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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e x c i s e  t a x  on b e v e r a g e  c o n­

t a i n e r s . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T  O F  L E G I S L A T U R E .  I t  is the i n t e n t  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

t h a t  t h e  cos t  of d i s p o s i n g  o f  p a c k a g e s ,  b o t t l e s ,  c a n s  a n d  o t h e r  b e v e r a g e  

c o n t a i n e r s ,  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e  m u c h  of th e  t r a s h  a n d  l i t t e r  a l o n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

h i g h w a y s  a n d  p u b l i c  a r e a s ,  be b o r n e  by t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  p u r­

c h a s e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  of t h e  p r o d u c t s  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  litt er .

* Sec. 2. AS 43 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a  new c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  62. E X C I S E  T A X  O N  B E V E R A G E  C ON T A I N E R S .

Sec. 4 3 . 6 2 . 0 1 0 .  T A X  ON C O N T A I N E R S .  T h e r e  is i m p o s e d  a tax of 

10 c e n t s  pe r  c o n t a i n e r  o n  e v e r y  d i s t r i b u t o r  o r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  of b e v e r a g e  

c o n t a i n e r s  in t h e  state. The ta x  is imposed on th e  f i r s t  i n t r a s t a t e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  sale, u s e  or c o n s i g n m e n t ;  a c o n t a i n e r  s h a l l be s ub j e c t  

to tax o n l y  o n  o n e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  s a l e ,  use or c o n s i g n m e n t .

Sec. 4 3 . 6 2 . 0 2 0 .  M O N T H L Y  S T A T E M E N T  A N D  P A Y M E N T S .  (a) E a c h  m a n u­

f a c t u r e r  or d i s t r i b u t o r  s h a l l  file, a statement w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  on 

o r  b e f o r e  the la s t  d a y  of the c a l e n d a r  month. Th e  s t a t e m e n t  shall 

c o n t a i n  a n  a c c o u n t  of a l l  c o n t a i n e r s  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  sold, u s e d  or c o n­

si g n e d  to b u y e r s  or c o n s i g n e e s  d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r  month.

(b) E a c h  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o r  d i s t r i b u t o r  s h a l l  p a y  on or b e f o r e  the 

las t da y  of e a c h  m o n t h  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l l  t a x e s  on a l l  c o n t a i n e r s  d i s­

t r i b u t e d ,  sold, u s e d  or c o n s i g n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r  mon t h .  

Sec. 4 3 . 6 2 . 0 3 0 .  E X E M P T I O N S .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  b e v e r a g e  c o n t a i n e r s

- 1 -  HB 273

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 7/ 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,
C o m m e r c e  a n d  F i n a n c e



!

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I 1

12

13

14

15

1 /.I w

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

are exe m p t  f r o m  the tax i m p o s e d  by sec. 10 of t h i s  c h a p t e r :

(1) r e t u r n a b l e  c o n t a i n e r s  o n  w h i c h  a d e p o s i t  of at least 

10 c e n t s  is r e q u i r e d  of t h e  r e t a i l  p u r c h a s e r  or c o n s u m e r  a n d  w h i c h  

c o m p l y  w i t h  the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  s e c . 40(a) o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  an i n d i v i d u a l  v o l u m e  e x c e e d i n g  64 o u n c e s  

p e r  c o n t a i n e r.

Sec. 4 3 .62.040. R E T U R N A B L E  C O N T A I N E R S .  (a) E a c h  r e t u r n a b l e  

c o n t a i n e r  m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  sold o r  d i s t r i b u t e d  or i n t e n d e d  f or  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

in t h e  s t a t e  s hall b e  c l e a r l y  l a b e l e d  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  co n­

t a i n e r  is a r e t u r n a b l e  d e p o s i t  c o n t a i n e r  and the a m o u n t  o f  the  d e p o s i t .

(b) A m a n u f a c t u r e r  or d i s t r i b u t o r  m a y  r e q u i r e  a p u r c h a s e r  or 

c o n s i g n e e  f o r  r e s a l e  or f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to m a k e  a d e p o s i t  on t h e  

c o n t a i n e r s  p u r c h a s e d  or r e c e i v e d  on c o n s i g n m e n t  or to r e m i t  a l l  or a 

part of d e p o s i t s  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  r e t a i l  p u r c h a s e r s  or c o n s u m e r s .  A 

m a n u f a c t u r e r  or d i s t r i b u t o r  f o r  r e s a l e  s hall a c c e p t  for r e t u r n  and 

r e f u n d  the  d e p o s i t  o n  all c o n t a i n e r s  t e n d e r e d  to h i m  of a t y p e  w h i c h  

he m a n u f a c t u r e s  or d i s t r i b u t e s .

(c) A r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t  m a y  e n t e r  into agreements w i t h  a n  agent o r  

w i t h  a w h o l e s a l e r  or d i s t r i b u t o r  in th e  same  l o c a l i t y  to p r o v i d e  a 

de p o t ,  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  p u r c h a s e r s  and c o n s u m e r s ,  for the a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

c o n t a i n e r s  p u r c h a s e d  fro m  h i m  a n d  for the r e f u n d  of d e p o s i t s .  A 

p u r c h a s e r  m a y  elect to r e t u r n  c o n t a i n e r s  to t h e  p r e m i s e s  at w h i c h  t h e y  

a re sold or o f f e r e d  f o r  sale, or at a d e p o t  as p r o v i d e d  for in this 

s u b s ection. Th e  r e f u n d  s ha l l  b e  m a d e  at the p l a c e  to w h i c h  th e  con­

tai n e r s  are d e l i v e r e d .

(d) A r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t  m a y  l imit th e  n u m b e r  of c o n t a i n e r s  r e t u r n­

abl e  by one p e r s o n  in one day to 24 c o n t a i n e r s ,  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  

r e t u r n i n g  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  p r o d u c e s  a r e c e i p t , I n v o i c e  or o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  

that th e c o n t a i n e r s  t e n d e r e d  f o r  r e f u n d  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  the  l o c a t i o n
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at w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  t e n d e r e d  for r e f un d .  A r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t  who 

sells o r  o f f e r s  for. s ale b e v e r a g e s  in a m e r c h a n d i s i n g  p a c k a g e  w h i c h  

c o n t a i n s  m o r e  t h a n  24 i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t a i n e r s  at t h e  t i m e  of s ale s hall 

a c c e p t  f o r  r e f u n d ,  a n d r e f u n d  on, the n u m b e r  of  c o n t a i n e r s  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  tha t  m e r c h a n d i s i n g  p a c k a g e  at time o f  s a l e  w h e n  t e n d e r e d  fo r r e f u n d  

by a p e r s o n  e a c h  day.

(e) A  r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t  m a y  r e f u s e  to a c c e p t  d e l i v e r y  of a c o n t a i n e r  

or to r e f u n d  t h e  a m o u n t  of d e p o s i t  if t h e  c o n t a i n e r  is

(1) n o t  of t h e  k i n d  or c l as s  he sells or o f f e r s  for sale; or

(2) in a d a m a g e d ,  d i r t y  or r u s t y  c o n d i t i o n ,  e x c e p t  that 

d a m a g e  to t h e  c o n t a i n e r  to e x t r a c t  its c o n t e n t s  d o e s  no t  r e l i e v e  a 

m e r c h a n t  of t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  to r e f u n d  th e  d e p o s i t  l a b e l e d  on th e  c o n­

ta i n e r  .

(f) D e p o s i t s  o n  r e t u r n a b l e  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  be m a d e  in cash. A 

p e r s o n  r e t u r n i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  m a y  not be r e q u i r e d  to r ■ eive the  r e f u n d  

in the f o r m  of m e r c h a n d i s e  or t o  m a k e  a p u r c h a s e  f r o m  th e  m e r c h a n t  in 

o r d e r  to r e t u r n  c o n t a i n e r s  for refund.

Sec. 4 3 . 6 2 . 0 5 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the p r o v i s i o n s  of t his chapter.

Sec. 4 3 . 6 2 . 0 6 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  A p e r s o n  wh o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of 

n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $500.

Sec. 4 3 . 62 . 0 7 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " b e v e r a g e "  m e a n s  b e e r  or o t h e r  m a l t  b e v e r a g e s  an d m i n e r a l  

w a t e r s ,  s od a  w a t e r ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  soft d r i n k s  in l i q u : .' f o r m  a n d  i n t e n d e d  

for h u m a n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  or not c a r b o n a t e d ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  s p i r i­

tuo u s  and  v i n o u s  b e v e r a g e s ,  but doe s  not i n c l u d e  u n c a r b o n a t e d  water, 

soups, f l u i d  m i l k  p r o d u c t s ,  u n a d u l t e r a t e d ,  n at u r a l ,  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  or 

f r o z e n  m e a t ,  v e g e t a b l e  or m e a t  j u i c es ,  or l i q u i d s  i n t e n d e d  for
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m e d i c i n a l  p u r p o s e s  only;

(2) " c o n t a i n e r "  m e a n s  th e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s e p a r a t e  b o t t l e ,  can, 

j a r  or c a r t o n  of less t h a n  o n e - h a l f  g a l l o n  in v o l u m e  c o m p o s e d  of 

gl a s s ,  m e t a l ,  paper, plastic, o r  any c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  m a t e r i a l s , 

c o n t a i n i n g  a c o n s u m e r  p r o d u c t ;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t " m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e ;

(4) " d i s t r i b u t o r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  e n g a g e s  in the sale

o f  c o n s u m e r  p r o d u c t s  in c o n t a i n e r s  t o  a m e r c h a n t  o r  d e a l e r  in t h e  state, 

i n c l u d i n g  an y  m a n u f a c t u r e r  w h o  e n g a g e s  in s a l e s  to m e r c h a n t s  or d e a l e r s ;

(5) " m a n u f a c t u r e r " m e a n s  a p e r s o n  b o t t l i n g ,  c a nn i n g ,  p a c k i n g ,  

or o t h e r w i s e  f i l l i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  for sale to  d i s t r i b u t o r s  o r  d e a l e r s .
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