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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  C h a n c e

O ff er ed : 4/1.1/7.4
R e f e r r e d :  Rules.

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 70 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the a d o p t i o n  of c h i l d r e n . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E 'O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  20 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  15. A D O P T I O N .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 .  W H O  M A Y  B E  A D O P T E D .  A n y  p e r s o n  m a y  be a d o p t e d .  

Sec. 2 0 .i5 .0 2 0 . W H O  M A Y  AD O PT .  (a) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  ma y  

a d o p t :

(1) a h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  t o g e t h e r ;

(2) a n  u n m a r r i e d  ad u l t ;

(3) t h e  u n m a r r i e d  f a t h e r  or m o t h e r  of the p e r s o n  to be

a d o p t e d ;

(4) a  m a r r i e d  p e r s o n  w i t h o u t  th e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  j o i n i n g  as a

p e t i t i o n e r ,  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  is n o t  his  s p o u s e ,  a n d  if

(A) th e o t h e r  s p o u s e  is a p a r e n t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to be

a d o p t e d  a n d  c o n s e n t s  to the a d o p t i o n ;  o r

(B) th e  p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  the o t h e r  s p o u s e  are  l e g a l l y  

s e p a r a t e d ;  or

(C) t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  to j o i n  in the 

p e t i t i o n  o r  to a g r e e  to t h e  a d o p t i o n  is e x c u s e d  by th e  c o u r t  by 

r e a s o n  o f  p r o l o n g e d  u n e x p l a i n e d  a b s e n c e ,  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  i n c a p a c i t y  

or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  w i t h h o l d i n g  of 

c o n s e n t .

(b) N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a f f e c t s  l e g i t i m a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  25.- 

20.050.

- 1 -  S C S H B  70 a m  S



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

b r o u g h t  i n  the  s u p e r i o r  c o u rt  for the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h ,  at th e t i m e  

of f i l i n g  or g r a n t i n g  the p e t i t i o n ,  th e  p e t i t i o n e r  or the  p e r s o n  to be 

a d o p t e d  r e s i d e s  or is in m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  or i n  w h i c h  the a g e n c y  h a v i n g

th e  care, c u s t o d y ,  o r  c o n t r o l  o f  the m i n o r  is l o c a t e d .  J

(b) If th e  co u r t  f i n d s  i n  th e i n t e r e s t  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  j u s t i c e ,  J

u n d e r  A S  2 2 . 1 0 . 0 4 0 ,  t ha t  the m a t t e r  s h o u l d  be h e a r d  i n  a n o t h e r  j u d i c i a l  I
.

d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  c o u r t  m a y  t r a n s f e r ,  s t a y  or d i s m i s s  the p r o c e e d i n g  in

w h o l e  o r  i n  p a r t  o n  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  are just.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 4 0 .  P E R S O N S  R E Q U I R E D  TO C O N S E N T  T O  A D O P T I O N .  (a) 

U n l e s s  c o n s e n t  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 50 of this c h a p t e r ,  a p e t i t i o n  

to a d o p t  a m i n o r  m a y  be g r a n t e d  o n l y  if w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to a p a r t i c u l a r  

a d o p t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  by

(1) th e  m o t h e r  of the m i n o r ;

(2) th e  f a t h e r  of the m i n o r ,  i f  th e f a t h e r  w a s  m a r r i e d  to

th e  m o t h e r  at the  t i m e  the m i n o r  was c o n c e i v e d  or at a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  

c o n c e p t i o n ,  the m i n o r  is his c h i l d  by a d o p t i o n ,  or h e  h a s  o t h e r w i s e

l e g i t i m a t e d  t h e  m i n o r  u n d e r  the laws o f  th e state;

(3) any p e r s o n  l a w f u l l y  e n t i t l e d  to c u s t o d y  o f  the m i n o r  or 

e m p o w e r e d  to c o n s e n t ;

(4) the c o u r t  h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  c u s t o d y  of 

the m i n o r ,  if the l e g a l  g u a r d i a n  or c u s t o d i a n  of th e  p e r s o n  o f  th e  

m i n o r  is n o t  e m p o w e r e d  to c o n s e n t  to t h e  a d o p t i o n ;

(5) the m i n o r ,  if m o r e  t h a n  10 y e a r s  o f  age, u n l e s s  the 

c o u r t  i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  the m i n o r  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the m i n o r ' s  

c o n s e n t ;  a n d  1

(6) the s p o u s e  of  th e  m i n o r  to be a d o p t e d .

(b) A  p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  a n  a d u l t  m a y  be g r a n t e d  o n l y  if w r i t t e n  I

c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  ha s  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  by th e a d u l t  a n d  the a d u l t ' s  I

S C S H B  70 am S -2 -
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Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 5 0 .  P E R S O N S  A S  T O  W H O M  C O N S E N T  A N D  N O T I C E  N O T  REQUIRED;,

(a) C o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  is not r e q u i r e d  of

(1 ) a p a r e n t  w h o  has a b a n d o n e d  a c h i l d  w i t h o u t  a f f o r d i n g  

m e a n s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  or w h o  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  a c h i l d  as d e t e r m i n e d  

u n d e r  A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( c ) ( 3 ) ( B ) ;

(2 ) a p a r e n t  o f  a c h i l d  in th e  c u s t o d y  of a n o t h e r ,  if the 

p a r e n t  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  at l east o n e  y e a r  has f a i l e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

w i t h o u t  j u s t i f i a b l e  c a u s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not l i m i t e d  to i n d i g e n c y ,

(A) to c o m m u n i c a t e  m e a n i n g f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  child, or

(B) to p r o v i d e  f o r  th e  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  of the c h i l d

as r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w  o r  j u d i c i a l  d e c r e e ;

(3) the  f a t h e r  of a m i n o r  if  the f a t h e r ' s  c o n s e n t  is not 

r e q u i r e d  by sec. 4 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  o f  t his c h a p t e r ;

(4) a p a r e n t  w h o  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  r i g h t  to c o n s e n t  u n d e r  

sec. 180 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(5 ) a p a r e n t  w h o s e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  h a v e  b e e n  t e r m i n a t e d  by

o r d e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t  u n d e r  sec. 180 o f  t h i s  c h ap t e r ;

(6 ) a  p a r e n t  j u d i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  i n c o m p e t e n t  or m e n t a l l y

d e f e c t i v e  if t h e  c o u r t  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the p a r e n t ' s  c o n s e n t ;

(7 ) a n y  p a r e n t  of the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  if the p e r s o n  

is 19 or m o r e  y e a r s  o f  age, a n d  t h e  c o u r t  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the c o n s e n t  

of t h e  p a r e n t ;

(8 ) a n y  g u a r d i a n  or c u s t o d i a n  s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 4 0 ( a ) ( 3 )  or

(4) of t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h o  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  r e s p o n d  i n  w r i t i n g  to a r e q u e s t  

f o r  c o n s e n t  f o r  a p e r i o d  of 60 d a y s  o r  w ho, a f t e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  his 

w r i t t e n  r e a s o n s  fo r  w i t h h o l d i n g  c o n s e n t ,  is f o u n d  by th e  c o u r t  to be j 

w i t h h o l d i n g  h i s  c o n s e n t  u n r e a s o n a b l y ;  or

(9 ) t h e  s p o u s e  of the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  i f  the
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r e q u i r e m e n t  of c o n s e n t  to th e a d o p t i o n  is w a i v e d  by the c ou r t  by r e a s o n  

of p r o l o n g e d  u n e x p l a i n e d  a b s e n c e , u n a v a i l a b i l i t y , i n c a p a c i t y ,  or c i r c u m­

sta n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  w i t h h o l d i n g  of c o ns e n t .

(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 100 of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  n o t i c e  of a 

h e a r i n g  o n  a p e t i t i o n  fo r  a d o p t i o n  n e e d  not be g i v e n  to a p e r s o n  w h o s e

c o n s e n t  is n ot  r e q u i r e d  or to a p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  or r e l i n q u i s h m e n t

h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  w i t h  the p e t i t i o n .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 6 0 .  H O W  C O N S E N T  IS E X E C U T E D .  (a) Th e  r e q u i r e d  c o n­

sent to a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be e x e c u t e d  at a n y  t i m e  a f t e r  the b i r t h  of the

c h i l d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t he  c ourt or in th e  p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n  

a u t h o r i z e d  to tak e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .

(b) A c o n s e n t  w h i c h  d o e s  not n a m e  or o t h e r w i s e  i d e n t i f y  the 

a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t  is v a l i d  if the c o n s e n t  is e x e c u t e d  in the p r e s e n c e  of 

the c o u r t  o r  a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to tak e  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  and  c o n t a i n s  

a s t a t e m e n t  by the p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  it is t h a t  the  p e r s o n  c o n s e n t­

ing  v o l u n t a r i l y  e x e c u t e d  the c o n s e n t  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of d i s c l o s u r e  o f  the

n a m e  or o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 7 0 .  W I T H D R A W A L  OP C ON S E N T .  (a) A c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  

m a y  n o t  be w i t h d r a w n  a f t e r  the e n t r y  o f  a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .  J

(b) A c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  b e f o r e  th e  e n t r y  o f  I

a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n ,  w i t h i n  10 days, b y  d e l i v e r i n g  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  to 

the p e r s o n  o b t a i n i n g  the c o n s e n t ,  or a f t e r  the 1 0 - d a y  p e r i o d ,  if t he  

court finds, a f t e r  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be h e a r d  is a f f o r d e d  to 

p e t i t i o n e r ,  the p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  the w i t h d r a w a l ,  a n d  the a g e n c y  p l a c i n g  

a c h i l d  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  t hat th e  w i t h d r a w a l  is i n  the best i n t e r e s t  of 

the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  a n d  the c o u r t  o r d e r s  the w i t h d r a w a l .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 8 0 .  P E T I T I O N  F O R  A D O P T I O N .  (a) T he  c a p t i o n  o f  a 

p e t i t i o n  f or  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be s t y l e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  "In the M a t t e r  of 

the A d o p t i o n  o f  T h e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  s h a l l  be ]
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d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h e  c a p t i o n  u n d e r  th e n a m e  by w h i c h  h e  is to be k n o w n  if 

t h e  p e t i t i o n  is g r a n t e d .  I f  t h e  c h i l d  is p l a c e d  f o r  a d o p t i o n  by an 

a g e n c y ,  an y  n a m e  by w h i c h  t h e  c h i l d  was p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n  ma y not be 

d i s c l o s e d  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  o r  i n  th e d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .

(b) A p e t i t i o n  fo r  a d o p t i o n  s h a l l  be s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by the

p e t i t i o n e r ,  f i l e d  w i t h  the c l e r k  o f  th e  court, a n d  s t a t e

(1 ) t h e  da t e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  o f  the  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,

i f  kno w n ;

(2 ) t h e  n a m e  to b e  u s e d  fo r  th e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ;

(3 ) t h e  d a t e  o f  p l a c e m e n t  o f  the m i n o r  a n d  th e  n a m e  of the

p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  t h e  m i n o r ;

(4) t h e  f u l l  n a m e ,  a ge, p l a c e  a n d  d u r a t i o n  of r e s i d e n c e  of 

t h e  p e t i t i o n e r ;

(5 ) t h e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  the date 

a n d  p l a c e  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  if m a r r i e d ;

(6 ) t h a t  the p e t i t i o n e r  h a s  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d­

in g  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  a h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d  s u b s i d y  a g r e e m e n t ,  s u i t a bl e

to p r o v i d e  for t h e  n u r t u r e  a n d  c a r e  of the m i n o r  to be a d o p t e d ,  an d  that 

it is t h e  d e s i r e  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r  to establish' t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  w i t h  th e  p e r s o n  to be a d opted;

(7 ) a d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  e s t i m a t e  of v a l u e  o f  a n y  p r o p e r t y  of |

the p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d ;  a n d

(8 ) t h e  n a m e  of a n y  p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d ,  but  w h o  h a s  no t  c o n s e n t e d ,  and  f acts or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  

e x c u s e  t h e  l a c k  o f  hi s  c o n s e n t  n o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e d  to t h e  a d o p t i o n .

(c) A c e r t i f i e d  copy of t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 

th e  b i r t h  r e c o r d  of t he  p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d ,  If a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  the 

r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s ,  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s ,  an d  t e r m i n a t i o n  o r d e r s  s h a l l  be 

f i l e d  w i t h  th e  clerk.

-5- S C S H B  70 am S
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See. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 9 0.  R E P O R T  OF P E T I T I O N E R ' S  E X P E N D I T U R E S .  (a) E x c e p t  

as s p e c i f i e d  i n  (b) of this s ec tion, the p e t i t i o n e r  in any  p r o c e e d i n g  

for the a d o p t i o n  of a m i n o r  s h a l l  f i l e , b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is h e a r d ,  

a f u l l  a c c o u n t i n g  r e p o r t  in a m a n n e r  a c c e p t a b l e  to the  c ourt of all 

d i s b u r s e m e n t s  of a n y t h i n g  of v a l u e  m a d e  or a g r e e d  to be m a d e  by or on 

b e h a l f  of the p e t i t i o n e r  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the a d o p t i o n .  T h e  r e p o r t  

s h a l l  s h o w  an y  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h

(1) the b i r t h  o f  th e  m i n o r ;

(2) p l a c e m e n t  of th e  m i n o r  w i t h  p e t i t i o n e r ;

(3) m e d i c a l  or h o s p i t a l  c a r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  th e m o t h e r  or by 

the m i n o r  d u r i n g  th e  m o t h e r ' s  p r e n a t a l  care  a n d  c o n f i n e m e n t ; an d

(4) s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  to th e  a d o p t i o n  or to the p l a c e m e n t  

o f  the m i n o r  fo r  a d o p t i o n  w h i c h  w er e  r e c e i v e d  b y  or on  b e h a l f  of the 

p e t i t i o n e r ,  e i t h e r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  of the m i n o r ,  or a n y  o t h e r  pers o n .

(b) T h i s  s e c t i o n  does no t  a p p l y  to an a d o p t i o n  by a s t e p - p a r e n t  

w h o s e  s p o u s e  is a n a t u r a l  or a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  of the c h i l d .

( c ) A n y  r e p o r t  m a d e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m u s t  be s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i­

fie d  by  the p e t i t i o n e r .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5. 1 0 0 .  N O T I C E  OF P E T I T I O N ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  A N D  H E A R I N G .

(a) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  a m i n o r , t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l

fix a t i m e  an d p l a c e  for h e a r i n g  the p e t i t i o n . At l e a s t  20 day s  b e f o r e

the d a t e  o f  h e a r i n g ,  n o t i c e  of the f i l i n g  of the p e t i t i o n  a n d  of the 

t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  of h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be g i v e n  by the p e t i t i o n e r  to (1) the 

d e p a r t m e n t ;  (2) any a g e n c y  or p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  to t h e  a d o p t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d  b y  t his c h a p t e r ,  but w h o  ha s not c o n s e n t e d ;  a n d  (3) a p e r s o n  

w h o s e  c o n s e n t  is d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  u p o n  a n y g r o u n d  m e n t i o n e d  in s e c . 50-

(a)(1), (2), (3), (6), (7), (8) an d  (9) o f  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  but w h o  has 

not co n s e n t e d .  The  n o t i c e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be a c c o m p a n i e d  by 

a cop y  of t h e  p e t i t i o n .
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(b) N o t i c e  to p e r s o n s  s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 50 s h a l l  I n c l u d e  a 

s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  u n d e r  w h i c h  c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is not 

r e q u i r e d .  N o t i c e  g i v e n  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be a d e q u a t e  to g i v e  

a c t u a l  n o t i c e  o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

l a n g u a g e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  are k n o w n  o r  r e a s o n a b l y  a s c e r t a i n a b l e  by 

t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  or th e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  n o t i c e  o f  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  

a l l  n a m e s  by w h i c h  th e  m i n o r  has b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  s h a l l  s t a t e  in 

s u m m a r y  f o r m  th e  e f f e c t  o f  a d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n .  N o t i c e  s h a l l  be g i v e n  

i n  t h e  m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r  r u l e s  of c i v i l  p r o c e d u r e  for the  s e r v i c e  

o f  p r o c e s s  i n  a c i v i l  a c t i o n  in t h i s  s t a t e  or i n  an y  m a n n e r  th e  c o u r t

b y  o r d e r  d i r e c t s .  N o t i c e  b y  p u b l i c a t i o n  m a y  n o t  be given. P r o o f  of 

t h e  g i v i n g  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  th e  c o u r t  b e f o r e  the 

p e t i t i o n  is h e a r d ,  s u b j e c t  to the t i m e  l i m i t a t i o n  in sec. 1 0 0 (c) of 

t h i s  c ha p t e r .

(c) A r e a s o n a b l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  

o r  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  to a s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  in  (a) of this 

s e c t i o n  a r e  l o c a t e d  a n d  g i v e n  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a d o p t i o n .  The 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  so t ha t  t h e -r i g h t s  of  a l l  p a r t i e s  

a r e  p r o t e c t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  to the r i g h t  to p r i v a c y  and 

t h e  r i g h t  to b e  n o t i f i e d .  A n  a f f i d a v i t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  if a l l  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  in (a) of this 

s e c t i o n  a r e  n o t  l o c a te d .

(d) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (e) a n d  (g) o f  t his s e c t i o n ,  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  o r  an y  o t h e r  q u a l i f i e d  

a g e n c y  or p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  c o u r t  to i n q u i r e  i n t o  the c o n d i t i o n s  

a n d  a n t e c e d e n t s  o f  a m i n o r  s o u g h t  to b e  a d o p t e d  a n d  of t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  

f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  a d o p t i v e  h o m e  is a s u i t a b l e  

h o m e  f o r  t h e  m i n o r  a n d  w h e t h e r  the p r o p o s e d  a d o p t i o n  is in the bes t  

i n t e r e s t  o f  the m i n o r .
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(e) A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  the 

court by th e i n v e s t i g a t o r  b e f o r e  the p e t i t i o n  is h e a r d  so l o n g  as the J

r e p o r t  is f i l e d  w i t h i n  30 day s  of the d e s i g n a t i o n  by the c o u r t  of  the «

d e p a r t m e n t a a g e n c y  or p e r s o n  to m a k e  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,

(f) T h e  r e p o r t  of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  an e v a l u a t i o n  

of the p l a c e m e n t  w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  as to the g r a n t i n g  of the p e t i­

tion for a d o p t i o n  a n d  any o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  the c o u r t  r e q u i r e s  r e g a r d i n g  

the p e t i t i o n e r  or the minor,

(g) U n l e s s  d i r e c t e d  by the court, an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t  is 

no t  r e q u i r e d  in c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  a n  a g e n c y  is a p a r t y  or j o i n s  in the 

p e t i t i o n  f o r  adoption., a s t e p - p a r e n t  is the p e t i t i o n e r s  the p e r s o n  to 

be a d o p t e d  is w i t h i n  the f o u r t h  d e g r e e  o f  l i n e a l  or c o l l a t e r a l  c o n­

sa n g u i n i t y  to the p e t i t i o n e r s  or the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  is a n  adu l t .  [ 

In o t h e r  ca s e s,  the c ourt m a y  w a i v e  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n l y  if it a p p e a r s  

t hat w a i v e r  is in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  m i n o r  a n d  tha t  the a d o p t i v e  

h o m e  a n d  the m i n o r  are s u i t e d  to e a c h  other. Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  w h i c h  is 

r e q u i r e d  to c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  m a y  gi v e  c o n s e n t  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

(h) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  or the a g e n c y  or p e r s o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  by the 

c ourt to m a k e  the r e q u i r e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  

or a g e n c i e s  w i t h i n  or o u t s i d e  of t his s t a t e  to m a k e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 

d e s i g n a t e d  p o r t i o n s  of the i n q u i r y  as m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  to m a k e

a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  as a s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e p o r t  to the c ou r t  a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  

s i m i l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  an d  r e p o r t s  o n  b e h a l f  of o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  or 

p e r s o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  by the co ur t s  of  thi s s t a t e  o r  a n o t h e r  state.

(i) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  a n  a d u l t  the c o u r t

b y  o r d e r  s h a l l  d i r e c t  tha t  a cop y  o f  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  a n o t i c e  o f  the 

t ime a n d  p l a c e  of the h e a r i n g  be g i v e n  to an y  p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  to 

the a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d ,  b u t  w h o  h a s  n o t c o n s e n t e d .  The c o u r t  may  
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o r d e r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to a s s i s t  it in d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  

the a d o p t i o n  is i n  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the p e r s o n s  i n v o lv e d .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 1 0 .  R E Q U I R E D  R E S I D E N C E  O F  M I N O R .  A f i n a l  d e c r e e  of 

a d o p t i o n  m a y  n o t  be i s s u e d  u n t i l  th e  m i n o r  to b e  a d o p t e d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  

a s t e p c h i l d  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  h a s  l i v e d  i n  the a d o p t i v e  h o m e  a n d  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  or a n y  o t h e r  q u a l i f i e d  a g e n c y  o r  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the 

c o u r t  h a s  h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  to o b s e r v e  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e  the a d o p t i v e  

h o m e .  T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  or i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  in p r o c e e d i n g s  

w h e r e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is no t  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 10 0( e )  a n d  (g) o f  

t his c h a p t e r .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 2 0 .  H E A R I N G .  (a) T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r  

a n d  the p e r s o n  t o  be a d o p t e d  is no t  r e q u i r e d  at th e  h e a r i n g  on the 

p e t i t i o n  u n l e s s  o r d e r e d  b y  the court.

(b) T h e  c o u r t  m a y  c o n t i n u e  t h e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  t i m e  to t ime to 

p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  an y  

f a c t s  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  the p e t i t i o n .

(c) If at the c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e h e a r i n g  the c o ur t  d e t e r m i n e s  that

the r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  o r  e x c u s e d  a n d  tha t  the

a d o p t i o n  is i n  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  the  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  it m a y  

i s s u e  a f i n a l  d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n .

(d) If t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  a d e c r e e  u n d e r  (c) of t his s e c t i o n

h a v e  n ot  b e e n  m e t ,  the c o u r t  s h a l l  d i s m i s s  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n e ,

i n  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the m i n o r ,  the  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  the p e t i t i o n e r  

to h a v e  c u s t o d y  o f  the m in o r .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 3 0 .  E F F E C T  OF A D O P T I O N  D E C R E E .  (a) A f i n a l  d e c r e e  

o f  a d o p t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i s s u e d  by a c o u r t  of t his s t a t e  or o f  any o t h e r  

s t a t e,  ha s  th e f o l l o w i n g  e f f e c t  as to m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o r  b e f o r e  a c o u r t  o f  t h i s  state:

(1) e x c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a s p o u s e  of the p e t i t i o n e r  a n d
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r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  s p o u s e ,  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  a d o p te d  

p e r s o n  o f  a l l  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  t e r m i n a t e  

a l l  l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  t h e  a d o p te d  p e r s o n  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i v e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h i s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  a d o p te d  p e r s o n  t h e r e a f t e r  

i s  a s t r a n g e r  t o  h i s  f o r m e r  r e l a t i v e s  f o r  a i l  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d i n g  

i n h e r i t a n c e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  d e c r e e  o f  a d o p t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  

o r  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t io n  i s  d e c r e e d ,  w h ic h  d o  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  

p e r s o n  b y  nam e o r  b y  som e d e s i g n a t i o n  n o t  b a s e d  o n  a  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

o r  b lo o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  a n d

( 2 )  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  b e tw e e n  

p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  t h e  a d o p te d  p e r s o n ,  a s  i f  t h e  a d o p te d  p e r s o n  w e re  a 

l e g i t i m a t e  b lo o d  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d ­

i n g  i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  s t a t u t e s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  i n s t r u ­

m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t io n  i s  d e c r e e d ,  w h ic h  

d o  n o t  e x p r e s s l y  e x c lu d e  a n  a d o p te d  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  o r  

e f f e c t .

( b )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  i f  a 

p a r e n t  o f  a c h i l d  d ie s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

h a v in g  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  t e r m i n a t e d  a n d  a  s p o u s e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  p a r e n t  

t h e r e a f t e r  a d o p t s  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  c h i l d ' s  r i g h t  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  f r o m  o r  

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p a r e n t  i s  u n a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  a d o p t i o n .

S e c . 2 0 . 1 5 - 1 4 0 .  A P P E A L  AND V A L ID A T IO N  OP A D O P T IO N  D E C R E E . ( a )

A n  a p p e a l  f r o m  a n y  f i n a l  o r d e r  o r  d e c r e e  r e n d e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

m ay b e  t a k e n  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  a n d  t im e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a p p e a l  f r o m  a  ju d g m e n t  

i n  a c i v i l  a c t i o n .

( b )  S u b je c t  t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  a p p e a l ,  u p o n  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  

o f  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  a n  a d o p t io n  d e c r e e  i s  i s s u e d ,  t h e  d e c r e e  m ay n o t  b e  
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q u e s t i o n e d  b y  a n y  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  in a n y  m a n n e r  u p o n  

a n y  gr o u n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r a u d ,  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  f a i l u r e  to g i v e  any 

r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e ,  or l a c k  o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of th e  p a r t i e s  or o f  the 

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  u n l e s s ,  i n  th e  ca s e  of th e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a m i n o r  the 

p e t i t i o n e r  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  c u s t o d y  of th e m i n o r ,  or, in the c a s e  of the 

a d o p t i o n  o f  a n  a d u l t ,  th e  a d u l t  h a d  n o  k n o w l e d g e  of  the d e c r e e  w i t h i n  

t h e  o n e - y e a r  p e r i o d .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 5 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  N A T U R E  O F  H E A R I N G S  A N D  R E C O R D S  IN 

A D O P T I O N  P R O C E E D I N G S .  (a) A l l  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  in p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be h e l d  i n  c l o s e d  c o u r t  w i t h o u t  a d m i t t a n c e  of a n y  p e r s o n  

o t h e r  t h a n  e s s e n t i a l  o f f i c e r s  of t he  cou r t ,  the p a r t i e s ,  t h e i r  w i t n e s s e s ,  

c o u n s e l ,  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s e n t e d  to t h e  a d o p t i o n  but 

a r e  r e q u i r e d  to c o n s e n t ,  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of th e  a g e n c i e s  p r e s e n t  

to p e r f o r m  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .

(b) A l l  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  to th e a d o p t i o n  w h e t h e r  

p a r t  o f  the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of t h e  c o u r t  or o f  a f ile in the d e p a r t m e n t  

or  i n  a n  a g e n c y  a r e  s u b j e c t  to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  u p o n  c o n s e n t  of th e  c ourt 

a n d  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ;  or in e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s ,  o n l y  u p o n  an o r d e r  

of  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  shown.

(c) E x c e p t  as a u t h o r i z e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  th e  a d o p t e d  c h i l d  if 14 

o r  m o r e  y e a r s  o f  age, o r  b y  th e a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t ,  or  u p o n  o r d e r  of the 

c o u r t  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  ca se s ,  n o  p e r s o n  is r e q u i r e d  

to d i s c l o s e  th e  n a m e  o r  i d e n t i t y  of e i t h e r  a n  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or an 

a d o p t e d  child.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 6 0 .  R E C O G N I T I O N  OF F O R E I G N  D E C R E E  A F F E C T I N G  A D O PT I O N .

A d e c r e e  o f  c o u r t  t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  or 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b y  a d o p t i o n  i s s u e d  u n d e r  due  p r o c e s s  of 

l a w  by a c o u r t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  or o u t s i d e  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  s h a l l  be r e c o g n i z e d  in thi s  s t a te  a n d  th e  r i g h t s  a n d  o b l i g a t i o n s
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o f  the p a r t i e s  as to m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t his s t a t e  

s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  as t h o u g h  the d e c r e e  w e r e  i s s u e d  by a c o u r t  o f  

t hi s  state.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 = 1 7 0 .  B I R T H  C E R T I F I C A T E S .  W i t h i n  30 day s a f t e r  a n  

a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  b e c o m e s  fi n a l ,  the c l e r k  o f  the co u r t  shall, i f  r e­

qu e s t e d .  p r e p a r e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  in the n a m e  of 

the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  f o r w a r d  the a p p l i c a t i o n  to th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f f i c e  o f  the p l a c e ,  i f  k n o w n , w h e r e  the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  was  b o r n  a n d  f o r w a r d  a c opy of the d e c r e e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for 

s t a t i s t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 8 0 .  R E L I N Q U I S H M E N T  A N D  T E R M I N A T I O N  OF P A R E N T  A N D  

C H I L D  R E L A T I O N S H I P S .  (a) T h e  r i g h t s  of a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a 

child, i n c l u d i n g  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  th e  c h i l d  or to w i t h h o l d  

c o n s e n t  to a n  a d o p t i o n ,  m a y  be r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n d  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of

p a r e n t  an d  c h i l d  t e r m i n a t e d  in or b e f o r e  an a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  as

p r o v i d e d  in this section.

(b) A l l  r i g h t s  of a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a child, i n c l u d i n g  

th e  r i g h t  to r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  of a h e a r i n g  o n  a p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i o n ,

m a y  be r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n d  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  t e r m i n a t e d

by  a w r i t i n g ,  s i g n e d  by the p a r e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of the a g e  of the 

p a r e n t ,  a cop y  of w h i c h  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to the p a r e n t ,

(1) in t he  p r e s e n c e  of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a n  a g e n c y  t a k i n g  

c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  chi l d ,  w h e t h e r  the a g e n c y  is w i t h i n  or o u t s i d e  o f  the 

s t a t e  or i n  the p r e s e n c e  a n d  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  o f  a c o u rt  w i t h i n  or 

o u t s i d e  of  this s t a t e  in w h i c h  the m i n o r  wa s  p r e s e n t  or in w h i c h  the 

p a r e n t  r e s i d e d  at the t i m e  it wa s  s i g n ed ,  w h i c h  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  m a y  be

w i t h d r a w n  w i t h i n  10 days a f t e r  it is s i g n e d  or th e  c h i l d  is b o r n ,  

w h i c h e v e r  is later; a n d  th e  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  is i n v a l i d  u n l e s s  it s t a t e s  

tha t the p a r e n t  h a s  this r i g h t  o f  w i t h d r a w a l ; or 
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(2) i n  a n y  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  if th e  p e t i t i o n e r  has  h a d  c u s t o d y  

of the m i n o r  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  but o n l y  i f  n o t i c e  of the a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d­

i n g  has b e e n  g i v e n  to t he  p a r e n t  a n d  th e  c o u r t  finds, a f t e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  the r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  a n d  t h e  l o n g  c o n t i n u e d  c u s t o d y  

by th e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  t h a t  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e c h i l d  r e q u i r e s  the 

g r a n t i n g  o f  a d o p t i o n .

(c) T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  m a y  be t e r m i n a t e d  by a 

c o u r t  o r d e r  i s s u e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  or a p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  A S  47.10, o n  th e  g r o u n d s  s p e c i f i e d  in

A S  4 7 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( c ) ( 3 ) ,  o r  if, i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a p a r e n t  not h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  of 

a m i n o r ,  h i s  c o n s e n t  is (being u n r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h h e l d  c o n t r a r y  to the 

b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e mi n o r .

(d) F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  a d e c r e e  

t e r m i n a t i n g  a l l  r i g h t s  o f  a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a c h i l d  or the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  i s s u e d  by a c o u r t  of c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s­

d i c t i o n  in t h i s  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the c o n s e n t  to 

a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a p a r e n t  w h o s e  r i g h t s  or  p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a r e  t e r m i n a t e d  by th e d e c r e e  a n d  w i t h  a n y  r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e  

o f  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  as p r o v i d e d  in thi s  s ec t i o n .

(e) A p e t i t i o n  f o r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  

a n d  c h i l d  m a d e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  ma y  be m a d e  

by

(1) e i t h e r  p a r e n t  if t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  is 

s o u g h t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to th e  o t h e r  p a r e n t ;

(2) t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  th e  g u a r d i a n  of th e  p e r s o n , 

t h e  l e g a l  c u s t o d i a n  of  t h e  ch i l d,  or  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d i n g  in 

p a r e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to th e  child;

(3) a n  a g e n c y ;  or

(4) a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  a l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t  in the
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m a t t e r .

(f) B e f o r e  th e  p e t i t i o n  is he a r d ,  n o t i c e  of the h e a r i n g  o n  the 

p e t i t i o n  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be h e a r d  s h a l l  be g i v e n  the p a r e n t s  of the 

child, the g u a r d i a n  of th e  p e r s o n  of the child, the p e r s o n  h a v i n g  l e g a l

c u s t o d y  ot ttis c h i l d , stnd i n  ihs d i s c p s i i o n  of* the c o u P t 5 3. o s p s o h  !

a p p o i n t e d  to r e p r e s e n t  an y  party.

(g) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a 

r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  of p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a child, e x e c u t e d  u n d e

t h i s  s e c t i on ,  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  by the p a r e n t ,  a n d  a d e c r e e  of a c o u r t

t e r m i n a t i n g  the p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  m a y  he 

v a c a t e d  by the c o u r t  u p o n  m o t i o n  of t h e  p a r e n t ,  i f  the c h i l d  is no t  on 

p l a c e m e n t  for a d o p t i o n  a n d  the p e r s o n  h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  of the c h i l d  c o n­

sents in  w r i t i n g  to the w i t h d r a w a l  or v a c a t i o n  of the decree.

See. 2 0 . 15 . 1 9 0 .  A D O P T I O N  A S S I S T A N C E .  A h a n d i c a p p e d  m i n o r  i n  the 

p e r m a n e n t  c u s t o d y  of the d e p a r t m e n t  in a f o s t e r  h o m e  f o r  no t  less t h a n  

one y e a r  m a y  no t  be d e n i e d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for  a p e r m a n e n t  h o m e  if the 

a c h i e v e m e n t  of thi s  d e p e n d s  on c o n t i n u e d  s u b s i d y  by t h e state.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 0 0 .  I N V E S T I G A T I O N .  P e r s o n s  w h o  are c a r i n g  fo r  a 

h a n d i c a p p e d  m i n o r  o n  a f o s t e r  p a r e n t  b a s i s  a n d  w h o  h a v e  a p p l i e d  to a d o p t  

the m i n o r  a n d  to r e c e i v e  p a y m e n t s  f o r the car e  a n d  s u p p o r t  of th e  h a n d i­

ca p p e d  m i n o r  s h a l l  be e v a l u a t e d  as to t h e i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  as a d o p t i v e  

p a r e n t s  by m e a n s  of a n  a d o p t i v e  h o m e  study. T h i s  h o m e  s t u dy  s h a l l  be 

m a d e  by the c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a d o p t i o n  s t a f f  or o n  h i s  b e h a l f  by  an  a u t h­

or i z e d  a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a d o p t i o n  s e r v i c e s .

Sec. 20 . 1 5 . 2 1 Q .  A M O U N T  A N D  D U R A T I O N  OF S U B S I D Y  P A Y M E N T S .  T h e  

m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  a n d  the l e n g t h  of ti m e  for w h i c h  a s u b s i d y  fo r a h a n d i­

ca p p e d  c h i l d  is g r a n t e d  are left to the d i s c r e t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

a n d  m a y  v a r y  f r o m  a s m a l l  m o n t h l y  s u m to a n  a m o u n t  not e x c e e d i n g  the 

e x i s t i n g  ra t e  for f o s t e r  c a r e  u n t i l  the c h i l d  r e a c h e s  the age of m a j o r i t
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i f  the n e e d  c o n t i n u e s  to exist. S u b s i d i e s  s h a l l  be p a i d  fr o m  the same 

p u b l i c  f u n d s  a n d  in the  same m a n n e r  as f o s t e r  care p a y m e n t s .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 2 0 .  A N N U A L  R E E V A L U A T I O N .  A f t e r  a n  a d o p t i o n ,  w i t h  

s u b s i d y ,  is f i n a l ,  t h e  f a m i l y  is i n d e p e n d e n t  of th e  d e p a r t m e n t  ex c e p t  

f o r  a n  a n n u a l  e v a l u a t i o n  by the d e p a r t m e n t  of th e n e e d  fo r  c o n t i n u e d  

s u b s i d y  a n d  th e  a m o u n t  o f  the s u b s i d y .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 3 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  secs. 190 - 240 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 4 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t his c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " a d u l t "  m e a n s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  h a s  r e a c h e d  the a g e  of

m a j o r i t y ;

(2 ) " a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a n y  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d ,  l i c e n s e d ,  or o t h e r­

w i s e  s p e c i a l l y  e m p o w e r e d  by l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  m i n o r s  for 

a d o p t i o n ;

(3) " c h i l d "  m e a n s  a s o n  o r  d a u g h t e r ,  w h e t h e r  by  b i r t h  or 

b y  a d o p t i o n ;

(4) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

(5) " c o u r t "  m e a n s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  of t h i s  state, and, 

w h e n  th e  c o n t e x t  r e q u i r e s ,  th e  c o u r t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p o w e r e d  to 

g r a n t  p e t i t i o n s  f o r  a d o p t i o n ;

(6) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s ;

(7) " h a n d i c a p p e d "  s h a l l  m e a n  a s tate at the t i m e  of a d o p t i o n  

i n  w h i c h  the c h i l d  d i f f e r s  m a r k e d l y  f r o m  his or h e r  p e e r s  b e c a u s e  of

a p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  d e f ec t .

(8 ) " m i n o r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  has not r e a c h e d  the age of
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* Sec. 2. AS 2 0 . 1 0  is rep e a l e d .

maj o r i t y .
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