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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 5 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  Health.,Welfare & 
E d u c a t i o n ,  J u d i c i a r y  and 
F i n a n c e

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y . C H A N C E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. y q /||

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF. A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac \  r e l a t i n g  to th e  a d o p t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 20 Is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  1,5. A D O P T I O N .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 .  W H O  M A Y  B E  A D O P T E D .  An y p e r s o n  m a y  b e  adopted. 

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 2 0 .  W H O  M M  AD O P T.  The  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  m a y  adopt:

(1) a h u s b a n d  a n d  \fife t o g e t h e r  a l t h o u g h  on e  or b o t h  are

m i n o r s ;

(2) a n  u n m a r r i e d  a d m i t ;

(3) t h e  u n m a r r i e d  f a t h e r  or m o t h e r  o f  the p e r s o n  to be

a d o p t e d ;

(4) a m a r r i e d  p e r s o n  W i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  j o i n i n g  as a

p e t i t i o n e r ,  if th e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  is not h i s  s p o u s e ,  a n d  if

(A) t h e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  is a p a r e n t  of the p e r s o n  to be 

a d o p t e d  a n d  c o n s e n t s  to the a d o p t i o n ;

(B) . the p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  s p o u s e  are lega l l y  

s e p a r a t e d ;  or

(C) the f a i l u r e  o f  the o t h e r  s p o u s e  to j o i n  in the 

p e t i t i o n  o r  to c o n s e n t  to t h e  a d o p t i o n  is e x c u s e d  by the court 

by r e a s o n  o f  p r o l o n g e d  u n e x p l a i n e d  a b s e n c e ,  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,

. incapacity,, o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  w i t h -  

h o l d i n g  of conse n t .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 3 0 .  VE N UE .  (a) P r o c e e d i n g s  for a d o p t i o n  s hall be 

b r o u g h t  i n  the s u p e r i o r  c ourt for. the d i s t r i c t  in which,, at the time
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of f i l i n g  or g r a n t i n g  the petition,, the p e t i t i o n e r  or the p e r s o n  to be 

a d o p t e d  r e s i d e s  o r  is in m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  or in w h i c h  th e  a g e n c y  h a v i n g  

the care, c u s to d y ,  or c o n t r o l  o f  the m i n o r  is located.

(b) If the c ourt f inds in the i n t e r e s t  of s u b s t a n t i a l  .justice 

that th e  m a t t e r  s h o u l d  be h e a r d  in a n o t h e r  forum, th e  c ourt m a y  

'bx,8,nsf>6r>i slr-sty or* d i s m i s s  ill6 p!roc96din£x in ‘wh o i s  on in o3,r*i on s.ny 

c o n d i t i o n s  iliai 8.2?6 jusi.
Sec. 2 0 . 15 . 0 4 0 .  P E R S O N S  R E Q U I R E D  TO C O N S E N T  T O  A D O P T I O N .  (a) 

U n l e s s  c o n s e n t  is not r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 50 of t hi s  c h ap t e r ,  a p e t i t i o n  

to a d o p t  a m i n o r  m a y  be g r a n t e d  o n l y  if w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  to a p a r t i c u l a r  

a d o p t i o n  has b e e n  e x e c u t e d  by

(1) the m o t h e r  o f  t h e  m i n o r ;

(2) t h e  f a t h e r  of th e m i n o r ,  if the f a t h e r  was m a r r i e d  to 

th e  m o t h e r  at the t im e  the m i n o r  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  or at any t i m e  a f t e r  

c o n c e p t i o n ,  the m i n o r  is h i s  c h i l d  by a d o p t i o n ,  or he has o t h e r w i s e  

l e g i t i m a t e d  the  m i n o r  u n d e r  the laws of the state;

(3) a n y p e r s o n  l a w f u l l y  e n t i t l e d  to c u s t o d y  o f  the m i n o r  or 

e m p o w e r e d  to c o n sent;

(4) t h e court h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  c u s t o d y  of 

the m i n o r ,  if the l e g a l g u a r d i a n  or c u s t o d i a n  of the  p e r s o n  of the 

m i n o r  is not e m p o w e r e d  to c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n ;

(5) t h e mi n o r ,  if m o r e  t h a n  10 y e a r s  of age, u n l e s s  the 

court in the b e s t  i n t er e s t  of t h e  m i n o r  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  t h e  m i n o r ' s  

co n s e n t ;  and

(6) the sp o u se  o f  the  m i n o r  to be a d opted.

(b) A p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  an a dult m a y  be g r a n t e d  onl y  if w r i t t e n  

c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  has  b e e n  e x e c u t e d  by the a du l t  an d  t h e  ad u l t ' s  

s p o u s e .

Sec. 20.1 5 .0 5 0 .  P E R S O N S  AS T O  W H O M  C O N S E N T  A N D  N O T I C E  N O T  R E Q U I R E D

-2 -
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(a) C o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  is not r e q u i r e d  of

(1) a p a r e n t  w h o  has  d e s e r t e d  a c h i l d  w i t h o u t  a f f o r d i n g  means

o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  w h o  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  a child;

(2) a p a r e n t  of a c h i l d  in t h e  c u s t o d y  of a n o t h e r ,  if the

p a r e n t  fo r  a p e r i o d  of at l e a s t  one y e a r  h a s  f a i l e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

w i t h o u t  j u s t i f i a b l e  c a u s e

(A) to m e a n i n g f u l l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  the child, or

(B) to p r o v i d e  f o r  the car e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  c h i l d  

as r e q u i r e d  by l a w  or j u d i c i a l  d e c r e e ;

(3) the f a t h e r  o f  a m i n o r  if the f a t h e r’s c o n s e n t  is not

r e q u i r e d  b y  sec. -40(a) (2) o f  t h i s  c h a p t er ;

( )  a p a r e n t  w h o  ha s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  his r i g h t  to c o n s e n t  u n d e r  

sec. 180 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(5) a p a r e n t  w h o s e  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  h a v e  b e e n  t e r m i n a t e d  by

o r d e r  of t h e  c o u r t  u n d e r  sec. 180 of th i s  c ha p t e r ;

(6) a p a r e n t  j u d i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  i n c o m p e t e n t  or m e n t a l l y  

d e f e c t i v e  i f  th e  c o u r t  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the p a r e n t ' s  c o nsent;

(7) an y  p a r e n t  o f  th e  p e r s o n  to be a d op t e d ,  if the p e r s o n  

is 18 or m o r e  y e a r s  of age a n d  t h e  c o ur t  d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the c o n s e n t  of 

the p a r e n t ;

(8) an y  l e g a l  g u a r d i a n  or c u s t o d i a n  of th e  p e r s o n  to be 

a d o p t e d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a p a r e n t ,  w h o  has f a i l e d  to r e s p o n d  in w r i t i n g  to

a r e q u e s t  f o r  c o n s e n t  for a p e r i o d  of 60 d ays or who, a f t e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

of hi s  w r i t t e n  r e a s o n s  for w i t h h o l d i n g  co n s e n t ,  is f o u n d  by the court 

to be w i t h h o l d i n g  hi s  c o n s e n t  u n r e a s o n a b l y ;  or

(9) the s p o u s e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  if the f a i l u r e  

of t h e  s p o u s e  to c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is e x c u s e d  by the c ourt by 

r e a s o n  of p r o l o n g e d  u n e x p l a i n e d  a b s e n c e ,  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  i n c a p a c i t y ,  

or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  an u n r e a s o n a b l e  w i t h h o l d i n g  of consent.

- 3 -  HB 70
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(b) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in s e c . 100 of t h i s  c h a p t e r , n o t i c e  of 

a h e a r i n g  o n  a p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i o n  n e e d  n o t  be g i v e n  to a p e r s o n  

w h o s e  c o n s e n t  is not r e q u i r e d  or to a p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  or r e l i n q u i s h  - 

me n t  ha s  b e e n  f i l e d  w i t h  the pet i t i on .

Sec. 20.15 . 0 60 .  H O W  C O N S E N T  IS E X E C U T E D . (a) Th e  r e q u i r e d  c on-

4- ^  ~  .43 ~  4  _  ~  "1 1  t - , —  i .  ________ . . . .  JL- 4  ™  -C'J J- 1_______ 1_ J >  i _  _  _r» j l ,  1__
o 'cv iiu  t/'w' a u u ^ u i u u  iDXici.i.j.  u c  c a c o u I 'C U  cx‘w- d i i ,y  u -liuc? cxx t e r  u x ic  u .i . i . 'L ’i i  'w'J. i/ i ic

c h i l d  in the p r e s e n c e  of the court or in t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a p e r s o n

a u t h o r i z e d  to t a k e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s .

(b) A c o n s e n t  w h i c h  d o e s  not n a m e  or o t h e r w i s e  i d e n t i f y  the 

a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t  is v a l i d  if t h e  c o n s e nt  is e x e c u t e d  i n  the p r e s e n c e  of 

the court or a p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  to t a k e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  an d  c o n t a i n s  

a s t a t e m e n t  b y  the p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e nt  it is that the p e r s o n  c o n s e n t­

ing v o l u n t a r i l y  e x e c u t e d  the c o n s en t  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of d i s c l o s u r e  of the 

nam e  or o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the a d o p t i n g  p a r e n t . I

Sec. 20.15 . 0 7 0 .  W I T H D R A W A L  OF CONSENT. (a) A c o n s e n t  to adoptionj 

m a y  not be w i t h d r a w n  a f t e r  t h e  en t r y  of a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n .

(b) A c o n s e n t  to a d o p t i o n  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t r y  of 

a d e c r e e  of a d o p t i o n  if the court f i n d s , a f t e r  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  

to be h e a r d  is a f f o r d e d  to p e t i t i o n e r ,  t h e  p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  th e  w i t h­

dr a w a l  , and the a g e n c y  p l a c i n g  a c h i l d  fo r  a d o p t i o n ,  that th e  w i t h­

dr a w a l  is in the best i n t e r e s t  of the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  a n d  the 

court o r d e r s  the w i t h d r a w a l .

S e c . 2 0 . 1 5 . 08 0 .  P E T I T I O N  F O R  ADO P T I O N . (a) Th e c a p t i o n  of a 

p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i o n  s hall be s t y l e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  "I n  the M a t t e r  of 

the A d o p t i o n  of Th e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d  s h a l l be d e s i g­

na t e d  in the c a p t i o n  u n d e r  th e  nam e  by w h i c h  he is to be k n o w n  if the 

p e t i t i o n  is g r anted. If the c h i l d  is p l a c e d  for a d o p t i o n  by an agen c y ,  

any n a m e  by w h i c h  the c h i l d  was p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n  m a y  not be d i s c l o s e d  

in the p e t i t i o n ,  the n o t i c e  of h e a r i n g,  or in t h e  d e c r e e  of ad o p ti o n .

HB 70 -4-
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(b) A p e t i t i o n  f or  a d o p t i o n  s hall b e  s i g n e d  a n d  v e r i f i e d  by  the

p e t i t i o n e r ,  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c l e r k  o f  the court, a n d  s tate

(1) t h e  d a t e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  of t h e  p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d *

if kno w n ;

(2) t h e  n a m e  to be u s e d  for t h e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ;

(3) t h e  d a t e  of p l a c e m e n t  of th e  m i n o r  a n d  th e  n a m e  of the

p e r s o n  p l a c i n g  t h e  m i n o r ;

(4) the f u l l  name, age, p l a c e  a n d  d u r a t i o n  of r e s i d e n c e  of 

t h e  p e t i t i o n e r ;

(5) t h e  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  the d ate 

a n d  p l a c e  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  if m a r r i e d ;

(6) t hat t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  has f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d­

in g  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  a s u b s i d y  a g r e e m e n t ,  s u i t a b l e  to p r o v i d e

f o r  th e  n u r t u r e  a n d  c a r e  of the  m i n o r  t o  be a d o p t e d ,  a n d  that it is 

the d e s i r e  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  to e s t a b l i s h  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p ar e n t  

a n d  c h i l d  w i t h  the p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ;

(7) a d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  e s t i m a t e  of v a l u e  of any p r o p e r t y  of 

t h e  p e r s o n  to b e  a d o p t e d ;  and

(8) th e  n a m e  of an y  p e r s o n  w h o s e  c o n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d ,  but w h o  h a s  not c o n s e n t e d ,  a n d  f a c t s  or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  

e x c u s e  t h e  l a c k  o f  h i s  c o n s e n t  n o r m a l l y  r e q u i r e d  to the ado p t i on .

(c) A c e r t i f i e d  cop y  of th e b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  or v e r i f i c a t i o n

of t h e  b i r t h  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  the 

r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s  a n d  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t s  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  th e  clerk.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 0 9 0 .  R E P O R T  O F  P E T I T I O N E R ' S  E X P E N D I T U R E S .  (a) E x c e p t  

as s p e c i f i e d  in (b) of t his s e c t i o n ,  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  in any p r o c e e d i n g  

f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  a m i n o r  s h a l l  f i l e , b e f o r e  th e  p e t i t i o n  is he a r d ,  

a f u l l  a c c o u n t i n g  r e p o r t  in a m a n n e r  a c c e p t a b l e  to the court of all

d i s b u r s e m e n t s  o f  a n y t h i n g  of v a l u e  m a d e  or a g r e e d  to be m a d e  by or on I

_ 5 _  HB 70
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b e h a l f  of t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e a d o p t i o n .  T h e  r e p o r t  

s h a l l  sh o w  an y  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h

(1) th e  b i r t h  of t h e  m i n o r ;

(2) p l a c e m e n t  o f  the m i n o r  w i t h  p e t i t i o n e r ;

(3) m e d i c a l  o r  h o s p i t a l  car e  r e c e i v e d  b y  the m o t h e r  or by 

the m i n o r  d u r i n g  the m o t h e r ' s  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  a n d  c o n f i n e m e n t ; and

(4) s e r v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  to th e  a d o p t i o n  or to the p l a c e m e n t  

of t h e  m i n o r  fo r  a d o p t i o n  w h i c h  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by or o n  b e h a l f  of  th e  

p e t i t i o n e r ,  e i t h e r  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t  of th e  m i n o r ,  or any o t h e r  pers o n .

(b) T h i s  s e c t i o n  doe s  not a p p l y  to a n  a d o p t i o n  by a s t e p - p a r e n t  

w h o s e  s p o u s e  is a n a t u r a l  or a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  of th e  c h i l d .

(c) A n y  r e p o r t  m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  be s i g n e d  a n d v e r i­

fied by the p e t i t i o n e r .

Sec. 2 0 . 15 . 1 0 0 .  N O T I C E  O F  P E T I T I O N ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N  A N D  H E A R I N G .

(a) A f t e r  the f i l i n g  of a p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  a m i n o r ,  th e  c o u r t  s h a l l

fix a t ime a n d  p l a c e  for h e a r i n g  th e  p e t i t i o n .  At least 20 d ays b e f o r e

the d a t e  of h e a r i n g ,  n o t i c e  of t h e  f i l i n g  of the p e t i t i o n  a n d  of the 

tim e a n d  p l a c e  of h e a r i n g  s h a l l be g i v e n  b y  the p e t i t i o n e r  to (1) the 

d e p a r t m e n t ; (2) any a g e n c y  or p e r s o n  w h o s e  co n s e n t  to the a d o p t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  c h a p t e r  but w h o  h a s  no t  c o n s e n t e d ;  a n d  (3) a p e r s o n  

w h o s e  c o n s e n t  is d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  u p o n  an y  g r o u n d  m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e c . 50-

(a)(1), (2), (6), (8) a n d  (9) of thi s  c h a p t e r  but w h o  has n o t  c o n s e n t e d . 

Th e  n o t i c e  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a c o p y  of the 

pet it i o n .

(b) An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a ll  be m a d e  by the d e p a r t m e n t  o r  any o t h e r  

q u a l i f i e d  a g e n c y  or p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c ourt to i n q u i r e  i n t o  the 

c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  a n t e c e d e n t s  of a m i n o r  s o u g h t  to be a d o p t e d  a n d  of the 

p e t i t i o n e r  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e t h e r  th e a d o p t i v e  h o m e  

is a s u i t a b l e  h o m e  for the  m i n o r  an d  w h e t h e r  the p r o p o s e d  a d o p t i o n  is 
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in t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of th e  m in o r .

(c) A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  the 

c o u r t  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  b e f o r e  t h e  p e t i t i o n  is heard. The  r e p o r t  

s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  b y  th e court of the 

d e p a r t m e n t s a g e n c y  o r  p e r s o n  to m a k e  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

(d) T h e  r e p o r t  o f  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  

of t h e  p l a c e m e n t  w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  as to th e g r a n t i n g  o f  the p e t i­

t i o n  for a d o p t i o n  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  the c ou r t  r e q u i r e s  reg a r d in g  

t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  or t h e  m i n o r .

(e) U n l e s s  d i r e c t e d  b y  the court, a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t  is 

not r e q u i r e d  in c a s e s  in w h i c h  an a g e n c y  is a p a r t y  or j o i n s  in the

p e t i t i o n  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  a s t e p - p a r e n t  is th e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  o r  th e p e r s o n

to be a d o p t e d  is a n  adult. In o t h e r  cases, the c ourt m a y  w a i v e  t h e  I

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o n l y  if it a p p e a r s  tha t  w a i v e r  is i n  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  

of t he  m i n o r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  a d o p t i v e  h ome a n d  the m i n o r  are s u i t e d  to 

e a c h  other. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  to c o n s e n t  to th e  adoptior 

m a y  g i v e  c o n s e n t  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

(f) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  or th e  a g e n c y  or p e r s o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the

c o u r t  to m a k e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  r e q u e s t  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  

or a g e n c i e s  w i t h i n  or w i t h o u t  t h i s  s t a t e to m a k e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of 

d e s i g n a t e d  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  i n q u i r y  as m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e  an d  to m a k e

a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  as a s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e p o r t  to the c ourt a n d  s hall m a k e  J

s i m i l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  r e p o r t s  on b e h a l f  of o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  or 

p e r s o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  by th e  c o u r t s  of th i s  state or a n o t h e r  state.

(g) A f t e r  th e  f i l i n g  o f  a p e t i t i o n  to a d o p t  an a d u lt  the court 

by o r d e r  s h a l l  d i r e c t  t h a t  a cop y  of th e  p e t i t i o n  an d  a n o t i c e  of the

t i m e  an d  p l a c e  of t h e  h e a r i n g  be g i v e n  to any p e r s o n  w h o s e  cons e nt  

to the a d o p t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  but w h o  has not co n s e n t e d .  Th e  c ourt J

m a y  o r d e r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to a s s i s t  it in d e t e r m i n i n g  I
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w h e t h e r  the a d o p t i o n  is in the b est i n t e r e s t  of the p e r s o n s  inv o l v e d.

(h) N o t i c e  s h a l l be g i v e n  in t he  m a n n e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  u n d e r  r u l e s

of c i vi l  p r o c e d u r e  for t h e  s e r v i ce  of p r o c e s s  in a c i v i l  a c t i o n  in

this s t a t e  or in a n y m a n n e r  th e  c ourt b y  o r d e r  d i re c t s .  P r o o f  of the 

g i v i n g  of the n o t i c e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c ou r t  b e f o r e  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

is h e a r d .

Sec s 20 s i 5•110« R E Q U I R E D  R E S I D E N C E 0F m t N0Pw  a f i n a l  d e c r e e  of | 

a d o p t i o n  m a y  not be i s s u e d  u n t i l  t h e  m i n o r  to be a d o p t e d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  

a s t e p c h i l d  of the p e t i t i o n e r ,  has l i v e d  in the a d o p t i v e  h o m e  a n d  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  or court has h a d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  to o b s e r v e  or i n v e s t i g a t e  

the a d o p t i v e  home.

Sec. 20.15 * 1 2 0 . H E A R I N G .  (a) T h e  p e t i t i o n e r  an d th e  p e r s o n  to 

be a d o p t e d  s hall a p p e a r  at th e  h e a r i n g  on th e  p e t i t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the 

p r e s e n c e  of e i t h e r  is e x c u s e d  by the c ourt for g o o d  c a u s e  shown.

(b) The court m a y  c o n t i n u e  the h e a r i n g  f r o m  t i m e  to t i m e  to 

p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  or c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of any 

facts or c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a f f e c t i n g  th e  g r a n t i n g  of the p e t i ti o n .

(c) If at the c o n c l u s i o n  of th e  h e a r i n g  t h e  court d e t e r m i n e s  that

th e  r e q u i r e d  c o n s e n t s  h av e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  or e x c u s e d  and that the a d o p­

ti o n  is in the b est i n t e r e s t  of th e  p e r s o n  to be a d o p t e d ,  it m a y  i s s u e

a f i n a l  d e c r e e  of ado p t i on .

(d) If the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a d e c r e e  u n d e r  (c) o f  thi s  s e c t i o n

have not b e e n  met, the court shall d i s m i s s  the p e t i t i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n e

the p e r s o n  to h a v e  c u s t o d y  of the m i n o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  the p e t i t i o n e r s  if 

in the best i n t e r e s t  o f  the minor.

Sec. 20 .15.130. E F F E C T  OF A D O P T I O N  DECREE. (a) A f i n a l  d e c r e e

of a d o p t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i s s u e d  by a c o u r t  of this  s tate or of any o t h e r  

state, ha s  the f o l l o w i n g  ef f e c t  as to m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n

or b e f o r e  a c ourt of thi s  s t a t e :
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(1) e x c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a s p o u s e  of t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  and 

r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  s p o u s e , to r e l i e v e  th e  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  of the 

a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  of a l l  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , a n d  to 

t e r m i n a t e  a l l l e g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  his 

r e l a t i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  his n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s ,  so t hat the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  

t h e r e a f t e r  is a s t r a n g e r  to h i s  f o r m e r  r e l a t i v e s  for al l  p u r p o s e s  

i n c l u d i n g  i n h e r i t a n c e  an d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or c o n s t r u c t i o n  of d o c u­

me n t s ,  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or a f t e r  

t h e  a d o p t i o n  is d e c r e e d ,  w h i c h  d o  not e x p r e s s l y  i n c l u d e  the p e r s o n  by 

n a m e  or b y  s ome d e s i g n a t i o n  no t  b a s e d  o n  a p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  or b l o o d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  and

(2) to c r e a t e  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  

p e t i t i o n e r  a n d  th e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n ,  as if the a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  w e r e  a 

l e g i t i m a t e  b l o o d  d e s c e n d a n t  of th e p e t i t i o n e r ,  fo r  a l l  p u r p o s e s  i n c l u d­

ing  i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of s t a t u t e s ,  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  

w h e t h e r  e x e c u t e d  b e f o r e  or a f t e r  the a d o p t i o n  is d e c r e e d ,  w h i c h  do not 

e x p r e s s l y  e x c l u d e  a n  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  or effect.

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a) of th i s  s e c t i o n ,  if a

p a r e n t  of a c h i l d  d i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  a n d  c h i ld

h a v i n g  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  t e r m i n a t e d  an d  a s p o u s e  of the l i v i n g  p a r e n t  

t h e r e a f t e r  a d o p t s  t h e  child, th e  c h i l d 's r i g h t  of i n h e r i t a n c e  f r o m  or 

t h r o u g h  t h e  d e c e a s e d  p a r e n t  is u n a f f e c t e d  by the a d o p ti o n .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 4 0 .  A P P E A L  A N D  V A L I D A T I O N  OF A D O P T I O N  DECREE. (a)

An a p p e a l  f r o m  a n y  f i n a l  o r d e r  or d e c r e e  r e n d e r e d  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  

m a y  b e  t a k e n  in the m a n n e r  a n d  t i m e  p r o v i d e d  for a p p e a l  f r o m  a j u d g m e n t  

in a c i v i l  action.

(b) S u b j e c t  t o  the d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  a p p e al ,  u p o n  the e x p i r a t i o n

of  o ne  y e a r  a f t e r  a n  a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  is i s s u e d  th e  d e c r e e  m a y  not be

q u e s t i o n e d  by an y  p e r s o n  i n c l u d i n g  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  in a n y  m a n n e r  upo n  |
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a n y  g r o u n d , i n c l u d i n g  fraud, m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  f a i l u r e  to g i v e  any 

r e q u i r e d  n o t ic e ,  or l a c k  of j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t i e s  or of th e  

s u b j e ct  m a t t e r ,  u n l e s s ,  in th e  case of the  a d o p t i o n  of a m i n o r  the 

p e t i t i o n e r  has not t a k e n  c u s t o d y  of th e  m i n o r ,  or, in t h e  case of the 

a d o p t i o n  of a n  adult, th e  a d u lt  h a d  no k n o w l e d g e  of th e  d e c r e e  w i t h i n  

tliO o n e - y e a r  periods

Sec. 20.15 . 1 5 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L  N A T U R E  OF H E A R I N G S  A N D  R E C O R D S  IN 

A D O P T I O N  P R O C E E D I N G S .  (a) A l l  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  in p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be h e l d  in c l o s e d  court w i t h o u t  a d m i t t a n c e  of any p e r s o n  

o t h e r  t h a n  e s s e n t i a l  o f f i c e r s  of the court, th e p a r t i e s ,  t h e i r  w i t­

nes s e s ,  c o u n s e l,  p e r s o n s  wh o ha v e  not p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s e n t e d  to the 

a d o p t i o n  but are r e q u i r e d  to co n sent, a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 

a g e n c i e s  p r e s e n t  to p e r f o r m  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  duties.

(b) All p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  to the a d o p t i o n  w h e t h e r  

p a r t  of the p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  of the court or of a fil e  in the d e p a r t­

men t  or in an a g e n c y  are subj e c t to i n s p e c t i o n  o n l y  u p o n  c o n s e n t  of 

the court a n d  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ;  or in e x c e p t i o n a l  cases, only 

u p o n  an o r d e r  of the court for  g o o d  ca u s e  shown.

(c) E x c e p t  as a u t h o r i z e d  in w r i t i n g  by th e  a d o p t e d  c h i l d  if 14 

or m o r e  y e a r s  of age, or by the a d o p t i v e  p a r en t ,  or u p o n  o r d e r  of the 

court for go o d  c a u s e  s h o w n  in e x c e p t i o n a l  cases, no p e r s o n  is r e q u i r e d  

to d i s c l o s e  the n a m e  or i d e n t i t y  of e i t h e r  an a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t  or an 

a d o p t e d  child.

Sec. 20.15 . 1 6 0 .  R E C O G N I T I O N  OF F O R E I G N  D E C R E E  A F F E C T I N G  A D O P T I O N .  

A d e c r e e  of c o ur t  t e r m i n a t i n g  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p a r e n t  and c h i l d  or 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e r e l a t i o n s h i p  by a d o p t i o n  i s s u e d  u n d e r  due p r o c e s s  of 

law by a court of any o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  -within or w i t h o u t  th e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  shall be r e c o g n i z e d  in this s t at e  an d  the r i g h t s  an d  o b l i g a t i o n s  

of the p a r t i e s  as to m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of this state 
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s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  as t h o u g h  t h e  d e c r e e  w e r e  i s s u e d  by a c ourt of 

t h i s  state.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 7 0 .  B I R T H  C E R T I F I C A T E S .  W i t h i n  30 d a y s  a f t e r  an 

a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  b e c o m e s  final, th e  c l e r k  of the c ourt shall, if 

r e q u e s t e d ,  p r e p a r e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  in th e  nam e  

o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  f o r w a r d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f f i c e  of t h e  p l a c e ,  i f  known, w h e r e  the a d o p t e d  

p e r s o n  w a s  b o r n  a n d  f o r w a r d  a c o p y  of t h e  d e c r e e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  for 

s t a t i s t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 8 0 .  R E L I N Q U I S H M E N T  A N D  T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  P A R E N T  A N D  

C H I L D  R E L A T I O N S H I P S .  (a) Th e  r i g h t s  o f  a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a 

child, i n c l u d i n g  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  the c h i l d  or to w i t h h o l d  

c o n s e n t  to a n  a d o p t i o n ,  m a y  be r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n d  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  t e r m i n a t e d  in or b e f o r e  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  as 

p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  section.

(b) Al l  r i g h t s  of a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a ch il d ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  r i g h t  to r e c e i v e  n o t i c e  of a h e a r i n g  o n  a p e t i t i o n  for a d o p t i on ,  

m a y  b e  r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  an d c h i l d  t e r m i n a t e d  

by a w r i t i n g ,  s i g n e d  by th e  p a r e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of the age  of the 

p a r e n t ,

(1) in t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  a n  a g e n c y  t a k i n g

c u s t o d y  of t h e  ch il d ,  w h e t h e r  th e  a g e n c y  is w i t h i n  or w i t h o u t  the state

or in the p r e s e n c e  an d  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of a c o u r t  w i t h i n  or w i t h o u t  

t h i s  s t a t e  in w h i c h  the m i n o r  wa s  p r e s e n t  or in w h i c h  th e  p a r e n t  

r e s i d e d  at t h e  t i m e  it was signed, w h i c h  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  m a y  be w i t h­

d r a w n  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  a f t e r  it is s i g n e d  or the  c h i l d is b o r n ,  w h i c h e v e r  

is later; a n d  th e  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  is I n v a l i d  u n l e s s  it s t a t e s  that the 

p a r e n t  h a s  th i s  r i g h t  o f  w i t h d r a w a l ;  o r  |j

(2) i n  a n y  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  if the p e t i t i o n e r  has ha d  custody|
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of th e  m i n o r  for t w o  ye ar s ,  but only if n o t i c e  of the  a d o p t i o n  p r o­

ce e d i n g  has b e e n  g i v e n  to t h e  p a r e n t  a n d  th e  c ourt finds, a f t e r  c o n­

s i d e r i n g  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  the r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  and t he  l o n g  c o n t i n u e d  

c u s t o d y  b y  the p e t i t i o n e r ,  tha t the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  the c h i l d  r e q u i r e s  

th e  g r a n t i n g  of a d option.

v c } in a d d i t i o n  to any o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  law, th e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  m a y  be t e r m i n a t e d  by a c ou r t  o r d e r  

i s s u e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  on 

any g r o u n d  p r o v i d e d  b y  o t h e r  law for t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  

an d  in an y  event on the g r o u n d

(1) th a t  the m i n o r  ha s  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  by t h e  p a r e n t ;

(2) tha t  by r e a s o n  of the  m i s c o n d u c t ,  faul t s ,  or h a b i t s  of 

the p a r e n t  or the r e p e a t e d  an d  c o n t i n u o u s  n e g l e c t  or r e f u s a l  of the 

p a r e n t,  th e  m i n o r  is w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  p a r e n t a l  c are a n d  c o n t r o l ,  or 

s u b s i s t e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  or o t h e r  car e  or c o n t r o l  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  his 

p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  or e m o t i o n a l  h e a l t h  or m o r a l s ,  or, by r e a s o n  of 

p h y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  i n c a p a c i t y  the p a r e n t  is u n a b l e  to p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  

p a r e n t a l  car e  fo r  the m i n o r ,  and t h e  c o u rt  f i n d s  that  the  c o n d i t i o n s  

an d  c a u s e s  of the b e h a v i o r ,  n e g l e c t,  o r  i n c a p a c i t y  are  i r r e m e d i a b l e

or w i l l  not be r e m e d i e d  b y  th e  p a r e nt ,  a nd  t h a t  by r e a s o n  of t h i s  the  

m i n o r  is s u f f e r i n g  or p r o b a b l y  w i l l  s u f f e r  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  

mo r a l ,  or e m o t i o n a l  harm; or

(3) t hat in the case of a p a r e n t  not h a v i n g  c u s t o d y  of a 

mi n o r ,  his co n s e n t  is b e i n g  u n r e a s o n a b l y  w i t h h e l d  c o n t r a r y  to t h e bes t  

i n t e r e s t  of the minor.

(d) F o r  the p u r p o s e  of p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  a d e c r e e  

t e r m i n a t i n g  all r i g h t s  of a p a r e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to a c h i l d  o r  the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  i s s u e d  by a court o f  c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s­

di c t i o n  in this or any o t h e r  state d i s p e n s e s  w i t h  the c o n s e n t  to
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a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  of a p a r e n t  w h o s e  r i g h t s  or p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a re  t e r m i n a t e d  by th e  d e c r e e  a n d  w i t h  a n y  r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e  

of a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  as p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s e c tion.

(e) A p e t i t i o n  fo r  t e r m i n a t i o n  of th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of p a r e n t  

a n d  c h i l d  m a d e  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a d o p t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g  m a y  be m a d e  

by

(1) e i t h e r  p a r e n t  if t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is 

so u g h t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the o t h e r  p a r e n t ;

(2) the  p e t i t i o n e r  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  the g u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ,  

t h e  legal c u s t o d i a n  of th e  ch i ld ,  o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a n d i n g  in 

p a r e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to th e  child;

(3) a n  a g e n c y ;  or

(4) an y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  a l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t  in the

m a t t e r .

(f) B e f o r e  t h e  p e t i t i o n  is h ea r d ,  n o t i c e  of th e  h e a r i n g  o n  the 

p e t i t i o n  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be h e a r d  s h a l l  be g i v e n  th e  p a r e n t s  of the 

child, th e  g u a r d i a n  of th e  p e r s o n  of th e child, the p e r s o n  h a v i n g  legal 

c u s t o d y  o f  th e  chi l d,  and, in t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of th e  court, a p e r s o n  

a p p o i n t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  any party.

(g) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (b) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a 

r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  of  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a ch i l d ,  e x e c u t e d  

u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n ,  m a y  be w i t h d r a w n  by th e p a r e n t ,  a n d  a d e c r e e  of

a c ou r t  t e r m i n a t i n g  the p a r e n t  a n d  c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  u n d e r  thi s  s e c­

t i o n  m a y  b e  v a c a t e d  by the c o u r t u p o n  m o t i o n  of th e  p a r e n t ,  if the 

c h i l d  is n o t  on p l a c e m e n t  for a d o p t i o n  an d  t he  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  c u s t od y  

of the c h i l d  c o n s e n t s  in w r i t i n g  to the w i t h d r a w a l  or v a c a t i o n  of the 

d e c r e e ,

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 1 9 0 .  A D O P T I O N  A S S I S T A N C E .  A m i n o r  in t h e  p e r m a n e n t

c u s t o d y  of the d e p a r t m e n t  in a f o s t e r  h o m e  for not less t h a n  one yea r
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m a y  not be d e n i e d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  a p e r m a n e n t  h o m e  if th e a c h i e v e­

me n t  of t h i s  d e p e n d s  on c o n t i n u e d  s u b s i d y  by t h e  state.

Sec. 2 0 . 15 . 2 0 0 .  I N V E S T I G A T I O N .  P e r s o n s  w h o  are c a r i n g  for  a 

m i n o r  on a f o s t e r  p a r e n t  b a si s  a n d  w h o  h a v e  a p p l i e d  to a d op t  t h e  m i n o r  

a n d  to r e c e i v e  p a y m e n t s  fo r  the care  and  s u p p o r t  of the  m i n o r  s h a l l  be

P  "1 11 £3 "f*. £3 C i M  C J i H  f  o V i - t  1  1  - 4 - .7  n o  i r r t  n  V . . .  m  ^  n  v>  f .  - P  1
-    ~  ~  ~  J .  U , u w u  xj ^  V V.. v ^ A A M M  VJ J  i ! A V --C i i  A A-? > 2 1  g

a n  a d o p t i v e  h o m e  study. Thi s  h o m e  s t u d y  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  by the c o m m i s­

s i o n e r’s a d o p t i o n  s t a f f  or on hi s  b e h a l f  b y  an a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e s  a d o p t i o n  s e rvices.

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 1 0 .  A M O U N T  A N D  D U R A T I O N  O P  S U B S I D Y  P A Y M E N T S .  Th e  

m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  a n d  th e  l e n g t h  of t i m e  f o r  w h i c h  a s u b s i d y  is g r a n t e d  

are left to the d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  m a y  v a r y  f r o m  a 

s m a l l  m o n t h l y  s u m  to a n  a m o u n t  no t  e x c e e d i n g  the  e x i s t i n g  r a t e  for 

f o s t e r  care u n t i l  the c h i l d  r e a c h e s  th e  a g e  of m a j o r i t y ,  if th e n e e d  

c o n t i n u e s  to exist. S u b s i d i e s  s h a l l  be p a i d  f r o m  th e  same p u b l i c  f unds 

a n d  in th e  s ame m a n n e r  as f o s t e r  c a r e  p a y m e n t s .

Sec. 2 0 . 1 5 . 2 2 0 .  A N N U A L  R E E V A L U A T I O N . A f t e r  a n  a d o p t i o n ,  w i t h  

s u b s id y ,  is f i n a l , the f a m i l y  is i n d e p e n d e n t  of t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  e x c e p t  

fo r  an a n n u a l  e v a l u a t i o n  by the d e p a r t m e n t  of th e  n e e d  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  

s u b s i d y  a n d  the a m o u n t  of the s u b s i d y .

S e c . 2 0. 1 5 . 2 3 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S . The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c s . 190 - 240 

of thi s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 20.15 . 2 4 0.  D E F I N I T I O N S . In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  th e  c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " a d u l t” m e a n s  an i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  has r e a c h e d  the age of j

maj o r i t y ;

(2) " a g ency" m e a n s  an y  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d , l i c e n s e d , or o t h e r­

w i s e  s p e c i a l l y  e m p o w e r e d  by law or r e g u l a t i o n  to p l a c e  m i n o r s  for
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a d o p t i o n ;

(3) " c h i l d "  m e a n s  a s o n  or d a u g h t e r ,  w h e t h e r  by  b i r t h  or 

b y  a d o p t i o n ;

(4) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ;

(5) " c o u r t "  m e a n s  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o ur t of t h i s  state, and, 

w h e n  th e c o n t e x t  r e q u i r e s ,  t h e  c o u r t  o f  any  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p o w e r e d  to 

g ra nt  p e t i t i o n s  fo r a d o p t i o n ;

(6) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s ;

(7) " m i n o r "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  ha s n o t  r e a c h e d  the age  of

m a j o r i t y .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 0 . 1 0  is re p e a l e d .
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