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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 1 / 7 4
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d

F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY R E Q U E S T  
O F  T H E  I N T E R I M  C O M M I T T E E  ON

IN T H E  S E N A T E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O . 363
I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " An  A c t  c r e a t i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

an d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  42. D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  T h e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of th e D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is t h e  c o m m i s­

si o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  D E P A R T M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t

s h a l l

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n i n g  to I n c l u d e  a l o n g - r a n g e  m a s t e r  p l a n  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  state;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  a s s i s t  i n  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  

of a m o d e r n ,  s a f e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  of h i g h w a y ,  m a s s  t r a n s i t ,  m a r i n e  

a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) p r o m o t e  the c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  us e  of a ll  a v a i l­

ab l e  a n d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(4) s t u d y  c o m m u t e r  a n d  u r b a n  t r a v e l  a n d  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

f e d e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  f o r m u l a t e  a n d i m p l e­

m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  t r a v e l ;

(5) s t u d y  m e a n s  of p r o v i d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for p a r k i n g  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e s  so as to e n c o u r a g e  t r a v e l  b y  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  

a n d  o t h e r  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,
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r e g i o n a l  a n d l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  

p l a n s  and p r o g r a m s  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ;

(6) s tudy m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  a n d  to 

f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  

for thi s  p u r p o s e ;

(7) s tudy the o p e r a t i o n s  of e x i s t i n g  a i r p o r t s ,  to d e t e r m i n e  

the n e e d  for c h a n g e s  in t h o s e  a i r p o r t s  a n d  th e  n e e d  fo r  f u t u r e  a i r­

ports, an d  to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  

a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s e r v i c e s ;

(8) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  state, i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  

a g e n c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  p e r f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(9) c o n s t r u c t ,  m a i n t a i n  a n d  o p e r a t e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  ro a d s , 

b r i d g e s ,  t r a f f i c  signs a n d  s i g n a l s ,  fe r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  d o c k s ,  f l o a ts ,  

b r e a k w a t e r s  a n d  all o t h e r  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

Sec. 44 . 4 2 . 3 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s hall o r g a n i z e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  in t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p e r a t i n g  d i v i s i o n s :

(1) d i v i s i o n  o f  p l a n n i n g  an d  r e s e a r c h ;

(2) d i v i s i o n  o f  h i g h w a y s ;

(3) d i v i s i o n  of r a i l  a n d  m o t o r  c a r r i e r  s e r v i c e s ;

(4) d i v i s i o n  o f  a e r o n a u t i c s ;

(5) d i v i s i o n  o f  w a t e r w a y s ;  and

(6) d i v i s i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 4 0 .  L O N G - R A N G E  P L A N N I NG .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e

p l a n n i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  the "future t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  of t h e  s t a t e  s h a l l

be c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t i o n

a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  Thi s  p l a n n i n g  s h a l l  be d i r e c t e d  

to all a v a i l a b l e  and f u t u r e  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  bu t  not

l i m i t e d  to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by h i g h w a y ,  air, w a t e r  a n d  r a i l  a n d  s h a l l  be j 
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d e s i g n e d  to a s s u r e  a m o d e r n ,  s afe a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 0 .  M A S T E R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  PLAN. (a) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  l o n g - r a n g e ,  m a s t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n  

d e s i g n e d  t o  f u l f i l l  the p r e s e n t  a nd  f u t u r e  n e e d s  of the s t a t e  a n d  to 

a s s u r e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of an a d e q u a t e ,  s afe and 

e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

(b) I n  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  r e v i s i n g  the p l a n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y

(1) c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;

(2) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  n e i g h b o r i n g  s t at e s ,  i n t e r s t a t e  c o m m i s s i o n s  

a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  c o r p o r a­

tio n s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a­

t i o n  in t h e  sta t e ;  ■ •

(3) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  a n y  a g e n c y  or o t h e r  u ni t  of 

s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  of an y  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  it, or f r o m  any 

p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  d a t a  t h a t  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  to

e n a b l e  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  to c a r r y  out his r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  this

s e c t i o n ;  a n d

(4) t o  t h e  e x t e n t  he m a y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a k e  use of, 

a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e  in t h e  p l a n ,  a n y  e x i s t i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

p l a n ,  s u r v e y  or r e p o r t  d e v e l o p e d  by a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  a g e n c y  or 

pers o n .

(c) C o p i e s  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  as r e v i s e d ,  s h a l l  be k e p t  on file as a

p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  in the o f f i c e  o f  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 6 0 .  S T U D Y  OF E X I S T I N G  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) |

B e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r  1 o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a n d  

c o m p l e t e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y  of t h e  s e v e r a l  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a­

ti o n  in t h e  st a t e ,  in w h i c h  he s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  the a d e q u a c y  of the
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f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e a c h  m o d e ,  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  

the n e e d s  of th e  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  

to any a v a i l a b l e  or f u t u r e  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  but not 

l i m i t e d  to h i g h  s p e e d  r a i l  s e r vice, t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  of h e l i p o r t s  a n d  

th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of h o v e r c r a f t  s e r v i c e  a n d  a n y  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  

e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  service.

Sec. 4 4 . 42 . 0 7 0 .  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  I N Q U I R I E S  A N D  H E A R I N G S .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  h o l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  h e a r i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  

al l  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n s ,  c e r t i f y  to all o f f i c i a l  acts, 

i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s  a n d  c o m p e l  the a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  

a n d  the p r o d u c t i o n  of p a p e r s ,  r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s .  If a 

p e r s o n  r e f u s e s  to a t t e n d ,  t e s t i f y  or p r o d u c e  p a p e r s ,  r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s  

or d o c u m e n t s  as o r d e r e d ,  a j u d g e . o f  t he  s u p e r i o r  co u r t ,  u p o n  a p p l i c a -  I 

t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  m a y  m a k e  a n  o r d e r  t h a t  is a p p r o p r i a t e  to 

a i d  in th e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of t h i s  section.

Sec. 4 4 . 42 . 0 8 0 .  G R A N T S  TO T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  a p p l y  for a n d  a c c e p t  on  b e h a l f  o f  the s t a t e  g r a n t s  f r o m  the 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  any a g e n c y  of it or f r o m  a f o u n d a t i o n ,  c o r p o r a­

tion, a s s o c i a t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  for an y  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  or p u r p o s e s  j

o f  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  m a y  e x p e n d  t h e  m o n e y  so r e c e i v e d  to e f f e c t  

t h o s e  f u n c t i o n s  or p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 9 0 .  A N N U A L  REPO R T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  

to t h e  g o v e r n o r  an d  th e " l e g i s l a t u r e  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t.  T h e  r e p o r t  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r l e g i s l a t i o n  

n e c e s s a r y  to d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a m o d e r n ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

Sec. 44 . 4 2 . 1 0 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  ON T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) Th e

\
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d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  In t h e  d e p a r t­

me n t s  of f i s h  a n d  g a m e ,  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  r e g a r d­

ing the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  a n d  t he  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  s a n i t a r y ,  r e c r e a t i o n  

a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  that m a y  a r i s e  by r e a s o n  o f  th e  l o c a t i o n ,  

d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .

(b) No h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t  l ine, h i g h w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e ,  a i r p o r t ,  or 

o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  o r  f a c i l i t y ,  m a y  be b u i l t  or e x p a n d e d  

in s u c h  a w a y  as to use l a n d  f r o m  a r e c r e a t i o n  area, w i l d l i f e  or 

w a t e r f o w l  r e f u g e ,  h i s t o r i c  site, s t a t e  fo r e s t land, st a t e  gam e  land, 

w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  or p u b l i c  p a r k  u n l e s s  (1) t h e r e  is n o  f e a s i b l e  and  

p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to the u se  o f  tha t  land, a n d  (2) t h e c o r r i d o r  or 

f a c i l i t y  is p l a n n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  so as to m i n i m i z e  h a r m  to th e  land.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 4 4  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 3- T R A N S F E R  O F  F U N C T I O N S .  (a) Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

is h e r e b y  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  d u t i e s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r m e r l y  

e x e r c i s e d  a n d  h e l d  by

(1) th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H i g h w a y s ;

(2) th e  A l a s k a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(3) th e  C o m m i s s i o n  for N o r t h e r n  O p e r a t i o n s  of R a i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  H i g h w a y s ;

(4) t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 30, AS 4 2. 2 5  and 

AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0 ( 9 ) ;  a n d

(5) th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  as p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 0 2 . 1 0  -

AS 02.25, AS 0 2 . 3 5 ,  AS 1 9 . 6 0 ,  AS 30 a n d  AS 4 4 . 4 3  in r e s p e c t  to c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f - s t a t e  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  do c k s ,  floa t s , b r e a k­

wa t e r s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t i e s .

(b) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  r e c o r d s ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  of d e p a r t­

me n t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  o f  the s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  

ar e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t .

(?) L
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(c) This s e c t i o n  does not a b a te  or o t h e r w i s e  a f f e c t  an a c t i o n  or 

p r o c e e d i n g ,  c i vi l  or c r i m i n a l ,  b r o u g h t  by or a g a i n s t  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,

a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of this s e c t i o n  and p e n d i n g  on

J u l y  1, 1971. S u c h  a c t i o n s  or p r o c e e d i n g s  m a y  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  same 

m a n n e r  as if the s e c t i o n  h a d  not t a k e n  effect.

(d) All a p p l i c a t i o n s , p e t i t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g s  an d  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  p e n d­

ing on June  30, 1971, b e f o r e  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  

cieslgnauea in va) of this s e c t i o n  s ha l l  be c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  oy the 

a f f e c t e d  body.

(e) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a nd  o t h e r  m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  to b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  

to a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  the f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  and 

d u t i e s  of w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

this Act s ha l l  be a v a i l a b l e  for the o b j e c t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  for w h i c h  a p p r o p r i­

at e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e ,  su b j e c t  to ter m s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  

or o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i m p o s e d  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  or o t h e r  s t a t e or f e d e r a l  

law.

(f) R e g u l a t i o n s ,  ru l e s ,  o r d e r s  or o t h e r  acts in e f f e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t

to a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  s ha l l  c o n t i n u e  in full f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  u n t i l  a m e n d e d ,  

m o d i f i e d ,  r e p e a l e d  or r e s c i n d e d  as the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  law.

(g) The p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  are in a d d i t i o n  to, and not d e r o g a t e d  by, th e  p o w e r s ,  

d u t i e s  a nd  f u n c t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  v e s t e d  in th e  d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  Act.

(h) The f o l l o w i n g  s t a t u t e s  are m o d i f i e d  to the  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to

b r i n g  t h e m  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h i s  se c t i o n :  AS 02 . 0 5 ;  AS 0 2.10 - 02.2 5 ;

AS 02.35; A S  1 9. 0 5  - 19.-40; AS 19.60; AS 28 . 05 ;  AS 30; AS 4 2 . 0 7 5, AS 42.10;

AS 42.15; AS 42.25; AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 0 0  - 4 4 . 1 9 - 7 1 4 ;  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0 ( 9 ) ;  AS 44 . 4 3;  and 

AS 44.57,
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* Sec. 4. T h i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  on J u l y  1, 1974.
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