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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

H o n o r i n g  the R i g h t  R e v e r e n d  W i l l i a m  

J o n e s  G o r d o n ,  Jr., B i s h o p  o f  Alaska.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  on F r i d a y ,  M a y  11, 1973, A l a s k a ' s  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  l i s t e n e d  

a l m o s t  In d i s b e l i e f  as t h e  t h i r d  B i s h o p  o f  A l a s k a ,  W i l l i a m  J o n e s  G o r d o n ,  Jr., 

a n n o u n c e d  h e  w o u l d  s t e p  d o w n  f r o m  hi s  e p i s c o p a l  o f f i c e  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  

S e p t e m b e r  1, 1974; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b o r n  M a y  6, 1918, in Spr a y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  s o n  o f  the 

Rev. W i l l i a m  J o n e s  G o r d o n  a n d  A n n a  B a r r o w  (Clark), B i s h o p  G o r d o n  r e c e i v e d  his 

B a c h e l o r  of A r t s  f r o m  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  in 1940, t h e  B a c h e l o r  

a n d  D o c t o r  of D i v i n i t y  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  in 1943  a n d  1953, 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  an d

W H E R E A S  B i l l  G o r d o n ' s  s e r v i c e  as a n  E p i s c o p a l  c l e r g y m a n  in A l a s k a  d ates 

f r o m  1 9 4 3  w h e n  he b e c a m e  D e a c o n - i n - C h a r g e  of St. P e t e r ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Church, 

S e w a r d ,  t h e n  m o v e d  w i t h  S h i r l e y ,  h i s  b r i d e  of bu t  a f e w w e e k s ,  to P o i n t  

H o p e  w h e r e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  h e  w a s  P r i e s t - i n - C h a r g e  of St. T h o m a s  M i s s i o n ,  

an d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t r a v e l e d  s o m e  6 , 0 0 0  m i l e s ,  u s u a l l y  a lo n e ,  by d o g  t e a m  

to s e r v e  t he  o u t s t a t i o n s  at P o i n t  Lay, K i v a l i n a  a n d  K o t z e b u e ;  and

W H E R E A S  on M a y  18, 1 948, he w a s  c o n s e c r a t e d  B i s h o p  of t h e  t h e n  M i s s i o n a r y  

D i s t r i c t  of A l a s k a ;  at a g e  30, he b e c a m e  th e  y o u n g e s t  b i s h o p  i n  the P r o t e s­

tan t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  for m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  B i s h o p  G o r d o n  has m i n i s t e r e d  the 

W o r d  o f  G o d  a n d  s h a r e d  H i s  l o v e  t h r o u g h o u t  "The G r e a t  Land;" he is one of the 

f e w  A l a s k a n s  of w h o m  it c a n  be s a i d  that  he k n o w s  m o s t  of t h e  s t a t e  a n d  its 

p e o p l e ;  f e w  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  m o r e  i n t i m a t e l y  th e  h e a r t b r e a k s  a n d  h o p e s ,  the
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W H E R E A S  w i t h  l ove a n d  c h a r i t y  t o w a r d  e v e r y  A l a s k a n ,  B i s h o p  B i l l  G o r d o n  

has r e a c h e d  out a c r o s s  the v a s t n e s s  that is A l a s k a  —  a c r o s s  its n e a r l y  i m­

p a s s a b l e  mountains;, the u n e n d i n g  t u n d r a  a n d  m u s k e g ,  the b r o a d  a n d  w i l d  

r i v e r s  -- a n d  t h r e a d e d  his wa y  b y  s t ea m e r ,  ferry, m o t o r  l a u n c h ,  d o g  t e a m  

a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  by p l a n e  a l o n g  the w a t e r w a y s ,  d o w n  t h e  t r a i l s  a n d  a c r o s s  the 

a i r  c o r r i d o r s  to the p a r i s h e s  a n d  m i s s i o n s  tha t  c o m p r i s e  hi s  c h a r ge ;  w h e t h e r  

w i n g i n g  his w a y  on a m i s s i o n  of m e r c y  to i s o l a t e d  A l a s k a n s  or k e e p i n g  in  

t o u c h  w i t h  his w i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  flock. B i l l  G o r d o n  is k n o w n  to m o s t  A l a s k a n s ,  

w h a t e v e r  t h e i r  faith, as the " f l y i n g  b i s h o p ; "  and

W H E R E A S ,  as one of the s t a t e’s be s t  k n o w n  " b u s h  p i l o t s ," B i s h o p  G o r d o n ,  

w h o  l e a r n e d  to fly in 1949, p i o n e e r e d  in the use of the a i r p l a n e  in c h u r c h  

w o r k  a n d  has l o g g e d  m o r e  t h a n  8,300 h o u r s  a n d  f l o w n  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  

( a v e r a g i n g  6 0, 0 0 0  m i l e s  a n n u a l l y )  in s e v e n  s i n g l e - e n g i n e  a i r c r a f t ,  some 

a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  k n o w n  as the "Blue B o x , "  d u r i n g  h i s  26 y e a r s  as B i s h o p  of 

Alciskci$ Sind.

W H E R E A S ,  in a d d i t i o n ,  he ha s  s p e a r h e a d e d  a n d  f o s t e r e d  the c o n c e p t  of the 

" m i n i s t r y  of the l a i e t y ," a n d  led in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o o p e r a t i v e  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  by o r g a n i z i n g  a n d  s e r v i n g  as th e  f irst p r e s i d e n t  of the A l a s k a  

C o u n c i l  of C h u r c h e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  th e  f o r m a t i o n  of e c u m e n i c a l  c o n g r e g a­

tions; and

W H E R E A S  wh a t  B i l l  G o r d o n  has  p r e a c h e d  in t e r m s  of C h r i s t i a n  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  

he has  p r a c t i c e d  in h i s  l i f e ' s  m i n i s t r y :  w i t n e s s  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i c y

of s p a n n i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  in c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  by t r a i n i n g  N a t i v e  A l a s k a n  

p e o p l e s  as p r i e s t s  .to t a k e  o v e r  the m i s s i o n s  of the E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  in a n  

i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  of v i l l a g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the st a t e;  in 1957, he o r d a i n e d  the 

f i r s t  N a t i v e  A l a s k a n  p r i e s t ,  15 s i n c e  that d a t e ,  a n d  in 1974, s e v e n  m o r e  

N a t i v e  A l a s k a n s  w i l l  be o r d a i n e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  B i s h o p  G o r d o n  l o n g  has b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  n e e d s  
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o f  th e  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e  p e o p l e ,  a c t i v e l y  p r o m o t i n g  the N a t i v e  l a n d  c l a i m s  

s e t t l e m e n t  b e f o r e  t h i s  i d e a  w a s  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ;  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  a r r i v e d  at, th e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  u n d e r  

th e  B i s h o p ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  f i n a n c i a l l y  the A l a s k a  

F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  In p r e s e n t i n g  th e  n e e d s  of I n d i a n  a n d  E s k i m o  p e o p l e s ,  

b o t h  to t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t hi s  s t a t e  a n d  to the c o u n t r y  at la r g e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  B i s h o p  G o r d o n ,  b y  v i r t u e  o f  h i s  y e a r s  of c o n c e r n  for, an d  

e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s ,  has  s e r v e d  on the E p i s c o p a l  N a t i o n a l  Com -  

m i t t e e  on I n d i a n  W o r k ,  a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  as C h a i r m a n  of th e  O v e r s e a s  B i sh o p s ,  

c o m p o s e d  o f  the 19 o v e r s e a s  d i o c e s e s  of the E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ;  and, he is n o w  

t h e  s e n i o r  d i o c e s a n  b i s h o p  i n  the P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  in the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h i s  n o t e d  A l a s k a n  was  s e l e c t e d  b y  the N a t i o n a l  J u n i o r  C h a m b e r  

of  C o m m e r c e  as o n e  o f  A m e r i c a ’s "Ten O u t s t a n d i n g  Y o u n g  M e n  of the Y e a r " in 

1953, w a s  p r e s e n t e d  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e ' s  " C h r i s t i a n  C i t i z e n s h i p  A w a r d  

f o r  O u t s t a n d i n g  M i s s i o n a r y  S e r v i c e  to A l a s k a "  i n  1963; and, in r e c o g n i t i o n  

of h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e  t o  this st a te ,  ha s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  as " ’i(9er of 

th e  Y e a r "  on t h r e e  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s  30 y e a r s  in A l a s k a ,  and  a l s o  has

b e e n  e l e c t e d  to m e m b e r s h i p  i n  the A l a s k a  H a l l  o f  F ame;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that on the o c c a s i o n  of

h i s  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  o f  e p i s c o p a l  d u t i e s ,  the m e m b e r s  of t his b o d y  s a l u t e  the

R t . Rev. W i l l i a m  J o n e s  G o r d o n ,  Jr., B i s h o p  o f  the E p i s c o p a l  D i o c e s e  of A l a s k a  

a n d  h o n o r  h i m  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  to A l a s k a n s  o f  e v e r y  faith, c r e e d  an d  race; 

w i t h  h u m i l i t y  a n d  p u r p o s e ,  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n s p i r e d  us all; it ha s  t r u l y  been: 

"On e i n  the S p i r i t ; "  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

a c k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  p r i d e  B i s h o p  G o r d o n ' s  a n n o u n c e d  d e s i r e  to 

r e m a i n  in  A l a s k a ,  c o n t i n u i n g  to m a k e  h i s  h o m e  i n  F a i r b a n k s ;  we are c o n f i d e n t  

t h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  to f u r t h e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e for h e r  people:
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A l a s k a  a l w a y s  w i l l  h a v e  n e e d  of a g o o d  s h epherd.

C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to B i s h o p  and  Mrs. W i l l i a m  J. 

G o r d o n s a n d  to t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  P a n e e n  (Mrs. D o u g l a s  D a v i d s o n ) ,  W i l l i a m

J .j III, R e b e c c a  (Mrs. G e r a l d  Ch i s u m )  a n d  A n n a  Cl a r k . j
1
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