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Introduced: 3/13/74
Referred: Health,Education & Social
Services and Finance

’ BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTER

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 74
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
EIGHTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to decentralized child-
care and training facilities.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Department of Health and Social Services is proposing to
cdntihué~the bpef&tion of Aloanfra Youth Camp at an increased budgét and is
requesting capital additions in the amount of $1.2 millioh; and »

. WHEREAS the legislature has already committed $350,000 for capital de-

velopment at Alcantra Youth Camp; and

WHEREAS there is a current high vacancy vate in existing, private child

care institutions that have similar programs £0 Alcantra; and

WHEREAS the effect of high vacancy rates imkprivate child=care
instibutlons ls to ralse the cost to the state of purchasing ecare in those
factlitless and

WHEREAS the total tax doIlar cost is higher in Alcantra\ﬁﬁan private
facilities; and ‘ | | k

WHERELAS the effect of continuing to operate Alcantra Youth Canmp 1s to
creatve: an oversupply of institutional beds for chilldren which forces theé
caﬂt'ﬁa-ﬁheﬁstaﬁefinaprfvate,éhildacare institutions to rise shavply; and

WHEREAS private: chilld~care institutions have historically~pr0vided
excellent. caring services: to childien and have aﬁtempted.to‘délivervthOSe
services: ab the~lbwest'pmssiblb~cast‘ccnsiStentbwith good standards of
services; and:

3

WHEREAS! the trend’ in c¢hild welfare 15 away from oenur 1ized child<care
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WHEREAS Alaska 1s already experiencing a public reaction against
removing children to distant schools for the purpose of education and can
expect a growing public rejection of the removal of childreh from their
communitiles for the purpose of recelving services; and

WHEREAS there 1s a demonstrated need for more funds to create local

services for children to keep them in a famlly setting; and

WHEREAS private agencles are reqguired to meet standérds under Alaska
law and publlc institutions are not required to meet these same standards;
and

WHEREAS there are additional needs for the training of individuals
involved in foster home programs, in training foster parents, and trailning
and education of persons Involved in working with children Iin established
facilities rather than bullding more institutions;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Governor is
respectfully requested to direct the Department of Health and Social Service
to Immediately develop plans for alternative child-care facilities rather
than an expansion of the Alcantra Youth Camp, and be 1t

FURTHER RESOLVED that the department institute an immediate feasibility
study as to the alternative uses of thils facility which are more applicable

to current needs; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the $350,000 previously allocated to the depart-

marmdt P a AldTA_Aamvaa Paad TS e Fam et Mad mcramliom TFa T T mee baon cwcemA doo  ooogmde on e b 8 T
MBO ALY L AL O WAL LUTLUaL T LavLiLuvy Ll LIS avalivoiha Va.J..LUy U UupTu LU Couvalvilioit
a loan fund to assist local communities and regions to implement small,

decentralized, locally operated programs to meet demonstrated needs.,
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