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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 8 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY K E R T T U L A  A N D  P A L M E R

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  THE S T A T E  OP A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to s tate f e r r y  s e r v i c e  

b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a n d  the 

c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w i t h  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  stops in S o u t h e a s t  

Alaska.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  th e  s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  is i n t e n d e d  to b e  an e x t e n s i o n  of o v e r­

la n d  h i g h w a y s  w i t h o u t  p a r a l l e l i n g  e x i s t i n g  r o u t e s ;  a h d

W H E R E A S  th e a r d u o u s  t w o - d a y  d r i v e ,  even ih the b e s t  of w e a t h e r ,  fro m  

A n c h o r a g e  to H a i n e s ,  the n e a r e s t  s t a t e  ferry s y s t e m  t e r m i n a l  in S o u t h e a s t  

A l a s k a ,  is s c a r c e l y  a l a n d  r o u t e  p a r a l l e l  to a c r o s s - G u l f  of A l a s k a  f e r ry  

r u n ; and

W H E R E A S  th e  p a v i n g  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y j  v i a  the H a i n e s  Cutoff, f ro m  

th e  A l a s k a - B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  b o u n d a r y  t o  the A l a s k a - Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y  f r o n t i e r  

m a y  w e l l  be s t i l l  y e a r s  in the futu r e ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  b a s e d  on a r e c e n t  s u r v e y  of A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  tr a f f i c ,  t h e r e  is 

an  e v i d e n t  n e e d  now, r a t h e r  t h a n  at t h e  end of the p r e s e n t  deca d e ,  f o r  an 

A l a s k a  f e r r y  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  an d  the " l o w e r  48" w i t h  an 

i n t e r t i e  to the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Alaska; a nd

W H E R E A S  s u c h  a r o u t e  a l r e a d y  has b e e n  e n d o r s e d  by the K e n a i  B o r o u g h  

A s s e m b l y ,  the S e w a r d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  and b y  A n c h o r a g e ;  and

W H E R E A S  s u c h  a r o u t e  r e q u i r e s  a ve s se l  c e r t i f i e d  for o c e a n  t r a v e l  

w h i c h ,  if c o n s t r u c t e d  new, w o u l d  c o n s u m e  s e v e r a l  y ea r s  of p l a n n i n g ,  g e n e r a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  at a p r o b a b l e  cost in 

e x c e s s  of $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ;  and
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W H E R E A S  the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m ,  w h i c h  is c e r t i f i e d  fo r  o c e a n  t r av e l ,  w i l l

be a v a i l a b l e  fo r  a c r o s s - G u l f  of A l a s k a  r u n  w h e n  th e  r e p l a c e m e n t  ves s e l

u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  is p l a c e d  in servi c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  b e c a u s e  of the J o n e s  Act, th e  M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  c a n n o t  l e g a l l y  

o p e r a t e  b e t w e e n  Southcentral, an d  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  p o r t s  u n l e s s  th e  p r e s e n t  

w a i v e r  is ex t e n d e d , an e x t e n s i o n  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be f u l l y  e x p l o r e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m ,  u n d e r  th e  t e m p o r a r y  e x e m p t i o n  g r a n t e d  b y

t h e  U.S. C o n g r e s s  in 1972, p r o b a b l y  can o p e r a t e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  and 

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  ports; and, in any event, d e s p i t e  the J o n e s  Ac t  t h e  v e s s e l  

c a n  l e g a l l y  o p e r a t e ,  w h e n  the w a i v e r  e xp i r e s ,  f r o m  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  t o  

V a n c o u v e r ,  B r i t i s h  Co l u m b i a , w h i c h  is but 150 h i g h w a y  m i l e s  f r o m  S e a t t l e ;  and 

W H E R E A S ,  a c c o r d i n g  to the "Rep o rt  on S c h e d u l i n g ,  R o u t i n g,  F e a s i b i l i t y ,  

a n d  Tariffs: A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m , "  May, 1972, p r e p a r e d  f o r  the

D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  by T i p p e t t s ,  

A b b e t t ,  M c C a r t h y  & S t r a t t o n ,  C o n s u l t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  the S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  

por t w h i c h  offers the m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  n o r t h e r l y  t e r m i n u s  for an i n t e r t i e  

f e r r y  r ou t e  fo r  c o n v e n i e n t  ac c es s  to the m a j o r  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  o f  S o u t h -  

ce n t r a l  a n d  C e n t r a l  A l a s k a  is Sewar d ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t­

fully r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  

of Pub l i c W o r k s , to b e g i n  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  f e r r y  s e r v ic e  in 197^ 

u t i l i z i n g  the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  b e t w e e n  the p o r t  of S e w a r d,  A l a s k a,  w i t h  i n t e r­

m e d i a t e  stops at a p p r o p r i a t e  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  po r t s ,  and V a n c o u v e r ,  B.C., 

w h i c h  is only a s hort d i s t a n c e  fr o m  the s ta t e  of W a s h i n g t o n ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  

the D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b l i c  W o r k s ,  to 

c o m m e n c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a n n i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of s u i t a b l e  d o c k i n g  and 

t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  for the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  b e f o r e  the s u m m e r  of 197^, at 

S e w a r d ,  and at t h o s e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  p o r t s of cal l  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  l a c k i n g
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t h e s e  c o m p a t i b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  for t h e  M / V  W i c k e r s h a m .
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