
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 5 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 74 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Act r e l a t i n g  t o  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  c o r o n e r rs

i n q u e s t s . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASK A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 2 . 6 5  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

C H A P T E R  65. M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S  A N D  C O R O N E R ' S  I N QU E S T .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 1 1 .  B O A R D  O F  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is the B o a r d  

of M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  in the  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  . T h e  b o a r d  

c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n  members, i n c l u d i n g  the s t a t e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  the d i r e c t o r  of t he  d i v i­

si o n  of s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t h e  p r e s i­

den t  of t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  or t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e s i g n e e s ,  

a n d  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n or .  Of th e t h r e e  m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r ,  o n e  s h a l l  be a s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  jud g e ,  one 

s h a l l  be a c h i e f  of p o l i c e  of a c i t y  of at least 1 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

a n d  th e  t h i r d  s h a l l  be a m e m b e r  of the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c . T h e  a p p o i n t e d

m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t w o - y e a r  terms. The  c h a i r m a n  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d

by th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  bo a r d .  Th e b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  at least biannu a l l y ,

Sec. i 2 .6 5 .O2 i. A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  Th e  b o a r d  

s h a l l a p p o i n t  a c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  

for t h e st a t e ,  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  it 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  The c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  be p a t h o l o g i s t s ,  or in a r e a s  w h e r e  n o n e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  

d o c t o r s  o f  m e d i c i n e  l i c e n s e d  in. t h e  state. A s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a­

ti o n  p e r s o n n e l  m a y  i n c l u d e  t e c h n i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  or c l e r i c a l
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p e r s o n n e l  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  t h e  p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r.  T h e  

s a l a r y  of the c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r , d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s , an d  

a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

board.

Sec. 12.65 . 0 3 1 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  Th e b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  and p u b l i s h  

r e g u l a t i o n s  tha t  are n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this |

chapt e r .  j

Sec. 1 2. 6 5 . 0 4 1 .  D U T I E S  OF M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  (a) A m e d i c a l  |

e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  all d e a t h s  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c a t e g o r i e s :

(1) v i o l e n t  dea t h ,  w h e t h e r  h o m o c i d e , s u i c i d e  or a c c i d e n t ;

(2) d e a t h  of a p e r s o n  u n a t t e n d e d  by a p h y s i c i a n ,  i n c l u d i n g

a p e r s o n  d e a d  on a r r i v a l  at a h o s p i t a l  a n d  a p e r s o n  w h o s e  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  

wa s  not of s u f f i c i e n t  d u r a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c a u s e  o f  de a t h ; I

(3) d e a t h  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;

(4) d e a t h  of an i n m a t e  at a p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  not h o s p i t a l­

ized for o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e  at the t i m e  of death;

(5) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  or a c c i d e n t ;

(6) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to a d i s e a s e  w h i c h  m i g h t  c o n s t i t u t e  a

t h r e a t  to p ub l i c  heal th ;  a n d

(7) d e a t h  of a p e r s o n  w i t h  a m e d i c a l l y  I m p o r t a n t  d i s e a s e  w h e n  

t h e r e  Is no ne x t  of kin.

(b) O n l y  a p h y s i c i a n  has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s i g n  a d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  

i n v o l v i n g  a d e a t h  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t h i s  section.

(c ) M e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  m a y  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  to l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

and o t h e r  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  in e x a m i n a t i o n s  an d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c r i m e s  not i n v o l v i n g  death.

Sec. 12.65.05-1. A U T OPSY. W h e n,  in the o p i n i o n  of the m e d i c a l  

e x a m i ne r ,  an a u t o p s y  is n e c e s s a r y  in t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a d e a t h
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o c c u r r i n g  in on e  of th e  c a t e g o r i e s  in sec. 41(a) of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the 

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  o r d e r  t h e  a u t o p s y ,  e v e n  o v e r  the o b j e c t i o n  of the 

n e x t  of kin. D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s ,  and 

m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  m a y  r e q u e s t  a u t o p s i e s  of the, m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  in a p p r o p r i a t e  cases. A n  a u t o p s y  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  m a y  be 

as e x t e n s i v e  as is c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 l .  R E C O R D S .  Th e  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  an d  d i s t r i c t

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  a n d  r e p o r t s  of m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a­

t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  by t h e i r  o f fi c e s .  Co p i e s  of 

a u t o p s y  r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  s h al l  be a v a i l a b l e  to l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a g e n c i e s ,  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r s .  C o p i e s  m a y  also be 

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r s  of d e c e d e n t ' s  f a m i l y  a.nd to p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  

a n d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  f o r  a r e a s o n a b l e  fee to c o v e r  t h e  c ost of m a k i n g  

t h e  copies.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 1 .  I N Q UEST. W he n ,  in t h e  o p i n i o n  of the m e d i c a l

e x a m i n e r ,  a n  i n q u e s t  is n e c e s s a r y  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of a 

d e a t h ,  t h e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  r e q u e s t  the d i s t r i c t  c ourt or l ocal 

m a g i s t r a t e  to c o n v e n e  a n  in q u e s t .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 8 l .  S U M M O N I N G  J U R O R S  F O R  I N QU E S T .  If an i n q u e s t  is 

w a r r a n t e d ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u m m o n  

six p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  by l a w  to se r v e  as j u r o r s  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  h i m  at

a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to i n q u i r e  in t o  th e  c a u s e  of t h e  death.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 1 .  O A T H  OF I N Q U E S T  JURO R S .  W h e n  six j u r o r s  attend,

t h e y  s h a l l  be s w o r n  by th e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  to i n q u i r e  wh o  

the p e r s o n  w a s  and w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  a n d  by wha t  m e a n s  he came  to hi s  death, 

a n d  to i n q u i r e  i nto t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  h i s  dea t h ,  an d  to g ive 

a t r u e  v e r d i c t  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  t h e m  or a r i s i n g  fro m  

the i n s p e c t i o n  of th e  body.

Sec. i 2 .6 5 .lOl. S U B P O E N A  A N D  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  W I T N E S S E S .  The
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d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  may s u b p o e n a  a n d  e x a m i n e  a s  w i t n e s s e s  

p e r s o n s  w h o ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  f a c t s ,  a n d  

a l s o  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  who s h a l l  g i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  

a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e a t h .  T h e  t e s t i m o n y  s h a l l  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  w r i t i n g .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 11 1 .  V E R D I C T  OP I N Q U E S T  JURY. A f t e r  h e a r i n g  the t e s t i­

mony, the j u r y  or t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e i r  n u m b e r  s h a l l  g i v e  its w r i t t e n  

v e r d i c t ,  s i g n e d  by t h e m  an d  s e t t i n g  out

( 1 )  t h e  name o f  t h e  p e r s o n  k i l l e d  a n d  w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  a n d  b y  

w h a t  m ea n s  h e  came t o  h i s  d e a t h ;  a n d

( 2 )  i f  h e  was k i l l e d  o r  h i s  d e a t h  w a s  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  t h e  a c t  

o f  a n o t h e r  b y  c r i m i n a l  m e a n s .

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 2 1 .  WARRANT FOR A R R E S T  OF PERSON C A U S IN G  D E A T H . I f  

t h e  j u r y  f i n d s  t h a t  a  c r i m e  w as c o m m i t t e d  i n  t h e  k i l l i n g ,  a n d  a l s o  

c h a r g e s  a p e r s o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c r i m e ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  

o r  m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  i s s u e  a w a r r a n t  f o r  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  t h a t  

p e r s o n .

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 3 1 .  B U R IA L  OF B O D Y .  W hen a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s ­

t r a t e  h o l d s  a n  i n q u e s t  u p o n  t h e  b o d y  o f  a  s t r a n g e r  o r  p a u p e r ,  a n d  n o  

f r i e n d  o r  r e l a t i v e  a p p e a r s  t o  c l a i m  t h e  b o d y  f o r  b u r i a l ,  a n d  n o  p r o v i ­

s i o n  i s  m ade f o r  t h e  b o d y  u n d e r  AS 1 3 . 5 0 ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s ­

t r a t e  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  I

s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  b o d y  t o  b e  p l a i n l y  a n d  d e c e n t l y  b u r i e d .

S e c .  1 2 . 6 5 . 1 4 1 .  P R O P E R TY  ON B O D Y . I f  m o n e y  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i s  

f o u n d  o n  t h e  b o d y ,  t h e  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  m ake  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  i t  

f o r  h i s  r e c o r d s  a n d  t a k e  i t  i n t o  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  He s h a l l ,  w i t h i n  3 0  j

d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i n q u e s t ,  t r a n s m i t  a  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a n d  1
t h e  m on e y  o r  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  c l e r k  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  T h e  c l e r k  

s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  b e  s o l d  a s  u p o n  e x e c u t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  d e d u c t  

t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  s a l e  f r o m  t h e  p r o c e e d s .  He s h a l l  d e p o s i t  t h e
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r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  p r o c e e d s  of t h e  sal e  a n d  a n y  m o n e y  d e l i v e r e d  to h i m  by 

t h e  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  in t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  as m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  on 

j u d g m e n t s  in f a v o r  of th e  state.
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