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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 1 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  C o m m u n i t y  an d
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  J u d i c i a r y  
a n d  F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY G A R D I N E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 291 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An  Act p r o v i d i n g  for t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of d i s t r i c t s

a n d  b o r o u g h s  in t h e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ;  an d  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  dat e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 29 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  19. B O U N D A R I E S  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  OF D I S T R I C T S  

A N D  B O R O U G H S  IN T H E  U N O R G A N I Z E D  B O R O U G H .

A R T I C L E  1. B O U N D A R I E S , A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  A N D  I N C O R P O R A T I O N .

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 0 1 0 .  B O U N D A R I E S .  B y  t h e 1 0 t h  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  th e  c o n­

v e n i n g  of t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  of t h e  e i g h t h  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  the L o c a l  

B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  shall p r o p o s e  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a d i v i s i o n  of the 

u n o r g a n i z e d  a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e  in t o  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t s .  The 

L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  m a y  p r o p o s e  a d j u s t m e n t s  to th e  b o u n d a r i e s  of 

e x i s t i n g  b o r o u g h s  to t h e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to s e c u r e  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  

th e  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  b o r o u g h  b o u n d a r i e s  set out in t h e  st a t u t e s  a n d  in the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  A p r o p o s e d  a d j u s t m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  

b o u n d a r i e s  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for t h o s e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  th e  c o m m i s s i o n  

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  or a p p r o p r i a t e .  The L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  shall 

h o l d  h e a r i n g s  at a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  the  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  b e­

fore p r o p o s i n g  t e n t a t i v e  d i v i s i o n s  of the u n o r g a n i z e d  a r e a  int o  u n o r g a n­

ized b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t s .  F o l l o w i n g  the p u b l i c a t i o n  of t e n t a t i v e  boundariels 

in th e  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h ,  the L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  s hall h o l d  

at l e a s t  one h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  the c o n f i n e s  of the p r o p o s e d  t e n t a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  as to the d i v i s i o n  of the
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u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r ough. T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  

C o m m i s s i o n  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  if c o n c u r r e d  in by a m a j o r i t y  of the 

m e m b e r s  of e a c h  house. Th e  p r o p o s e d  d i v i s i o n  is no t  s u b j e c t  to m o d i­

fi c a t i o n  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to d i s a p p r o v a l s  and if 

d i s a p p r o v e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  the p r o p o s e d  d i v i s i o n  m a d e  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  th i s  s e c t i o n  is of no e f f e c t .

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 0 20 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .  U n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t s  

s hall be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  an d R e g i o n a l

A f f a i r s  as p r e s c r i b e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 29.19 . 0 3 0 .  A D V I S O R Y  C O U NCIL. In e a c h  d i s t r i c t  the  l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r 3 w i t h i n  60 day s  of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d i s t r i c t s  in the 

m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in see. 10 of thi s c h a p t e r ,  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for e l e c t i o n  

of an a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  of 11 m e m b e r s .  Th e  c o u n c i l  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 

an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of state 

p r o g r a m s  and p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  d i s t r i c t .  E l e c t i o n  o f  c o u n c i l

m e m b e r s  s hall be h e l d  e v e r y  f o u r  years.

Sec. 29.19.0il0. C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S H I P .  At t h e  t i m e  of e l e c t i o n  and 

d u r i n g  t h e i r  tenu re ,  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  

of the s t at e  and r e s i d e n t s  of the d i s t r i c t .  A v a c a n c y  on t h e  a d v i s o r y  

c o u n c i l  s hall be fi l l e d  b y  a p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  for e l e c t i o n  to the 

a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  a n d  selected, b y  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  of th e  r e m a i n i n g  m e m b e r s  

of the council. If a m a j o r i t y  of s e a ts  on the a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  are 

v a c a n t  c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall f i l l  the v a c a n c i e s  

by a p p o i n t m e n t  of p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  for e l e c t i o n  to the a d v i s o r y  

c o u n c i l .

Sec. 29.1 9 . 0 5 0 .  I N C O R P O R A T I O N .  A p e r c e n t a g e ,  d e t e r m i n e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 0 5 0 ( 1 0 ) ,  of the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of an u n o r g a n­

ized b o r o u g h  d i s t r i c t  m a y  p e t i t i o n  for o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t  as 

a b o r o u g h  of th e  first, s e c o n d  or t h i r d  c la s s  in the  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d
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in ch. 10 o f  this title, e x c e p t  that th e  p e t i t i o n  n e e d  no t  i n c l u d e  

m a t t e r  r e l a t i n g  to b o u n d a r i e s .

A R T I C L E  2. H O M E  R U L E  C H A R T ER S .

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 0 6 0 .  A D O P T I O N  OF C HA R T E R .  A n  u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  

d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  a d o p t  a h o m e  r u l e  c h a r t e r  

in t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 2 9 . 1 3 . 0 1 0  - 2 9 . 1 3 . 1 0 0 ,  e x c e p t  that the 

a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  e l e c t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  sec. 30 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  

s h a l l  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  a s s i g n e d  to c i t y  c o u n c i l s  a n d  e x c e p t  that the 

c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 11 m e m b e r s .  V a c a n c i e s  on the 

c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  in t h e  sa m e  m a n n e r  as v a c a n c i e s  on 

t h e  a d v i s o r y  c o u n ci l .

Sec. 2 9 .i9 .O7 O, O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  T h e  c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n  shall 

i n i t i a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  the d i s t r i c t  int o  a b o r o u g h  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  by  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  th e  c h a r t e r  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .  T h e  c h a r t e r  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  

w i t h i n  on e  y e a r  of the f i r s t  m e e t i n g  of th e c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l  r e v i e w  t h e  c h a r t e r  in l i g h t  of t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of  t h e  p a r t i­

cu l a r  b o r o u g h  a n d  w i t h i n  120 d a y s  f r o m  r e c e i p t  shall t r a n s m i t  the 

c h a r t e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  its f i n d i n g s  and  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  to t h e  L oc a l  

B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 0 8 0 .  H E A R I N G .  T h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  shall 

h o l d  at l e a s t  one h e a r i n g  in th e  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  to be o r g a n i z e d  for the 

p u r p o s e  of h e a r i n g  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  on t h e  c h a rter.

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 0 9 0 .  L O C A L  B O U N D A R Y  C O M M I S S I O N  D E T E R M I N A T I O N .  The 

L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  f r o m  r e c e i p t  of the c h a r t e r  

a n d  t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  f i n d i n g s  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  

w h e t h e r  t h e  c h a r t e r  m e e t s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the 

laws and t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  an d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  

a d o p t e d  by th e  c o m m i s s i o n .
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S e c . 2 9 . 1 9 • 100. R E J E C T I O N  OP C H A R T E R . If t h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  

C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that  the c h a r t e r  f a i l s  to m e e t  t he  s t a n d a r d s  for 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , it s hall re j e c t  the c h a r t e r  s t a t i n g  in w r i t i n g  its 

r e a s o n s  for th e  re j e c t i o n .

Sec. 29.19 . 1 1 0.  A M E N D E D  CHARTER. A c h a r t e r  c o m m i s s i o n ,  w i t h i n  

60 d a y s  of r e j e c t i o n ,  m a y  p r e p a r e  a n d  submit to the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  an a m e n d e d  c h a r t e r  f a i r l y  m e e t i n g  the 

s t a t e d  o b j e c t i o n s  to the o r i g i n a l  charter. T h e  a m e n d e d  c h a r t e r  s hall j 

be e v a l u a t e d  in the same m a n n e r  as the o r i g i n a l  c h a rter. No m o r e  t h a n  j 

o ne o r i g i n a l  an d  one a m e n d e d  c h a r t e r  m a y  be s u b m i t t e d  w i t h i n  o n e  12- 

m o n t h  peri o d .

Sec. 2 9 . 19 . 1 2 0 .  R A T I F I C A T I O N  OF C H A RTER. If the L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  j

I
C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  that t h e  c h a r t e r  m e e t s  the s t a n d a r d s  for o r g a n i -  j 

zation, it s h al l  n o t i f y  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r . As s o o n  t h e r e a f t e r  as 

p r a c t i c a b l e  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall p r o v i d e  for a n  e l e c t i o n  in | 

the d i s t r i c t  on the q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  or not t h e  c h a r t e r  is r a t i f i e d  

and for e l e c t i o n  of the o f f i c e r s  p r o v i d e d  for in t h e  c h a r t e r.  Th e  

e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be p r e c e d e d  by p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  p o s t i n g  of the p r o p o s e d  

c h a r t e r  by the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  

for o t h e r  c h a r t e r  e l e c t i o n s  in AS 2 9.13.060.

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9. 1 3 0 .  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  OF R E S U L TS .  If a m a j o r i t y  of the 

v o t e s  cast by the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  of th e  d i s t r i c t  are a g a i n s t  r a t i f i­

cation, th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall so c e r t i f y  a nd  s h a l l c e r t i f y  that 

the c h a r t e r  is def e a te d .  If a m a j o r i t y  of the v o t e s  cast by the 

q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  on th e  q u e s t i o n  are in f a v o r  of r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  the 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s hall so c e r t i f y  a n d  d e c l a r e  that the d i s t r i c t  in 

w h i c h  the e l e c t i o n  w a s  he l d  is an o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  an d  a m u n i c i p a l  

c o r p o r a t i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the t e r m s  of the c h a r t e r . The l i e u t e n­

ant g o v e r n o r  s hall also c e r t i f y  the n a m e s  of t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  
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r e c e i v e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  of v o t e s  for th e  o f f i c e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

t he c h a rter.

Sec. 2 9 . 1 9 . 1 4 0 .  V O T E R S ,  E L E C T I O N S  A N D  COSTS. (a) A p e r s o n  is 

q u a l i f i e d  to v o t e  in a b o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  if 

he is q u a l i f i e d  to v o t e  i n  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  if h e  is a r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b o r o u g h .

(b) T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  s u p e r v i s e  e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  as p r o v i d e d  f or  s u p e r v i s i o n  of o t h e r  b o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  

AS 2 9 . 1 8 . 1 1 0 .

(c) T h e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  th e  o f f i c e  of t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  

a s s u m e  th e  c o s t s  of e l e c t i o n s  a n d  c h a r t e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p­

ter.

* Sec. 2. N o t h i n g  in t h i s  A c t a f f e c t s  a n y  b o r o u g h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  p e t i t i o n  

n o w  p e n d i n g  or p e n d i n g  in t h e  f u t u r e ,  bu t  th e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  shall 

t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  w h i c h  it has d o n e  in d i v i d i n g  t h e  u n o r g a n­

ize d  b o r o u g h ,  in c o n s i d e r i n g  a n y  o r g a n i z i n g  pe t i t i o n .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1973.
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