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S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 29 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act p r o v i d i n g  for t h e  e l e c t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r

of e d u c a t i o n j  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 0 7 . 1 4 5  (a), (b) an d  (c) are r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  

to read:

(a) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n  shall b e  n o m i n a t e d  by the 

q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of th e  s tate at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  and e l e c t e d  at 

the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i on .  H o w e v e r ,  if at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  a c a n d i d a t e 

for c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e c e i v e s  a m a j o r i t y  of the v o t e s  cast for that of f i ce  

he s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  a r u n o f f  h e l d  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  the tw o  c a n d i d a t e s  w i t h  the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  at the 

p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n .

(b) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  h a v e  at least a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  

w i t h  f ive years' e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s i n ce  r e c e i v i n g  

it, w i t h  at l e a s t  t h r e e  of t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  in a n  e x c l u s i v e l y  a d m i n i s t r a­

tive p o s i t i o n .

(c) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  for a f o u r - y e a r  t e r m  of 

o f f i c e  to c o i n c i d e  w i t h  that of the g o v e r n o r .  He m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  

d u r i n g  h i s  t e r m  of o f f i c e  b y  f o u r  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  for c a u s e  as 

d e f i n e d  in this s e c ti o n .  If the c o m m i s s i o n e r  is r e m o v e d  fo r  c a u s e  

d u r i n g  hi s  t e r m  of o f f i c e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n ,  the b o a r d  s ha l l  fill 

the v a c a n c y  thu s  c r e a t e d  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  for the b a l a n c e  o f  the ter m  of 

o f f i c e  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  w h o  has b e e n  r e m o v e d .
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* Sec. 2. A S  1 5 . 1 5 = 0 3 0  Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(14) A n o n p a r t i s a n  e d u c a t i o n  b a l l o t  s hall be d e s i g n e d  for 

the o f f i c e  of c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e du c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

the p r o v i s i o n s  of p a r a g r a p h  (10) of this s e c t i o n ,  the o f f i c e  of 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  e d u c a t i o n  m a y  a p p e a r  o n  the same n o n p a r t i s a n  b a l l o t  as 

t hat d e s i g n e d  f or  j u d i c i a l  o f f ic e r s .  No p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  m a y  be 

d e s i g n a t e d  a f t e r  the nam e  of c a n d i d a t e  for c o m m i s s i o n e r  of ed u c a t i o n .  

P r o v i s i o n  shall be m a d e  fo r  v o t i n g  for w r i t e - i n  c a n d i d a t e s  b o t h  at

the p r i m a r y  and  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  The s q u a r e s  a p p e a r i n g  on t h e  b a l l o t s

s hall m e a s u r e  o n e - f o u r t h  i n c h  o n  eac h  side. To t he  ex t en t  not in 

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this p a r a g r a p h ,  the o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  

of t his s e c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  b a l l o t s  a p p l y  to the

p r e p a r a t i o n  of a b a l l o t  for t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

e d ucation.

* Sec. 3= A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 5 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 5.20.510. P R O V I S I O N  F O R  A P P E A L  T O  COUR T S .  A c a n d i d a t e  or 

any p e r s o n  w h o  r e q u e s t e d  a r e c o u n t  wh o  has r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  a n  e r r o r  

has b e e n  m a d e  in the r e c o u n t  (1) i n v o l v i n g  an y  q u e s t i o n  or p r o p o s i t i o n  

or the v a l i d i t y  of a n y  b a l l o t  m a y  a p p e a l  to t h e  s u p e r i o r  court in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  c o u r t  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  a p p e a l s  in c ivil 

m a t t e r s ,  a n d  (2) i n v o l v i n g  c a n d i d a t e s  for the l e g i s l a t u r e  or C o n g r e s s  

or the o f f i c e  of g o v e r n o r  a nd  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  or c o m m i s s i o n e r  of 

e d u c a t i o n  m a y  a p p e a l  to the  s u p r e m e  court in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r u l e s  as 

m a y  be  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  the cou r t .  A p p e a l  s hall be f i l e d  w i t h i n  five 

d ays o f  the c o m p l e t i o n  of the r e c o u n t .  U p o n  o r d e r  o f  the court, the 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s hall f u r n i s h  the r e c o r d  of the r e c o u n t  t a k e n  

i n c l u d i n g  al l  b a l l o t s ,  r e g i s t e r s ,  and o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  an d  

p a p e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the e l e c t i o n  contest. Th e  a p p e a l  s hall be 

h e a r d  by the c o u r t  s i t t i n g  w i t h o u t  a jury. Th e  i n q u i r y  in the ap p e a l 
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shall e x t e n d  to the q u e s t i o n s  w h e t h e r  or no t  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  

has p r o p e r l y  d e t e r m i n e d  w h a t  b a l l o t s ,  p a r t s  of b a l l o t s ,  or m a r k s  for 

c a n d i d a t e s  o n  b a l l o t s  are v al i d ,  a n d  to w h i c h  c a n d i d a t e  or d i v i s i o n  

o n  the q u e s t i o n  o r  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e  v o t e  s hall b e  a t t r i b u t e d .  The 

c ourt s hall e n t e r  j u d g m e n t  e i t h e r  s e t t i n g  aside, m o d i f y i n g ,  or 

a f f i r m i n g  the a c t i o n  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  on re c o u n t .

* Sec. 4. AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 3 0 .  D E C L A R A T I O N  OP C A N D I D A C Y .  A m e m b e r  of a 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w h o  s e e k s  to b e c o m e  a c a n d i d a t e  of the p a r t y  in the 

p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n , or a p e r s o n  w h o  s ee k s  to b e c o m e  a c a n d i d a t e  for a 

n o n p a r t i s a n  o f f i c e  in the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ,  s hall e x e c u t e  a n d  file a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a nd i d a c y .  Th e  d e c l a r a t i o n  s hall be e x e c u t e d  u n d e r  

o a t h  b e f o r e  a n  o f f i c e r  a u t h o r i z e d  to tak e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  an d  shall 

s t a t e  in s u b s t a n c e :  (1) th e  f u l l  n a m e  of the c a n d i d a t e  and the m a n n e r

in w h i c h  he w i s h e s  his n a m e  to a p p e a r  o n  th e  b a l l o t ;  (2) the full 

r e s i d e n t  a d d r e s s  o f  the c a n d i d a t e ;  (3) the full m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s  of the 

c a n d i d a t e ;  (4) if the c a n d i d a c y  Is for th e  o f f i c e  of state sena t o r  

or st a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  the e l e c t i o n  or s e n a t e  d i s t r i c t  of w h i c h  the 

c a n d i d a t e  is a r e s i d e n t ;  (5) the o f f i c e  for w h i c h  the c a n d i d a t e  seeks 

n o m i n a t i o n ;  (6) the name  of t he  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  of w h i c h  he is a 

c a n d i d a t e  for n o m i n a t i o n ;  (7) the d a t e  of the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  at 

w h i c h  the c a n d i d a t e  d e c l a r e s  h i m s e l f  to b e  a c a n d i d a t e ;  (8) that the 

c a n d i d a t e  m e e t s  the s p e c i f i c  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the o f f i c e  for 

w h i c h  he is a c a n d i d a t e ;  (9) t h a t  the c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  m e e t  t h e  speci f i c  

c i t i z e n s h i p  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  the o f f i c e  for w h i c h  he is a c an d i d a t e ;

(10) tha t  the c a n d i d a t e  is a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  as r e q u i r e d  by law;

(11) tha t  th e  c a n d i d a t e  w i l l  m e e t  the s p ec i f i c  a g e , or o t h e r  s p ecific 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the o f f i c e  for w h i c h  he is a c a n d i d a t e ;  (12) t h a t  the 

c a n d i d a t e  if n o m i n a t e d  and e l e c t e d  w i l l  s u p p o r t  the p r i n c i p l e s  of the

-3 -  SB 29



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

o

10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

p a r t y  he seeks to r e p r e s e n t ; (13) tha t  th e  c a n d i d a t e  r e q u e s t s  that 

his n ame be p l a c e d  on the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t ;  (14) that the 

r e q u i r e d  fee a c c o m p a n i e s  the d e c l a r a t i o n ;  and  (15) that he is not 

a c a n d i d a t e  for an y  o t h e r offic e ,  e x c l u d i n g  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  office, 

to be v o t e d  u p o n  at the p r i m a r y  e le ction.

* Sec. 5* AS 15.25 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 15.25 . 1 05 .  E L E C T I O N  OF N O N P A R T I S A N  O F F I C E S  A T  P R I M A R Y  

ELECTION. Two  c a n d i d a t e s  for c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n  shall be 

n o m i n a t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of the s tate at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  

an d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall be e l e c t e d  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c ti o n .  H o w e v e r ,  

if at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  a c a n d i d a t e  fo r  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e c e i v e s  a 

m a j o r i t y  of the v o t e s  cast for that o f f i c e  he shall be e l e c t e d  w i t h o u t  

a r u n o f f  h e l d  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  two c a n d i d a t e s  

w i t h  the g r e a t e s t  n um b e r  of v o t e s  at the p r i m a r y  el e c t i o n.

* Sec. 6. A S  1 5 . 2 5  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 5 . 25 . 1 1 5 .  F I L L I N G  V A C A N C I E S  F O R  N O M I N E E S  F O R  N O N P A R T I S A N

OFFICES. If a c a n d i d a t e  n o m i n a t e d  at the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  for a

n o n p a r t i s a n  o f f i c e  dies, w i t h d r a w s ,  r e s i g n s ,  b e c o m e s  d i s q u a l i f i e d

fr o m  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  for w h i c h  he is n o m i n a t e d ,  or is c e r t i f i e d  as

b e i n g  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  in the same m a n n e r  as p r e s c r i b e d  by sec. 110 of

this c h a p t e r  n o m i n e e s  for p a r t i s a n  o f f i c e s  a f t e r  the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n

an d  10 d a y s  or m o r e  b e f o r e  the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  the v a c a n c y  s h a ll  be

f i l l e d  by the c a n d i d a t e  w h o  r e c e i v e d  the t h i r d  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  of

v o t e s  at the p r i m a r y  ele c t i on ,  or u n t i l  th e  list of c a n d i d a t e s  is

exha u s t ed .  If t h e r e  is no t h i r d  or o t h e r  r u n n e r - u p ,  in o r d e r  of

n u m b e r  of v o t e s  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e n  the v a c a n c y  m a y  be f i l l e d  by p e t i t i o n

fi l e d  w i t h  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  by a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  d e l i v e r y  in 

p e r s o n  or b y  m a i l  not l ater t h a n  10 d ays b e f o r e  the d a t e  of the

g e n e r a l  e l ection. The p e t i t i o n  shall be s i g n e d  by not less t ha n  
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1 , 0 0 0  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  a n d  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  in 

sec. 1 8 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  n o  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c a n d i d a t e  o r  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  m a y  b e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  T h e  

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p l a o e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  p r o p e r l y  

n o m i n a t e d  b y  p e t i t i o n  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t  i n  t h e  s a m e  

m a n n e r  as  p r o v i d e d  f o r  p e t i t i o n  n o m i n e e s  f o r  p a r t i s a n  o f f i c e s  u n d e r  

sec. 1 1 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 7. A S  1 5 . 2 5 . 1 ^ 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S e c .  1 5 - 2 5 . 1 4 0 .  P R O V I S I O N  F O R  N O - P A R T Y  C A N D I D A T E  N O M I N A T I O N S .  

E x c e p t  as  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c s .  10 5  a n d  115 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  c a n d i d a t e s  

n o t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a r e  n o m i n a t e d  b y  p e t i t i o n .  

s Sec. 8. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  a n  a m e n d m e n t  

t o  sec. 25, a r t .  I l l ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  p r o v i d i n g  for 

t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  at t h e  n e x t  s t a t e w i d e  

e l e c t i o n .
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