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H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 44 
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  c o r o n e r ' s

i n q u e s t s ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 2 . 6 5  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

C H A P T E R  65. M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S  A N D  C O R O N E R ' S  I N Q UEST.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 1 1 .  B O A R D  O F  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is t h e  B o a r d  

of M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v ic e s .  

T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of s e v e n  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the st a t e  a t t o r n e y  

g e n e r a l ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s , t h e  d i r e c t o r  

of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  of th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u bl i c  Safe t y ,  

th e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  or t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

d e s i g n e e s ,  a n d  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r no r .  Of the t h r e e  

m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  one s h a l l  be a s u p e r i o r  court judge, 

one s h a l l  be a c h i e f  of p o l i c e  of a c i t y  of at least 1 0 , 0 0 0  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

a n d  the t h i r d  s h a l l  be a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  public. The a p p o i n t e d  

m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  for t w o - y e a r  terms. T h e  c h a i r m a n  s ha l l  b e  e l e c t e d  

by t h e  m e m b e r s  of the bo a r d .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  at l east b i a n n u a l l y .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 1 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  OF M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  The  b o a r d  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  an d  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  

f o r  t h e  st a t e,  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  w h i c h  it 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  and d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  be p a t h o l o g i s t s ,  or in a r e a s  w h e r e  n o n e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  

d o c t o r s  of  m e d i c i n e  l i c e n s e d  in th e  state. A s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a­

t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  m a y  i n c l u d e  t e c h n i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  or c l e r i c a l
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p e r s o n n e l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t hi s  c h apter. The 

s a l a r y  of th e c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,  d i s t r i c t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ,  and  

a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by th e 

b o a r d .

Sec. 12.65. 0 3 1 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  a n d p u b l i s h

r e g u l a t i o n s  t hat are n e c e s s a r y  to c a rr y  out t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 .041. D U T I E S  OP M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  (a) A m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  s h al l  i n v e s t i g a t e  all d e a t h s  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c a t e g o r i e s :

(1) v i o l e n t  death, w h e t h e r  h o m o c i d e ,  s u i c i d e  or a c c i d e n t ;

(2) d e a t h  of a p e r s o n  u n a t t e n d e d  by p h y s i c i a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h o s e  p e r s o n s  d e a d  on a r r i v a l  at h o s p i t a l s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o s e  h o s p i t a l i z a­

ti o n  was not of s u f f i c i e n t  d u r a t i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  a c a u s e  of death;

(3) d e a t h  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;

(4) d e a t h  of an i n m a t e  at a p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  not h o s p i t a l l z 5
for o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e  at the tim e  of death;

(5) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  or a c c i d e n t ;  and

(6) d e a t h  r e l a t e d  to a d i s e a s e  w h i c h  m i g h t  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

t h r e a t  to p u b l i c  health.

(b) O n l y  a p h y s i c i a n  has t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to s i g n  a d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  

i n v o l v i n g  a d e a t h  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t his section.

(c) M e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  m a y  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  to law e n f o r c e m e n t  

an d  o t h e r pu b l i c  a g en c i e s  in e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of cr i m e s  not i n v o l v i n g  de a t h .

S e c . 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 1 . AUTOPSY. When, in t he  o p i n i o n  of the m e d i c a l  

e x a m i ne r ,  a n  a u t o p s y  is n e c e s s a r y  in the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a d e a t h

o c c u r r i n g  in one of th e  c a t e g o r i e s  in sec. 41(a) of this c h a pt e r ,  th e 

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  o r d e r  th e  autopsy. D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s , the
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d i v i s i o n  of s t a t e  t r o o p e r s ,  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  m a y  r e q u e s t  

a u t o p s i e s  of t h e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  in a p p r o p r i a t e  cases. An a u t o p s y  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  be as e x t e n s i v e  as n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  c ause 

of death.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 l .  RE C O R D S .  The c h i e f  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  d i s t r i c t  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  r e c o r d s  a n d  r e p o r t s  of m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a­

ti o n s  p e r f o r m e d  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  by t h e i r  o f f ices. C o p i e s  of 

a u t o p s y  r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  to l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a g e n c i e s ,  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r s .  C op i e s  m a y  a l s o  be 

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to m e m b e r s  of d e c e d e n t’s f a m i l y  a n d  to p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  

a n d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  for  a r e a s o n a b l e  fee to c o v e r  the cost of m a k i n g  

t h e  copies.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 1 .  IN Q UEST. Wh e n ,  in th e  o p i n i o n  of th e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r ,  a n  i n q u e s t  is n e c e s s a r y  to e s t a b l i s h  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of a 

d e a t h ,  the m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  r e q u e s t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c ourt or l ocal  

m a g i s t r a t e  to c o n v e n e  a n  inquest.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 8 1 .  S U M M O N I N G  J U R O R S  F O R  I N Q U E S T .  If a n  i n q u e s t  is 

w a r r a n t e d ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u m m o n  

six p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  by l a w  to s e r v e  as j u r o r s  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  h i m  at 

a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  c a u s e  of the death.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 1 .  O A T H  OF I N Q U E S T  J U R O RS .  W h e n  six j u r o r s  attend, 

t h e y  shall b e  s w o r n  by the c o r o n e r  to i n q u i r e  w h o  t h e  p e r s o n  was and 

w hen, w h e r e ,  a n d  by w h a t  m e a n s  he came  to h i s  death, and to i n q u i r e  into 

the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  his dea t h ,  and to g i v e  a true v e r d i c t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  th e  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  t h e m  or -arising f r o m  th e  i n s p e c t i o n  

of t h e  body.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 1 .  S U B P O E N A  A N D  E X A M I N A T I O N  OF W I T N E S S E S .  The 

d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  m a y  s u b p o e n a  an d e x a m i n e  as w i t n e s s e s  

p e r s o n s  w ho, in hi s o p i n i o n ,  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  facts, and
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a l s o  the a p p o i n t e d  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  w h o  s h a l l  g ive p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  

as to the c a u s e of th e  death. Th e  t e s t i m o n y  shall be r e d u c e d  to w r i t i n g .

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5. 1 1 1 .  V E R D I C T  OF I N Q U E S T  JURY. A f t e r  h e a r i n g  the  t e s t i­

mony, the j u r y  or t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e i r  n u m b e r  s hall g i v e  its w r i t t e n  

v e r d i c t ,  s i g n e d  by t h e m  a n d  s e t t i n g  out

(1) t h e  n a m e  of the p e r s o n  k i l l e d  a n d  w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  an d  by 

w h a t  m e a n s  he cam e  to hi s  death; and

(2) if he was k i l l e d  or his d e a t h  w a s  o c c a s i o n e d  by t h e  act 

of a n o t h e r  by c r i m i n a l  me a n s ,  w h o  is guilty.

Sec. 12.65 . 1 2 1 .  W A R R A N T  F O R  A R R E S T  OF P E R S O N  C A U S I N G  DEATH. If

th e  j u r y  f i n ds  t hat a crime was c o m m i t t e d  in th e  k i l l in g ,  a n d  a lso

c h a r g e s  a p e r s o n  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  of t h e  crime, the d i s t r i c t  j u d g e

or m a g i s t r a t e  shall i m m e d i a t e l y  i ss u e  a w a r r a n t  for the a r r e s t  of tha t  

person.

Sec. 12.65 . 1 3 1 .  B U R I A L  OF BODY. W h e n  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s­

tr a t e  h o l d s  a n  i n q u e s t  u p o n  the b o d y  of a s t r a n g e r  or p a u p e r ,  and  no 

f r i e n d  or r e l a t i v e  a p p e a r s  to c l a i m  th e  b o d y  for b u r i a l , a n d  no p r o v i s i o n  

is m a d e  for the b o d y  u n d e r  AS 13.50, the d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  

s h a l l n o t i f y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  

c a u s e  the b o d y  to be p l a i n l y  an d d e c e n t l y  buried.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5. l 4 l .  P R O P E R T Y  O N  BODY. If m o n e y  or o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  is

f o u n d  on the body, th e  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  s h a l l  m a k e  an i n v e n t o r y  of it 

for hi s  r e c o r d s  a n d  t a k e  it into his p o s s e s s i o n .  H e  shall, w i t h i n  30 

d a y s  a f t e r  th e  i n q uest, t r a n s m i t  a c e r t i f i e d  copy of th e  i n v e n t o r y  an d  

th e  m o n e y  or p r o p e r t y  to the c l e r k  of t he  s u p e r i o r  court. Th e  c l e r k  

s h a l l c au s e  the p r o p e r t y  to be sold as u p o n  e x e c u t i o n  and s h a l l  d e d u c t  

th e  e x p e n s e s  of the sale f r o m  th e  p r o c ee d s .  He s h a l l  d e p o s i t  the 

r e m a i n d e r  of the p r o c e e d s  of th e  sale an d  a n y  m o n e y  d e l i v e r e d  to h i m  by 

the j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  in the sam e  m a n n e r  as m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  on 
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judgm ents in  fa v o r  o f  th e  s t a t e .
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