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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 4 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  an d

R u l e s

T„T 0^ Tnmr, B Y  RADER,. CROFT, H EN S L E Y
IN THE  S E N A T E  A N D  K E R T T U L A

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 23 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  for a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1, Secs. 1, 2, 3, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and 20, art. II, C o n s t i t u­

t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  are a m e n d e d  to  read:

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWER; M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

o f  the S t a t e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A S E N A T E  W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  O F  T W E N T Y  A N D  A H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  s i x t y - o n e  s e n a t o r s  [ F O R T Y ] .

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S '  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  has b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at 

l e a s t t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  for at least 

one y e ar ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  his  f i l i n g  fo r  office. A s e n a t o r  shall 

be at l east [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  Y E A R S  OF A G E  A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  AT LEA ST ]  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  of a g e .

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  A N D  T E R M S . S e n a t o r s  [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s . T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  on the f o u r t h  M o n d a y  

of t h e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  law.

T h e  [ T E R M O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  B E  T W O  Y E A R S , A N D  THE] t e r m  of 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be [,] f o u r  y e a r s . T h i r t y - o n e  [ O N E - HA L F ]  of the 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  in the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a n d  th i r t y  

In th e g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  [EVERY T W O  YEARS].

S E C T I O N  10. A D J O U R N M E N T .  [ N E I T H E R  H O U S E  MA Y  A D J O U R N  O R  RE C E S S  

F O R  L O N G E R  T H A N  T H R E E  DAY S  U N L E S S  T H E  O T H E R  C O N C U R S .] If the l e g i s l a t o r
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[TWO H O U S E S ]  cannot a gree on t h e  time of a d j o u r n m e n t  a n d  c e r t i f y  

[ E I T H E R  H O U S E  C E R T I F I E S ]  the d i s a g r e e m e n t  to the g o v e r n o r , he m a y  

a d j o u r n  the leg i s l a t u r e.

S E C T I O N  12. R U L E S . The [HOUSES OF E A C H ]  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a d o p t  

[ U NIFORM] r u l e s  of p r o c e d u r e . The l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ]  m a y  c h o o s e  

its o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s . T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is the j u d g e  of th e  

e l e c t i o n  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  its m e m b e r s  an d m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of its m e m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] 

s h a l l  ke e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s . A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s , 

but a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  ma y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  da y  to d a y  and m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d­

ance of a b s e n t  m e m b e r s . The l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  lobbying.

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  OF BI LL S .  {&]_ T h e l e g i s l a t u r e  s ha l l  e s t a b l i s h  

the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  of b i l l s  int o  law. N o  b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law 

u n l e s s  it has p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN E A C H  H O U S E ]  on t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  

d a y s 5 e x c e p t  that  any  b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t h i r d  r e a d i n g  

on the same d a y by c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  

[HOUSE C O N S I D E R I N G  I T ] . N o  b i l l , o t he r  t h a n  a n  u r g e n c y  b i l l , m a y  b e c o m e  

l aw w i t h o u t  an a f f i r m a t i v e  vo t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH H O U S E ] . T h e  ye a s  and n a y s  o n  final p a s s a g e  s h a l l  be 

e n t e r e d  in the j o u r n a l .

l e g i s l a t i v e  day s a f t e r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  and u n t i l  at l east one l e g i s l a­

tive day a f t e r  the d a t e  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d for it to a p p e a r  on tive d a i l y

rt p\ 1 n -VO LT /'s t.Y /-\ XT /~x TO *4 V» +• Iry /•> rt O rl A \ -f* V* 11 V*ĉt~i.oiiva<xx o iiuvvti v s jlj.a uaac u a o c  a. cxa & a ar> tt V* 4 1  1 n n / i A o e o m r  ■f*or the

i m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the p u b l i c  p e a c e  s h e a l t h 3 or safety. t h r e e -

four t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  d i s p e n s e  w i t h t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t . A s t a t e -  j

m e n t  of facts c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  s h a l l  be set f o r t h  in one 

s e c t i o n  of the b i l l , and the s e c t i o n  a nd  the b i l l  s h a l l  be p a s s e d
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An u r g e n c y  b i l l  m a y  not c r e a t e  o r  a b o l i s h  an y  o f f i c e ,  or c h a n g e  the 

s a l a r y,  t e r m ,  o r  d u t i e s  of a n  o f f i c e ,  or g r a n t  a f r a n c h i s e  or s p e c i a l  

p r i v i l e g e ,  or c r e a t e  a v e s t e d  r i g h t  or Int e r e s t .

S E C T I O N  15. VETO. Th e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  v e t o  b i l l s  p a s s e d  b y  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  H e  m a y ,  by ve t o ,  s t r i k e  or r e d u c e  i t e m s  in a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

bills. H e  s h a l l  r e t u r n  any v e t o e d  b i l l ,  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of his 

o b j e c t i o n s ,  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE O P  O R I GIN].

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  U P O N  V ETO. U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a v e t o  m e s s a g e ,  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  an d r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  o f  the v e t o e d  b i l l  or item. B i l l s  to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  an d  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  or it e m s,  a l t h o u g h  v e t o e d ,  b e c o m e  law  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v ote 

of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  O t h e r  v e t o e d  

b i l l s  b e c o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v ote o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of 

th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The v o t e  on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  b i l l  s h a l l  be 

e n t e r e d  i n . [ O N ]  the j o u r n a l  [ J O U R N A L S ]  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [BOTH H O USES].

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. Law s  p a s s e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may ,  by c o n­

cu r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of th e  m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E A C H  H O U S E ] ,  p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. I M P E A C H M E N T .  A l l  c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  of the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [SHALL O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  AND ]  mu s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  [ T W O - T H I R D S ]  vot e  of 

its m e m b e r s .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  [ M O TION] for i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  list fully 

the b a s i s  for  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g .  T r i a l  on i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  

by the le g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] .  A s u p r e m e  court j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  by the court s h a l l  p r e s i d e  at the trial. C o n c u r r e n c e  of 

t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE] is r e q u i r e d  for a 

j u d g m e n t  o f  i m p e a c h m e n t .  Th e  j u d g m e n t  m a y  not e x t e n d  b e y o n d  r e m o v a l

-3-

s e p a r a t e l y ,  e a c h  by th e  c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e  m e m b e r s h i p .
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f r o m  o f f i c e ,  bu t s h a l l  not p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  on t h e  

same or r e l a t e d  charges.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a l e d  

a n d  r e - a d o p t e d  to read:

A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T I N G .

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) M e m b e r s  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in t his article.

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of c o m p a c t ,  c o n t i g u o u s  

t e r r i t o r y  an d  e a c h  s e n a t o r  shall, r e p r e s e n t ,  as n e a r l y  as m a y  be, an 

e q u a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  voters. The t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  voters 

e l i g i b l e  to vot e  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  the d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  

c e n s u s ,  or the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to vo t e  at the 

m o s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  if the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  is p u r s u a n t  to a c o u r t  

o rder, s h a l l  be the b a s i s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  The  n u m b e r  of 

p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by e a c h  s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  i nto the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  voter's 

in the state.

(c) To the ex t e n t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e q u a l i t y  in t e r m s  of r e g i s­

t e r e d  v o t e r s  p e r m i t ,  e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  co n t a i n ,  as n e a r l y  

as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the 

f o r m a t i o n  of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to 

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  an d 

o t h e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s h a l l  be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .

(d) F o l l o w i n g  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ,  the t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a m e m b e r  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  Is not a f f e c t e d  by a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the d i s t r i c  

f r o m  w h i c h  he was elected.

S E C T I O N  2. R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  The g o v e r n o r  s h al l  r e d i s t r i c t  the

_4_
S J R  23



l e g i s l a t u r e  in th e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  a r t i c l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

f o l l o w i n g  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of a d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c e n s us ,  or 

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c ourt o r d e r  to r e d 1 s t r i c t .

S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BO AR D .  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall 

a p p o i n t  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to act in an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to him. It 

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  n o n e  of w h o m  m a y  be p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  or 

o f f i c i a l s .  At l e a s t  one m e m b e r  e a c h  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  th e  S o u t h­

e a s t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  Central, a n d  W e s t e r n  or N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  of 

the state. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e c t  one of its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  and m a y  e m ­

p l o y  a t e m p o r a r y  staff. C o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  is r e q u i r e d  for 

a r u l i n g  or d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  a l e s s e r  n u m b e r  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  or 

o t h e r w i s e  a c t  for th e board.

S E C T I O N  H. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  P L A N ; P R O C L A M A T I O N .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  days 

f o l l o w i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of d e c e n n i a l  c e n s u s,  the b o a r d  s h a l l 

s u b m i t  to th e  g o v e r n o r  a p l a n  fo r r e d i s t r i c t i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in this 

a r t i c l e .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  day s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of the p l a n,  the g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l  i s s u e  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  of r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  An a c c o m p a n y i n g  s t a t e me n t  

s h a l l  e x p l a i n  an y  c h a n g e  f r o m  the p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  h i m  by the board.

T h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  for the e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the nex t d e c e n n i a l  

c e n s u s .

S E C T I O N  5. E N F O R C E M E N T ;  J U D I C I A L  R E V I E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  A q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  to the s u p r e m e  c o ur t  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r ,  by m a n d a m u s  

or o t h e r w i s e ,  to p e r f o r m  his r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s ,  to r e v i e w  the r e -  

d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  or to c o r r e c t  an e r r o r  in r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A p p l i c a t i o n  

to c o m p e l  th e  g o v e r n o r  to p e r f o r m  hi $  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s  mu s t  be filed 

w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days of the e x p i r a t i o n  of e i t h e r  of the two n i n e t y - d a y

-5-
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p e r i o d s  s p e c i f i e d  in s e c t i o n  4 of thi s  a r t i c l e . A p p l i c a t i o n  t o  r e v i e w  

the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  or to c o m p e l  its c o r r e c t i o n  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  

t h i r t y  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the p r o c l a m a t i o n .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  is v e s t e d  in the s u p r e m e  c o u r t , an d  the c ause m a y  be r e v i e w e d  j 

by the s u p r e m e  court u p o n  the law and the f a c t s .

* S e c . 3• A r t . XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a , is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 4. The a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  of the state at the nex t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y

W T f*Vt C‘ O "I nv>'f" V T T T  P  o  K\ r< +• 4 •i-ii-f--) a v i /-v-P 4- Vs C! 4- O 4“ ^  A *1 /-> «~i 1 /- «-\ oys/4 4- V. a  1 4- n /“\ y"ij - w i i  o o  a _l 5 <3,0. u e o. 2 v O i io  v l u U l > l  O n  wx u l id  u  p a U c  O x f i j - d o K - d  5 cuivJ. u Xicr u

laws of the s t a t e .

* S e c . 5. If the a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t hi s  r e s o l u t i o n  are r a t i f i e d  b y  

a maj o r i t y  of the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the q u e s t i o n :

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  and t h o s e  m e m b e r s  of 

the s e n a t e  a nd  the m e m b e r s  of the h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  t o  the 

N i n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  sit as a b i c a m e r a l , or t w o - h o u s e , l e g i s l a t u r e  

d u r i n g  the first s e s s i o n , bu t  s h a l l  sit as a u n i c a m e r a l , or o n e - h o u s e , l e g i s­

lature c o n s i s t i n g  of 60 m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  s e ss i o n ;  |

(2) not l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1975, the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  redistric' 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ,  as a m e n d e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n ,  to p r o v i d e  for a u n i c a m e r a l ,  or o n e -  

h o u s e  j l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 61 m e m b e r s ;  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  

vo t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to v ot e  at the m o s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  s h a ll  be the 

b a s i s  for the l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ;

(3) at the first s e s s i o n  of the N i n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e , 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  shall m a k e  the n e c e s s a r v  n r e n a r a t i o n s  for orcaniziner as a. I

u n l a a ^ r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  l u r i n g  th. se e o n i  ‘...'.ion; " " I
'

(4) at the 1976 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  the 6lst m e m b e r  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  30 o t h e r  m e m b e r s  s hall be e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  

t e r m s , and 20 m e m b e r s  s ha l l  be e l e c t e d  to t w o - y e a r  t e r m s , set by the g o v e r n o r

S J R  23 „ 6 »
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i n  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  p r o c l a i m e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  art. V I , C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  as a m e n d e d  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  N o m i n a t i o n s  for 

m e m b e r s h i p  i n  th e  T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  1976 P r i m a r y  E l e c t i o n  

s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  th e  same m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 15.25. 

T e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  t e r m s  in 197 4  s h a l l  h o l d  ove r  

as m e m b e r s  of the T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e i r  

t e r m s  in 1978.
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