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R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
a n d  F i n a n c e

I n t r o d u c e d :  I / 1 9 /73

IN T H E  H O U S E
B Y  S P E C K I N G , M . M I L L E R  
A N D  T I L L I O N

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 18

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to s t a t e  f e r ry  s e r v i c e

b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a n d  the

c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t es ,  w i t h  i n t e r

m e d i a t e  stops in S o u t h e a s t  Alaska.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t h e  s t a t e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  is i n te n d e d  to be a n  e x t e n s i o n  of o v e r­

land h i g h w a y s  w i t h o u t  p a r a l l e l i n g  e x i s t i n g  r o u t e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  a r d u o u s  t w o - d a y  d r i v e ,  even in the b e s t  of w e a t h e r ,  f r o m  

A n c h o r a g e  to H a i n e s ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  s t a t e  ferry s y s t e m  t e r m i n a l  in S o u t h e a s t  

A l a s k a ,  is s c a r c e l y  a l a n d  r o u t e  p a r a l l e l  to a c r o s s - G u l f  of A l a s k a  f e r r y  

run; and

W H E R E A S  t h e  p a v i n g  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y ,  v i a  the H a i n e s  Cutoff, f r o m  

the A l a s k a - B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  b o u n d a r y  t o  the A l a s k a - Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y  f r o n t i e r  

m a y  w e l l  be s t i l l  y e a r s  in the f u t u r e ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  b a s e d  o n  a r e c e n t  s u r v e y  of A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  t r a f f i c ,  t h e r e  is 

a n  e v i d e n t  n e e d  now, r a t h e r  t h a n  at t h e  end of the p r e s e n t  deca d e ,  for an 

A l a s k a  f e r r y  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  and th e  "l o w e r  48" w i t h  an 

i n t e r t i e  to t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a;  and

W H E R E A S  s u c h  a r o u t e  a l r e a d y  ha s  been e n d o r s e d  by the K e n a i  B o r o u g h  

A s s e m b l y ,  th e  S e w a r d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  by A n c h o r a g e ;  and

W H E R E A S  s u c h  a r o u t e  r e q u i r e s  a v e s s e l  c e r t i f i e d  for o c e a n  t r a v e l  

w h i c h ,  if c o n s t r u c t e d  new, w o u l d  c o n s u m e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of p l a n n i n g ,  g e n e r a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  b o n d  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  at a p r o b a b l e  c ost In 

e x c e s s  of $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  M / V  W i c k e r s h a m ,  w h i c h  is c e r t i f i e d  for o c e a n  travel, will
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be a v a i l a b l e  for a c r o s s - G u l f  of A l a s k a  r u n  w h e n  the r e p l a c e m e n t  v e s s e l  u n d e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  is p l a c e d  in service; an d

W H E R E A S 5 b e c a u s e  of the J o n e s  Act, the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  c a n n o t  l e g a l l y  

o p e r a t e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  p o r t s  u n l e s s  t h e  p r e s e n t  

w a i v e r  is e x t e n de d ,  an e x t e n s i o n  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be f u l l y  e x p l o r e d ;  and

W H E R E A S  the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  u n d e r  the t e m p o r a r y  e x e m p t i o n  g r a n t e d  by th e  

U.S. C o n g r e s s  in 1972 p r o b a b l y  can o p e r a t e  b e t w e e n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  

A l a s k a  ports; and, in any event, d e s p i t e  the J o n e s  Act t h e  v e s s e l  can l e g a l l y  

o p e r a t e  w h e n  t h e  w a i v e r  e x p i r e s  f r o m  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  to V a n c o u v e r ,

B r i t i s h  C o l umbia, w h i c h  is but 150 h i g h w a y  m i l e s  f r o m  S e a t t l e ;  and

W H E R E A S  a c c o r d i n g  to the "Rep or t  on S c h e d u l i n g ,  R o u t i n g ,  F e a s i b i l i t y ,  

and T ar iffs: A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m , "  May, 1972, p r e p a r e d  for the 

D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  by T i p p e t t s ,  

Abbett, M c C a r t h y  & S t r a t t o n ,  C o n s u l t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  th e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  

port w h i c h  o f f e r s  the m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  n o r t h e r l y  t e r m i n u s  for a n  i n t e r t i e  

f e r r y r o u t e  for c o n v e n i e n t  a c c e s s  to the m a j o r  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  of S o u t h -  

c e n t r a l  and C e n t r a l  A l a s k a  is Seward;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by th e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l ]  

r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the D i v i s i o n  of M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  Wor k s ,  to b e g i n  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  in 1974 u t i l i z i n g  

the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m  b e t w e e n  the port of S e w a r d ,  Alaska, w i t h  i n t e r m e d i a t e  stop 

at a p p r o p r i a t e  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  ports, an d V a n c o u v e r ,  B. C . ,  w h i c h  is on l y  a 

short d i s t a n c e  f r o m  the S t a t e  of W a s h i n g t o n ;  and be it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  

t he D i v i s i o n  of* M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  9 D e p a r t m e n t  of* P u b l i c  W o r k s s to commence 

i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a n n i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of* s u i t a b l e  d o c k i n g  and  t e r m i n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  for th e  M / V  W i c k e r s h a m ,  b e f o r e  the sum m er  of 1974, at Seward, 

a nd at t h os e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  p o r t s  of ca l l  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  l a c k i n g  t h e s e  

c o m p a t i b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  for the M / V  W i c k e r s h a m .
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