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IN  T H E  H O U S E BY  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 26 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  the  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  be 

r e s t o r e d  to s e r v i c e  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  

a n d  be  u s e d  to i n a u g u r a t e  a n  a l l - A l a s k a  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  l i n k i n g  S o u t h c e n t r a l  

A l a s k a  p o r t s  w i t h  t h o s e  in  S o u t h e a s t e r n  

A l a s k a  a n d  the c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  States.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  b o t h  ch. 

34, S L A  1 9 7 1  ( a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  sale), a n d  a 1 97 2  A c t  of C o n g r e s s  (thr e e -  

y e a r  w a i v e r  o f  J o n e s  A c t )  h a s  in g o o d  f a i t h  u n d e r t a k e n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  the 

s a l e  o f  t h e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M ,  but ,  to d a t e ,  n o  sale has b e e n  c o n s u m m a t e d ;  an d  

W H E R E A S ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  g l o b a l l y  a d v e r t i s e d  sale, t h r o u g h  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  k n o w n  s h i p  b r o k e r s ,  t h e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  ha s  i n c u r r e d  s u b s t a n­

t i a l  c o s t s  w i t h o u t  p r o d u c i n g  a n y  r e v e n u e :  d o c k a g e  fees, m a i n t e n a n c e  to

p r e v e n t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a n d  c r e w  s a l a r i e s  to e n s u r e  h e r  s a f e t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  r e s t o r a t i o n  to s e r v i c e  of the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M ,  e v e n  u n d e r  the 

p r e s e n t  J o n e s  Ac t  w a i v e r ,  w o u l d  p e r m i t  u s e  of t h i s  v e s s e l  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  

w h e n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  " o n l i n e "  f e r r y l i n e r s  in t h e  S o u t h e a s t  segm e nt  

of th e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  to m e e t  d e m a n d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a l r e a d y  I n  1974, t h e  M / V  M A L A S P I N A ,  o p e r a t i n g  on a o n c e -  

w e e k l y  r o u n d  t r i p  s c h e d u l e  b e t w e e n  S e a t t l e  a n d  t h e  H a i n e s - S k a g w a y  t e r m i n a l s ,  

r e s p o n d i n g  to i n c r e a s e d  w i n t e r  t o u r i s m  a n d  t he  i m m i n e n c e  o f  t r a n s - A l a s k a  

p i p e l i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  is e x p e r i e n c i n g  a d e m a n d  fo r  v e h i c l e  s pa c e  a n d  

p a s s e n g e r  b e r t h s  10 p e r  ce n t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  h e r  c a p a c i t y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  them;
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'lO

W H E R E A S , the M A L A S P I N A  w i l l  be in d r y d o c k  f o r  a n n u a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  d u r i n g  

a r c h  a n d  A p r i l , 1 9 7 ^> a p e r i o d  w h e n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  tha t  the t o u r i s t  

r a f f l e  b e g i n s , but a l s o  w h e n  th e  I m p a c t  of the "s t a r t up" for the t r a n s -  

l a s k a  p i p e l i n e  w i l l  b e g i n  to p r e s s  the s t a t e ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k ;  an d  

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  f e r r y  s y s t e m  m u s t  h a v e  t he  v e h i c l e  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  

apao.lty to meet- tha t  d e m a n d  —  a d e m a n d  t hat c a n n o t  b e  s a t i s f i e d  by th e  

A L A S P I N A 's less s p a c i o u s  s i s t e r  s h i p , M / V  M A T A N U S K A ,  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  the 

L A L ASPINA's p l a c e  w h i l e  she is in d r y d o c k  b e c a u s e  th e M A T A N U S K A  ha s  s p a c e  

P r  20 p e r  c ent f e w e r  v e h i c l e s  t h a n  the M A L A S P I N A  a n d  ca n  a c c o m m o d a t e  but 

-ne-thlrd of the n u m b e r  of p a s s e n g e r s  in b e r t h s  t h a t  t h e M A L A S P I N A  ca n  

irovide; and

W H E R E A S  the d e m a n d  for f e r r y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u l d  be m e t  if 

he W I C K E R S H A M  is u s e d  to s u p p l e m e n t  the p r e s e n t  S e a t t l e  s e r v i c e  b y  a d d i n g  

, s e c o n d  w e e k l y  r o u n d  t r i p  s a i l i n g  d u r i n g  the a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  M A L A S P I N A  a n d  

intil the M / V  C O L U M B I A  is in s e r v i c e  b e c a u s e  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  J o n e s  Ac t  w a i v e r  

loes not e x p i r e  u n t i l  th e  C O L U M B I A  a c t u a l l y  is p l y i n g  the I n s i d e  P a s s a g e  

■etween S e a t t l e  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  it is e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  that due  to c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e l a y s  th e  

l/V C O L U M B I A  m a y  no t  be in s e r v i c e  as s c h e d u l e d  o n  M a y  31, 197^5 and, e v e n  

.f it is a v a i l a b l e ,  it is e v i d e n t  that the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  w i l l  r e q u i r e  the 

use of th e  n e w  f e r r y l i n e r s  as w e l l  as the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  to s u p p l y  u r g e n t l y  

■equired t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  n o w  a n d  in t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  the M / V  C O L U M B I A ,  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  as th e  W I C K E R S H A M * s  

• e p l a c e m e n t , c o n t r a r y  to p o p u l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  is not, in t e r m s  of its 

:quipment a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p r e c i s e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  b e c a u s e  

;he C O L U M B I A  l acks th e  l i f e b o a t ,  h o s p i t a l  a n d  r a d i o  r o o m  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  

facilities that ar e  m a n d a t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o c e a n - g o i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  by 

;he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d , as w e l l  as th e  s t a b i l i z i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  Is 
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h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  o c e a n - g o i n g  s e r v i c e  -- a l l  of w h i c h  the  W I C K E R S H A M  

p o s s e s s e s ; a n d

W H E R E A S  to e q u i p  th e  M / V  C O L U M B I A  a c c o r d i n g  to U. S. C o a s t  G u a r d  s p e c i­

f i c a t i o n s  f o r  o c e a n - g o i n g  s e r v i c e ,  p l u s  s t a b i l i z e r s ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  an 

e x p e n d i t u r e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  b e y o n d  t h e  C O L U M B I A ' S  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  

p r i c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the c o s t  o f  r e p l a c i n g  the  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  i n  t e r m s  o f  t o d a y ' s  

p r i c e s  is at l e a s t  f o u r  t i m e s  h e r  o r i g i n a l  c o s t  to th e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  or 

n e a r l y  $30 m i l l i o n ;  i f  c o n s t r u c t e d  new ,  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  p l a n n i n g ,  g e n e r a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  b a l l o t  a p p r o v a l  a n d  b o n d  sale, a n d  b i d d i n g  

a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  c o n s u m e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M ,  e i t h e r  u n d e r  a f i v e - y e a r  

e x t e n s i o n  of th e  p r e s e n t  J o n e s  Ac t  w a i v e r ,  or u n d e r  a p e r m a n e n t  e x e m p t i o n  

f r o m  its p r o v i s i o n s ,  w i l l  p e r m i t  th e  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to 

i n a u g u r a t e  i n t e r t i e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  t h e G u l f  of A l a s k a  b e t w e e n  J u n e a u  

a n d  S e w a r d  t h u s  l i n k i n g  S o u t h e a s t  a n d  S o u t h c e n t r a l  p o r t s  a l o n g  th e  A l a s k a  

M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  o n  a n  a l l - A l a s k a  r o u t e  w i t h  th e  o n l y  v e s s e l  p r e s e n t l y  e q u i p p e d  

a n d  c e r t i f i e d  to p e r f o r m  t h a t  s e r v i c e  at a p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  w h e n  

A l a s k a  m u s t  us e  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  e l e m e n t  in its t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  to 

e n s u r e  th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  p e r s o n n e l ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  e s s e n t i a l  to the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a n s - A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  

No. 18, a m e n d e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  r e q u e s t i n g  a f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  o f  s tate 

f e r r y  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  Sta te s  

w i t h  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t o p s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  a n d  tha t  s t u d y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t r a n s - G u l f  f e r r y  r o u t e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  th e  o n l y  w a y  t h e  n e e d  c a n  be d e t e r m i n e d  is to c o m m e n c e  s e r v i c e  

o n  the r o u t e  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  s u f f i c i e n t  to t e s t  a c t u a l  p u b l i c  d e m a n d  

w i t h  t h e  one v e s s e l  p r e s e n t l y  c a p a b l e  of  p r o v i d i n g  o c e a n - g o i n g  s e r v i c e ;  and
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W H E R E A S  it is w e l l  k n o w n  that on h e r  a n n u a l  r o u n d  t r i p  fo r  o v e r h a u l  

a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  th e  M / V  T U S T U M E N A ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  o n l y  o t h e r  o c e a n - g o i n g  

c e r t i f i e d  v e s s e l ,  c a r r i e s  a c a p a c i t y  loa d  of v e h i c l e s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  a c r o s s  

the G u l f  of A l a s k a  to J u n e a u  a n d  S e a t t l e  b y  o n l y  a d v e r t i s i n g  the v o y a g e  in

the C i t y  of  S e w a r d  or b y  w o r d  of m o u t h ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  as p o i n t e d  out in H C R  18 a m  3, by no s t r e t c h  o f  the i m a g i n a­

ti o n  c a n  a t r a n s - G u l f  f e r r y  r o u t e  be c o n s i d e r e d  p a r a l l e l  to e x i s t i n g  hi g h w a ys :  

a n d

W H E R E A S  t e n t a t i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o b t a i n i n g  a J o n e s  Ac t  

w a i v e r  e x t e n s i o n  is no t  b e y o n d  th e  r e a l m  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r­

ing tha t  th e s t a t e  ha s m a d e  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y s  s in c e  th e

a c q u i s i t i o n  of t he  W I C K E R S H A M  in 1 9 6 8  in m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of n e w  v e s s e l s ,

l e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  f e r r y l i n e r s ; t h e s e ,  p l u s  a d d i t i o n s  

to t h e  s t a t e ' s  f e r r y  f l e e t  p r o j e c t e d  for the i m m e d i a t e  f u t u r e ,  as w e l l  as 

a n n u a l  o v e r h a u l  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  (all w o r k  s u p p l i e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  s h i p­

b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y ) ,  t o t a l  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $60 m i l l i o n  o v e r  the last six a n d  n e x t  

two y e a r s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  it is n o w  c l e a r  tha t t h e  o r i g i n a l  cos t o f  the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  

pales I n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e  of s t a t e  f u n d s  

for p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as c o n t i n u i n g  

e x p e n d i t u r e s  fo r  a n n u a l  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  th e A l a s k a  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  f l e e t  In A m e r i c a n  s h i p b u i l d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ; a n d

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  I n d i c a t e s  c l e a r l y  t h a t  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  

m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  c o m p a r e  v e r y  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  s t a n d a r d  h i g h w a y  m a i n t e n a n c e  

c o s t s ; a n d

W H E R E A S  f a i l u r e  to sel l  the W I C K E R S H A M  s u g g e s t s  tha t  m o d e r n  f e r r y  

v e s s e l s  c a n  b e  d e s i g n e d  in E u r o p e  a n d  b u i l t  e i t h e r  in E u r o p e a n  or J a p a n e s e  

s h i p y a r d s  at less cos t  t h a n  the sale p r i c e  d e m a n d e d  b y  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

for th e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M ;  It is e q u a l l y  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e e c o n o m i c s  of the 
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s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  w o r l d w i d e  m a y  be s u c h  t h a t  the W I C K E R S H A M  is not 

s a l e a b l e  at a n y  p r i c e  t h e s t a t e  w i l l  a c c e p t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  to k e e p  th e  M / V  

W I C K E R S H A M  t i e d  u p  at a S e a t t l e  p i e r  is to w a s t e  a $10 m i l l i o n  s t a t e  a s s e t  

w h e n  t h i s  v e s s e l ,  e v e n  u n d e r  th e  p r e s e n t  t e m p o r a r y  w a i v e r  o f  th e  J o n e s  Act, 

s t i l l  c a n  p r o v i d e  a v a l u a b l e ,  u s e f u l  s e r v i c e  by t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of 

A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  to t h i s  state, e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  the p e a k  

m o n t h s  of t o u r i s t  d e m a n d  o n  th e s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  d e m a n d  t h a t  is o c c u r r i n g  

e a r l i e r  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  y e a r  —  as w e l l  as d u r i n g  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f u t u r e  as 

the s t a t e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e  t r a n s - A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  the 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  of P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  an d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to t a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o u r s e  of acti o n :

(1) c e a s e  a l l  e f f o r t s  to s e l l  t h e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  ch. 34, SL A  1 9 7 1 i

(2) e x p e d i t e  t h e  a n n u a l  o v e r h a u l  of the  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  and, not 

l a t e r  t h a n  M a r c h  1, 1974, or as s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r . a s  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  d r y d o c k  

m a i n t e n a n c e  w i l l  p e r m i t ,  r e s t o r e  the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  to s e r v i c e  i n  S o u t h e a s t  

A l a s k a  so t h a t  It w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  M a r c h ,  A p r i l  a n d  M a y  w h e n ,  due 

to t h e  d r y d o c k  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  M / V  M A L A S P I N A ,  th e  d e m a n d  fo r  v e h i c l e  a n d  p a s­

se n g e r  b e r t h  s p a c e  w i l l  f a r  e x c e e d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  the M / V  M A T A N U S K A  to 

m e e t  it, and, i n  a n y  e v e n t , u n t i l  t h e  M / V  C O L U M B I A  a c t u a l l y  is In s e r v i c e

a l o n g  t h e  I n s i d e  P a s s a g e  f r o m  S e a t t l e  to S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ;

(3) f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  "o n  l ine" of t he  M / V  C O L U M B I A  in 

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  b e g i n  t r a n s - G u l f  of  A l a s k a  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  J u n e a u

a n d  S e w a r d  a n d  t r a n s f e r  t h e  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  to t h a t  ro u t e ;

(4) b e g i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of c o m p a t i b l e  d o c k i n g  a n d  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i­

ties f o r  the M / V  W I C K E R S H A M  at S e w a r d  a n d  p l a n  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  at C o r d o v a  

a n d  Y a k u t a t  as i n t e r m e d i a t e  stops;
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(5) i m m e d i a t e l y  b e g i n  e f f o r t s  to o b t a i n  at l e a s t  a n  e x t e n s i o n  of 

the t e m p o r a r y  w a i v e r  of t h e  J o n e s  Ac t  , p o i n t i n g  out to t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

C o n g r e s s  the r e a l i t y  of the i»rorld m a r k e t  f o r  a u s e d  f e r r y  v e s s e l  a n d  the 

v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  m ad e ,  a n d  p r o j e c t e d  fo r  the 

f u t u r e s in A m e r i c a n - b u i l t  f e r r y l i n e r s , in  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  

m a i n t e n a n c e ;  a n d  be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t , a b s e n t  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  the p r e s e n t  w a i v e r  of 

the J o n e s  Act, t h e  G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d i r e c t  the C o m m i s­

sio n e r  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  a n d  th e  D i r e c t o r  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to t a k e  the 

f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the  M / V  W I C K E R S H A M :

(1) c e a s e  al l  e f f o r t s  to sel l  the v e s s e l ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th e  

p r o v i s i o n s  of ch. 3 ^ ,  S L A  1971; e x p e d i t e  a n n u a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  in d r y d o c k ;

(2) us e  the v e s s e l  "o n  line" in the s t a te  f e r r y  s y s t e m  o n l y  d u r i n g  

t h e  a n n u a l  t o u r i s t  s e a s o n  fo r  a n  e x p r e s s ,  n o n s t o p  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  S e w ar d ,  

H a i n e s , J u n e a u ,  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  P r i n c e  R u p e r t  or V a n c o u v e r ;

(3) l imit t h i s  e x p r e s s  s e r v i c e  to f oot p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  

v e h i c l e s  a n d  t h o s e  p i c k u p  t r u c k s  or s i m i l a r  v e h i c l e s  w i t h o u t  c a m p e r  e q u i p­

men t  so t h a t  t h e  o v e r h e a d  a u t o  r a c k s  m a y  b e  u s e d ,  t hus d o u b l i n g  the p r e s e n t  

car d e c k  c a p a c i t y  of t he  W I C K E R S H A M ,
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