a n d  all o t h e r  

d u t i e s  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s .

* Sec. 4. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s h a l l  r e p l a c e  the c o m m i s­

si o n e r  of h i g h w a y s  on the S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  B o a r d ,  the A l a s k a  T o l l  B r i d g e  

A u t h o r i t y ,  the A l a s k a  S a f e t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  al l  o t h e r  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

* Sec. 5- AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 0 0  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 1 4  an d  A S  4 4 . 4 4 . 0 1 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* S ec. 6. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 75.
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