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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 5 / 7 ^
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 48 

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e la t in g  to  the in s t a l l a t io n  o f 

automated cranes in  Seward.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the  e x is t in g  c ranes on the Seward dock are  not a b le  to  fu n c t io n  

a t  a r a te  w h ich  wou ld  make use o f the  dock f a c i l i t i e s  d e s ir a b le  to  the 

s h ip p in g  in d u s t r y ; and

WHEREAS s h ip p in g  and g e n e ra l t r a n s p o r t a t io n  a c t iv i t y  has decreased 

s u b s t a n t ia l ly  over the past few  years  in  Seward; and

WHEREAS Seward i s  a year- round  ic e  f re e  p o r t ;  and

WHEREAS the la c k  o f adequate  equ ipm ent re ta rd s  the c o m p e t it iv e  s p i r i t

o f the  peop le  o f Seward ; and

WHEREAS a d d i t io n a l  p ip e l in e - r e la t e d  s h ip p in g , t r a n s p o r t a t io n  and 

to u r ism  a c t iv i t i e s  c o u ld  g r e a t ly  a s s is t  the econom ic fu t u re  o f Seward; and 

WHEREAS, a ls o ,  because o f  the  expected Impact on Seward w h ich  w i l l  

emanate from  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f the t ra n s - A la s k a  p ip e l in e ,  i t  i s  v i t a l  th a t

the e x is t in g  r a i l  s e rv ic e  from  Seward n o rth  be m a in ta in e d ;

BE IT  RESOLVED by the A la ska  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  th a t  the  U n ite d  S tates  

Department o f T ra n s p o r ta t io n  i s  u r g e n t ly  reques ted  to  i n s t a l l  new automated 

c ranes  on the  Seward dock in  s u f f ic ie n t  numbers to  enab le  Seward to  p ro ­

f i c i e n t l y  h an d le  th e  a n t ic ip a t e d  in c re a s e  in  s h ip p in g  from, th a t  p o r t ;  and 

be i t

FURTHER RESOLVED th a t  the  Department take  no a c t io n  to  d is c o n t in u e  r a i l  

s e rv ic e  from  Seward n o r th  as the e x is t in g  r a i l ,  l i n k  is  e x trem e ly  im po rtan t 

to  the economic v i a b i l i t y  o f the community and w i l l  become even more neces­

sa ry  in  fu tu re  y e a rs .

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E
B Y  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I M

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  O N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N
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C O P I E S  of t hi3 r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be s ent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  M. 

N i x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  th e  H o n o r a b l e  C l a u d e  B r i n e g a r ,  

S e c r e t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

an d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a nd  th e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  

U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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