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H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to a n  i n t e r i m  study on 

so c ia l  I n s u r a nc e .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a c r i s i s  i n  t h e  soc i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  to the 

p o o r  In A l a s k a  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n  in t e r m s  of s c a r c i t y  of f u n ding, 

i n e p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  l a c k  o f  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  in o r d e r  to m e e t  t h i s  c r i s i s ,  t h e  p r o b l e m s  are b e i n g  studied, 

p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  is b e i n g  a r o u s e d  a n d  n e w  a n d v i g o r o u s  a t t e m p t s  are  b e i n g  m a d e  

to r e v i t a l i z e  a n d  p r o v i d e  b r o a d - b a s e d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  to m e e t  th e  n e e d s  of 

t h e  poor; and

W H E R E A S  t h i s  w o r t h w h i l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on th e  p o o r  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  o v e r­

loo k s  the  b r o a d e s t  s e g m e n t  of ou r  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  m i d d l e  class, w h i c h  in mos t  

c a s e s  is f o r c e d  for f i n a n c i a l  r e a s o n s  t o  r e g a r d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  as se r v i c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  t o  t h e  p o o r  or t h e  w e a l t h y ;  a nd

W H E R E A S ,  w h e n  t h i s  ty p e  of s i t u a t i o n  e v o l v e d  in r e g a r d  to m e d i c a l  s e r­

vic e s ,  p r i v a t e  i n s u r e r s  w e r e  q u i c k  to f i l l  th e  g a p  by p r o v i d i n g  low cost 

m e d i c a l  i n s u r a n c e  w h i c h  is w i t h i n  the f i n a n c i a l  r e a c h  of m o s t  A m e r i c a n s ;  and 

W H E R E A S ,  t h u s  far, no p r i v a t e  i n s u r e r s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  p r o g r a m s  to provid< 

m a s s i v e ,  l o w - c o s t ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  i n s u r a n c e  in the  same m a n n e r ;  

and

W H E R E A S  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of a p r i v a t e  so c ia l  i n s u r a n c e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  be 

e n o r m o u s  an d  w o u l d  h a v e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  l o n g - t e r m  im p a ct  on the q u a l i t y  of 

s o c i e t y  in A l a s k a  in t h a t  it w o u l d  (1) solve th e  p r o b l e m  of s h o r t a g e  of 

s e r v i c e  to the m i d d l e  c l a s s  p e r s o n  w h o  Is n e i t h e r  a t a x - d c l l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

n o r  a f f l u e n t  e n o u g h  to b e a r  th e  cost of the s e r v i c e  he ne e d s ;  (2) in s u r e
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good s e r v i c e  in q u a l i f i e d ,  l i c e n s e d  a g e n c i e s ;  (3) a l l o w  th e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  

I n d u st r i e s  to d e v e l o p  r e f i n e d  t e c h n i q u e s  for o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e s ; a n d  (4) 

release som e  v o l u n t a r y  f u n d s  f o r  th e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h ,  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  

and c a p i t a l  c os t s  t hat f r e q u e n t l y  m a k e  a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e s  i m p o s s i b l e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that t h e  G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  

7he D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to c o n d u c t  a study to uetex'iiiine the f e a s i — 

aility of i n s t i t u t i n g  a s t a t e w i d e  p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  s o c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m  

tfhich w o u l d  c o v e r  s u c h  t h i n g s  as c o s t s  of c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  to i n d i v i d u a l s  

and f a m i l i e s , c o st s  of d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t i n g  an d  e v a l u a t i o n ,  c o s t s  of p l a c i n g  

ch i ldren o u t s i d e  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  in f a s t e r  f a m i l i e s , g r o u p  h o m e s  a n d  s p e c i a l i z  

I n s t i t u t i o n s , an d  c o s t s  of h o m e m a k e r  a n d  d a y  care s e r v i c e s ; to d e t e r m i n e  the 

r e q u i re m e n t s  of such  a s t a t e w i d e  s o c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

'fersh-McLennan, D. K. M a c D o n a l d  and Co., I n c . on th e  a c t u a r i a l  a s p e c t s  a n d  

zost r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this ty p e  of p r o g r a m ;  a nd  to r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s  to th e  

Second S e s s i o n  of t h e  E i g h t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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