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F i n a n c e

I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 75
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  and

^  IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An  Act c r e a t i n g  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  and

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d at e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  42. D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is th e  c o m m i s­

si o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF D E P A R T M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l :

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  a l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

m a s t e r  p l a n  for  t h e  state;

e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  h i g h w a y ,  m a s s  t r a n s i t ,  m a r i n e  a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i­

tie s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) p r o m o t e  an d  c o o r d i n a t e  th e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  of all a v a i l a b l e  

a n d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(4) s t u d y  c o m m u t e r  a n d  u r b a n  t r a v e l  and, in  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

f e d e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l oc a l  a g e n c i e s  an d  p e r s o n s ,  f o r m u l a t e  an d  i m p l e­

m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  trav e l ;

v e h i c l e s  so a s  to e n c o u r a g e  t r a v e l  by the c o m b i n a t i o n  of m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  

a n d  o t h e r  m o d e s  nf t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and. in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,

(2) c o o r d i n a t e ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  o p e r a t e  a m o d e r n ,  saf e an d

(5) s t u d y  m e a n s  of p r o v i d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for p a r k i n g  m o t o r
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r e g i o n a l  an d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s , f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  

and p r o g r a m s  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ;

(6) study m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  an d  f o r­

mu l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  fo r  

th i s  p u r p o s e ;

(7) study t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of e x i s t i n g  a i r p o r t s , d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

n e e d  for c h a n g e s  for t h o s e  a i r p o r t s  an d  the n e e d  fo r f u t u r e  a i r p o r t s ,  

and f o r m u l a t e  and i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  a v i a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r vi c e s ;

(8) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  s t at e  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  an d  p e r s o n s  p e r f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t r a n s p o r t a­

tion;

(9) c o n s t r u c t ,  m a i n t a i n ,  an d  o p e r a t e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  r oa d s ,  

b r i d g e s ,  t r a f f i c  s i g n s  and s i gn a l s ,  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  d o c k s ,  f l o a t s ,  

b r e a k w a t e r s ,  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  s t a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

Sec. 414.42.030. D E P A R T M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall 

o r g a n i z e  th e d e p a r t m e n t  int o  the f o l l o w i n g  o p e r a t i n g  d i v i s i o n s :

(1) d i v i s i o n of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;

(2) d i v i s i o n of p l a n n i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h ;

(3) d i v i s i o n of h i g h w a y s ;

(4) d i v i s i o n of r a i l  an d  t ra n s i t ;

(5) d i v i s i o n of a v i a t i o n ;

(6) d i v i s i o n  of m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(7) d i v i s i o n of h a r b o r s .

Sec. 4 4 . 42 . 0 4 0 .  L O N G - R A N G E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  M A S T E R  PLAN. (a) T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a ll  d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

m a s t e r  plan. T h e p l a n n i n g  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  all a v a i l a b l e  a nd  f u t u r e  

m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  but not l i m i t e d  to, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

by h i g h w a y ,  air, w a t e r  a n d r a i l . T h e  p l a n  s h a l l  be d e s i g n e d  to f u l f i l l  
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t h e  p r e s e n t  an d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e an d  a s s u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of a d e q u a t e ,  m o d e r n ,  s a f e  an d  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .

(b) In d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  r e v i s i n g  t h e  p l a n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may:

(1) c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;

(2) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  C a n a d a ,  o t h e r  stat e s ,  f e d e r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  

c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  and  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in t h e  state;

(3) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  a n y  a g e n c y  or o t h e r  u n i t  of 

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  or of any p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of it, or f r o m  any 

p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  an d  d a t a  t hat m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to 

e n a b l e  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  to c a r r y  out his  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t his 

s e c t i o n ;  a n d

(4) to t h e  e x t e n t  he m a y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a k e  u s e  of and 

i n c o r p o r a t e  in th e  p l a n  a n y  e x i s t i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p lan, 

s u r v e y  o r  r e p o r t  d e v e l o p e d  by a p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  a g e n c y  or pers o n .

(c) C o p i e s  of th e  p l a n ,  as r e v i s e d ,  s h a l l  be kept  on f i l e  as a 

public d o c u m e n t  in t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 0 .  S T U D Y  OF E X I S T I N G  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) 

B e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r  1 o f  e a c h  y e a r , t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  and 

c o m p l e t e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t  on t h e  s e v e r a l  m o d e s  of t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  state, i n  w h i c h  h e  s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  the a d e q u a c y  of the 

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e a c h  m o d e ,  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  syst e m .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  

to a n  a v a i l a b l e  o r  f u t u r e  m o d e  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  but not 

l i m i t e d  to, h i g h  s p e e d  r a i l  s e r v i c e ,  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of h e l i p o r t s  and
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h o v e r c r a f t  s e r v i c e  an d  a n y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  and  service.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 6 0 .  G R A N T S  T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  a p p l y  for and a c c e p t  o n  b e h a l f  of t he  s t a t e  g r a n t s  f r o m  the 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  an a g e n c y  o f  it or f r o m  a f o u n d a t i o n s  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  for any of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  or p u r p o s e s  of 

the d e p a r t m e n t ,  and, w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  by a b u d g e t  a m e n d m e n t  a p p r o v e d  

by the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e ,  may 

e x p e n d  the m o n e y  so r e c e i v e d  to e ff e c t  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  and p u r­

poses.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 7 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h al l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  

in the D e p a r t m e n t s  of F i s h  and Game, H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e n­

v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  and the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n  an d 

s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  tha t  m a y  a r i s e  b y  r e a s o n  of the l o c a t i o n , 

d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c ility.

(b) No h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t  line, h i g h w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e ,  a i r p o r t  

or o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  m a y  be b u i l t  or e x p a n d e d  

in such a w a y  as to use the l and f r o m  a r e c r e a t i o n  area, h i s t o r i c  site, 

s tate park, s t a t e  forest, s tate c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area, s t a t e  g a m e  

s a n c t u a r y  or r e f u g e ,  or state w i l d e r n e s s  p a r k  u n l e s s  (1) t h e r e  is 

n o  f e a s i b l e  an d  p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to the use  o f  that land; a n d  (2) 

the c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  is p l a n n e d  an d  c o n s t r u c t e d  so as to m i n i m i z e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  to the land.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2. 0 8 0 .  A N N U A L  REPO R T.  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  

to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  an a n n u a l  r e p o r t  on or b e f o r e  

J a n u a r y  1 o f  e a c h  year. T h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

H B  63 „4_
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of the c o mmissioner for legislation necessary to develop and 

m a i n t a i n  a modern, efficient and w e l l - balanced transportation 

system.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.15.010 is amended by adding a new p aragraph to read:

(18) Department of T r a n s p ortation

* Sec. 3. T R A N S F E R  OF FUNCTIONS. (a) The Department of Transportation 

is hereby v ested w i t h  the duties, powers and responsibilities formerly 

e xercised and held by

(1) the Department of H i g h w a y s ;

(2) the C o m mission for Nort h e r n  Operations of Rail T r a n s p o r t a­

tion and Highways;

(3) the Department of Public Works in respect to construction, 

m a i n t enance and o p e r a t i o n  of state ferries, airports, docks, floats, 

b reakwaters and similar facilities.

(b) The f o llowing divisions are transferred as indicated:

(1) the d i v i s i o n  of buildings, Department of Public Works, is 

t ransferred to the Department of Administration;

(2) the divi s i o n  of communications, Department of Public Works, 

is transferred to the Department of Public Safety.

(c) Appropriations, records, equipment and other property of d e p a r t­

ments, divisions and agencies of the state designated in (a) of this sec­

tion are tr a n s f e r r e d  to the department.

(d) This section does not abate or otherwise affect an action or 

proceeding, civil or criminal, brought by or against a department, division, 

agency, or c o m m ission des i g n a t e d  in (a) of this section and pending on 

January 1, 1974. Such actions or p roceedings m a y  be mai n t a i n e d  in the same 

m a n n e r  as if the section had not taken effect.

(e) All applications, petitions, hearings and other proceedings p e n d­

ing on December 31* 1973 before a department, division, agency or commission

-5- HB 63
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d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  by  t h e  

a f f e c t e d  body.

(f) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  to a n d  t o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  

to a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  th e  f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  

d u t i e s  of w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  Act, or to a n y  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  to w h i c h  has b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

f u n c t i o n s ,  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  fo r the o b j e c t s  an d  p u r p o s e s  for w h i c h  a p p r o­

p r i a t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e ,  s u b j e c t  to te r m s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  l i m i t a­

ti o n s  or o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i m p o s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  or o t h e r  s t a t e  or 

f e d e r a l  law.

(g) R e g u l a t i o n s ,  rul e s ,  o r d e r s ,  or o t h e r  a c t s  in e ff e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t

to a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s ha l l  c o n t i n u e  in ful l  f o r c e  an d e f f e c t  u n t i l  a m e n d e d ,  

m o d i f i e d ,  r e p e a l e d  or r e s c i n d e d  as th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  law. E x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  m a d e  b y  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n  or a g e n c y  t r a n s­

f e r r e d  to the  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  this  Act r e m a i n  i n  e f f e c t  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n tr a c t s .

(h) T h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  ar e  in a d d i t i o n  to, a n d  n o t  d e r o g a t e d  by, the p o w e r s 4 

d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  v e s t e d  in th e  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  Act.

(i) Th e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t u t e s  a r e  m o d i f i e d  to the e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to 

b r i n g  t h e m  into c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t his se c tion: AS 0 2 .1 0  - 02.35; AS 19;

AS 28.05; AS 35; as 36; AS 39; AS 41; AS 44.15; AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 4 1 0 ,  4 4 . 1 9 . 8 2 0 ;  an d  

AS 44.57. 

* Sec, 4, AS 4 4 , 1 5 = 0 1 0 ( 1 3 )  an d  (15); AS 4 4 , 1 9 , 7 0 0  - 4 4 , 1 9 . 7 1 4 ;  AS 44,43; 

and AS 4 4,44 ar e  r e p e a l e d ,  

9 Sec. 5. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  on J a n u a r y  1, 1976.
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