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B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 85 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the s tate 

c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e v i s i n g  the m e t h o d  and 

p r o c e d u r e  f o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  th e  sen a t e  

a n d  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the 

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  O P  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is r e p e a l e d  

a n d  r e a d o p t e d  to read:

A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T I N G .

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) M e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  

an d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r s  i n  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in th e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  

in t h i s  a r t i c l e .  A l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  at l ea s t  one 

s e n a t e  a n d  tw o r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e a t s  o r  d is t r i c t s .  I f  a l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t  e l e c t s  t wo  or m o r e  s e n a t o r s  o r  two or m o r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

e i t h e r  (1) th e l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  b e  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  

s i n g l e - m e m b e r  s e n a t e  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  or (2) the s e n a t e  or 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e a t s  s h a l l  be d e s i g n a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  by l e t t e r  or 

n u m b e r .

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  s e n a t e  an d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  c o m p a c t ,  c o n t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y ,  and e a c h  s e n a t o r  an d  

e a c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  r e p r e s e n t  as n e a r l y  as m a y  be a n  e q u a l  

n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  

e l i g i b l e  to v o t e  at the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  the d e c e n n i a l  

f e d e r a l  c e n s u s ,  or the  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to
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v ote at the m o s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  if the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  is 

p u r s u a n t  to a c o u r t  o r d e r , s h a l l  be the b a s i s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s­

tri cting.  T h e  n u m b e r  of v o t e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by e a c h  s e n a t o r  a n d  by 

e a c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  20 a n d  40, r e s p e c­

tiv e l y  , Int o  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  in the state.

(c) E a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  co n t a i n ,  as n e a r l y  as p r a c­

tica b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the f o r m a t i o n  

of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to l o c a l  g o v e r n­

men t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  a n d  o t h e r  i d e n t i­

fiab l e  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s h a l l  be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .

(d) In this  a r t i c l e ,  to t h e e x t e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  

the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  p e r m i t ,

(1) " c o n t i g u o u s "  m e a n s  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r t  of e v e r y  l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t  s h a ll  be a c c e s s i b l e  b y  land, b y  s t a t e  h i g h w a y  o r  m a r i n e  h i g h­

way r o u t e ,  s c h e d u l e d  c o m m e r c i a l  a i r l i n e  or a i r  t a x i  r o u t e  f r o m  e v e r y  

part of th e  same d i s t r i c t  w i t h o u t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  an y  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  

of l i k e  p u r p o s e ;

(2) " c o m p a c t "  m e a n s  t hat the b o u n d a r i e s  of e v e r y  l e g i s­

lative d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  be as c l o s e  to e q u i d i s t a n t  f r o m  the g e o g r a p h i c  

c e n t e r  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  as is p r a c t i c a b l e .

(e) F o l l o w i n g  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ,  the t e r m  of o f f i c e  o f  a m e m b e r  o f  

the s e n a t e  is not a f f e c t e d  by a c h a n g e  i n  th e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the  d i s­

trict f r o m  w h i c h  he wa s  e l e c t e d ,

S E C T I O N  2. R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t  the 

s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  thi s  

a r t i c l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of a d e c e n n i a l  

f e d e r a l  c e n su s ,  or i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c o u r t o r d e r  to r e d i s t r i c t .

S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BOA R D.  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  
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s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to a c t  in an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to 

him. It s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of fi v e  m e m b e r s  w h o  s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  

in th e  State. H o w e v e r ,  (1) no m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  

m a y  be m e m b e r s  of t h e  s a m e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  as th e g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  at 

l e a s t  on e  m e m b e r  s h a l l  be a m e m b e r  of  the o p p o s i t e  p o l i t i c a l  party;

(2) n o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  of  the b o a r d  m a y  be p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s  or e m­

pl o y e e s ;  a n d  (3) n o  m e m b e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  are e l i g i b l e  for e l e c t i o n  to 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  in w h i c h  they  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e .  At l e a s t  one m e m b e r  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  

f r o m  the s o u t h e a s t e r n ,  s o u t h c e n t r a l ,  c e n t r a l  a n d  w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  of 

th e  State.

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e ct  o n e  of its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  a n d  one 

v i c e - c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a y  e m p l o y  t e m p o r a r y  staff. Th e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a dopt 

its o w n  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e ,  but a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a q u o r u m .  T h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  the b o a r d  is r e q u i r e d  

f o r  a r u l i n g ,  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  or the  a d o p t i o n  of a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan.

(c) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  th e  ex o f f i c i o  s e c r e t a r y  of 

th e  b o a r d  w i t h o u t  v o t e  a n d  s h a l l  f u r n i s h ,  at the  d i r e c t i o n  of the 

b o a r d  or t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  The l i e u­

te n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  k e e p  a p u b l i c  r e c o r d  o f  a l l  th e  p r o c e e d i n g s  of 

the b o a r d  a n d  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  b o a r d  a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  by the 

g o v e r n o r .  T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  is the l e g a l  c o u n s e l  for the  b o a r d ;  he 

s h a l l  a d v i s e  t he  b o a r d  a n d  the g o v e r n o r  a n d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  i n  any 

l i t i g a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .

(d) T h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  the b o a r d  are o p e n  to t h e  p u b l i c  e x c e p t  as 

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by law. The b o a r d  s h a l l  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on 

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  the State.

(e) T h e  b o a r d  a n d  its s t a f f  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d  a n d  s h a l l
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r e c e i v e  a c t u a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s  as p r o v i d e d  by law, i n c l u d i n g  

p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  for b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  f u n d s  to e n a b l e  the b o a r d  to c a r r y  

out its d u t i e s .

. ..SECTION. 4. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  PLAN, .(a) Not l a t e r  t h a n  O c t o b e r  1 of

o n  ■Pr'i 1 ~] r\*A r n n o *  +- Vt a  4- f»TV\ -! /•> Vi ricirt q v i v t i  q  1 ■f1 ci v> Q  1 n  o n  a n  d  n a
v i i o  y  n\f _i_ l  ig~ j u i i u v  j - i j .  y i i w  v a v -  v / i i i i u - u ,  j .  i  u a  va v=. a * w

taken, th e  b o a r d  s h a l l  su b m i t  its r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  to th e  g o v e r n o r  

a n d  m a k e  it p u b l i c .  W i t h i n  s i x t y  d ay s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  t he  plan, cne 

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i s s u e  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p r o c l a m a t i o n  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e c o m e  

la w  i n  the s a m e  m a n n e r ,  an d  s u b j e c t  to th e  s ame p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e f e r­

endum, as a p p l y  to a n  act o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall 

a c c o m p a n y  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  he p r o c l a i m s  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n­

ing  any. c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  p l a n  p r e s e n t e d  to h i m  b y  the boa r d . The 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  for the e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l .the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  the n e x t  d e c e n n i a l  

census.

(b). If i n  a r e f e r e n d u m  o n  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  p r o c l a i m e d  by 

the g o v e r n o r ,  a m a j o r i t y  of the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on th e q u e s t i o n  

r e j e c t  the. r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan, the g o v e r n o r ,  w i t h i n  s i x t y  d a y s  l o l l o w -  

i n g  the e l e c t i o n ,  s h a l l , r e d r a f t  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  i n  th e  m a n n e r  

p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .

S E C T I O N  5. J U D I C I A L  E N F O R C E M E N T .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  is 

vested, i n  t h e  s u p r e m e  court, on the p e t i t i o n  of any q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  in 

the S t a t e , to c o m p e l  th e  g o v e r n o r  or the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  a d v i s o r y  bo a r d ,  

by m a n d a m u s  or o t h e r w i s e ,  to p e r f o r m  Its d u t i e s  u n d e r  th i s  a rt i c l e .

S E C T I O N  6. JUDICIAi R F V T E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  (a) O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c­

t i o n  is v e s t e d  I n  th e  s u p r e m e  court, o n  t h e p e t i t i o n  o f  a n y  q u a l i f i e d  

votex- m  t h e  St a t e ,  f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  the g o v e r n o r  p r o­

claims a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p lan, to r e v i e w ,  or to c o m p e l  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  an 

H J R  85 - 1*-
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e r r o r  In, t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan. T h e  c a u s e  s h a l l  be r e v i e w e d  on the 

l a w  a n d  t h e  facts.

(b) If t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  th e  p l a n  thu s  r e v i e w e d  

c o m p l i e s  w i t h  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  it s h a l l  d i s m i s s  the 

p e t i t i o n  by w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  the f i l i n g  o f  the 

p e t i t i o n  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r’s r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  s h a l l  b e c o m e  l a w  o n  the 

d a t e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n .

(c) I f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  

d o e s  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  a r t i c l e ,  the p l a n  is void, 

a n d  t h e s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  d i r e c t  the g o v e r n o r  to r e d r a f t  the r e d i s­

t r i c t i n g  p l a n  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  a r t i c l e  a n d  r e t u r n  t h e  p l a n  

to t h e  s u p r e m e  c ourt w i t h i n  s i x t y  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  f i l i n g  o f  the p e t i­

tion. T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  r e v i e w  the p l a n  r e t u r n e d  to it and, if 

it c o m p l i e s  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of t his a r t i c l e ,  s h a l l  f ile it w i t h  

t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  w i t h i n  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  the f i l i n g  of the 

p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  o r d e r  it p u b l i s h e d  in t h e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  by law. 

T h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  o n  the d a t e  of filing.

(d) If t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the p l a n  r e t u r n e d  to it

b y  the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  (c) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  not c o m p l y  w i t h  the

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  thi s  a r t i c l e ,  th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  r e t u r n  it i m m e d i­

a t e l y  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a w r i t t e n  o p i n i o n  s p e c i f y i n g  w i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r i t y  w h e r e  t h e  p l a n  f a il s  to c o m p l y  w i t h  the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

t his a r t i c l e .  The o p i n i o n  s h a l l  f u r t h e r  d i r e c t  the g o v e r n o r  to c o r r e c t  

th e  p l a n  i n  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r s  a n d  no o t h e r s  a n d  to fil e  a n d  p u b l i s h  

t h e  c o r r e c t e d  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  b y  la w  w i t h i n  

n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  of th e  p e t i t i o n .  It s h a l l  b e c o m e  l a w  on 

t he d a t e  o f  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t e d  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  of  A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a l e d .

s Sec. 3. T h e  a m e n d m e n t  p r o p o s e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d
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b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  of the  state at th e ne x t  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  art. XIII, sec, 1, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  a n d  th e  e l e c t i o n  

laws o f  the state.
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