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IN THE  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 3k 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Act r e l a t e d  t o  a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :  

s S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 5 1 5 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(a) A p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of t o w i n g  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  w h o  

t o w s , t r a n s p o r t s  or s t o r e s  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e  ha s  a l i e n  on t h e  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e .  T h i s  l i e n  a t t a c h e s  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  a c t s  u n d e r  a c o n t r a c t  w i t h  

the o w n e r  or at the d i r e c t i o n  o f  a p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  a c t i n g  l a w f u l l y  or a 

p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  t o  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  u p o n  w h i c h  the m o t o r  

v e h i c l e  is p a r k e d  w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t .  The l i e n  r e m a i n s  in e f f e c t  w h i l e  th e  

m o t o r  v e h i c l e  is in the p o s s e s s i o n  of th e  p e r s o n  a n d  m a y  be sold, as 

p r o v i d e d  i n  (b) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t o  pay t he  c h a r g e s  for t o w i n g ,  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  o r  s t o r a g e . T h e  l i e n  is l i m i t e d  to t o w i n g  c h a r g e s  a s s e s s e d  

a c c o r d i n g  to the t a r i f f  f i l e d  b y  t h e  c a r r i e r  w i t h  the A l a s k a  T r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  s t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  of n o  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 . 5 0  p e r  day 

[, B U T  T H E  T O T A L  C H A R G E S  M A Y  N O T  E X C E E D  $100]. In th e a b s e n c e  of a 

f i l e d  t a r i f f ,  the t o w i n g  c h a r g e  s h a l l  be the same as the l o w e s t  t o w i n g  

c h a r g e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f i l e d  t a r i f f s  c o v e r i n g  th e  same s e r v i c e  a n d  route. 

S t o r a g e  c h a r g e s  s h a l l  c e a s e  to be p a r t  o f  the l i e n  a f t e r  30 [10] day s  

u n l e s s  t he  p r i o r  l i e n  h o l d e r  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  a c t u a l  n o t i c e  of the 

p o s s e s s o r y  l i e n  w i t h i n  th a t  t i m e  or  u n l e s s  a c e r t i f i e d  l e t t e r  ha s  b e e n  

m a i l e d  w i t h i n  tha t  tim e to t h e  o w n e r  and p r i o r  l i e n  h o l d e r  at t h e i r  

a d d r e s s e s  o f  record, w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  in w h i c h  the t i t l e  to the m o t o r  

v e h i c l e  a n d  t h e  l i e n  on it ar e  r e c o r d e d .

35 Sec. 2. AS 28 Is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:
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C H A P T E R  31. A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  'VEHICLES.

See. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 1 0,  R E M O V A L  OF A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  V E H I C L E S .  (a) N o  

p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  a v e h i c l e  o n  a h i g h w a y  in the state.

(b) No  p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  a v e h i c l e  on  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

w i t h o u t  the e x p r e s s  or i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t  of the o w n e r  or p e r s o n  In l a w f u l  

p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  of the p r o p e r t y .

(g ) A p e a c e  o f f i c e r  or a n  au.cnorizieci e m p r o y e e  ox a g e n e r a l  l a w  

or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  in the  cas e of a g e n e r a l  l a w  or h o m e  r u l e  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  b o u n d  b y  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  In t h i s  c h a p t e r , w h o  

r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a v e h i c l e  ha s  b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  m a y  h a v e  the 

v e h i c l e  r e m o v e d  to the n e a r e s t  g a r a g e  or o t h e r  p l a c e  fo r  i m p o u n d m e n t  

a n d  storage. R e m o v a l  o f  a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  f r o m  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

shall b e  on the  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t , on a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  

of R e v e n u e s of the o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  of 

the p r o p e r t y .  A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of the r e m o v a l  s h a l l  be sent i m m e d i a t e l y  

to the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  , d e s c r i b i n g  the v e h i c l e , the d a t e , t i m e  a n d  

p l a c e  of r e m o v a l 3 the g r o u n d s  for r e m o v a l s  a n d  p l a c e  of i m p o u n d m e n t  of 

the v e h i cl e .  U p o n  r e c e i p t  of the r e m o v a l  r e p o r t ,  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

R e v e n u e  shall p r o v i d e  w r i t t e n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  b y  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  to the 

v e h i c l e  o w n e r  of r e c o r d  and t o  lienholders of r e c o r d s , s t a t i n g  the 

g r o u n d s  for r e m o v a l  and the n a m e  of the p l a c e  of i m p o u n d m e n t  of the 

v e h i c l e ; h o w e v e r 3 n o t i c e  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  if t h e  r e t a i l  v a l u e  of a n  

a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  is $ 200 or l e s s . I f  the v e h i c l e  is no t  r e g i s t e r e d  in 

the state, the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  s h a l l  m a k e  a r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  to 

n o t i f y  the r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  or an y  lien holder of r e m o v a l  a n d  the p l a c e  

of i m p o u n d m e n t  of the v e h i c l e . Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  s h a l l  f o r w a r d  

a c opy o f  the n o t i c e  to the  o w n e r  or p e r s o n  In c h a r g e  o f  the p l a c e  of 

i m p o u n d m e n t .

(d) Fo r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a v e h i c l e  is p r e s u m e d  to be 
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a b a n d o n e d  i f  it is left u n a t t e n d e d  on a h i g h w a y  for a p e r i o d  in e x c e s s  

of t h r e e  d a y s  or on a n y  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s  or 

i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t  of th e  o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  

of the p r o p e r t y  for a p e r i o d  i n  e x c e s s  of s e v e n  days.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 2 0 .  V E S T I N G  O P  TITLE. T i t l e  to a n  i m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e  

no t  r e c l a i m e d  b y  the r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  or t h e  lien holder w i t h i n  10 day s  

f r o m  th e n o t i c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  sec. 10 of th i s  c h a p t e r  v e s t s  w i t h  the 

s t a t e  or, i f  a l o c a l  o r d i n a n c e  is a d o p t e d  a s  s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 60 of 

th i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y ,  as a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 3 0 .  R E D E M P T I O N .  A p e r s o n  w h o  p r e s e n t s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

p r o o f  o f  o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  t o  p o s s e s s i o n  m a y  r e d e e m  an i m p o u n d e d  

v e h i c l e  by p a y i n g  the c h a r g e s  o f  t o w i n g ,  s t o r a g e ,  n o t i c e ,  o t h e r  c o s ts  

of i m p o u n d m e n t ,  a n d  a n y  p e n a l t i e s  i m p o s e d  b y  law.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 4 0 .  D I S P O S A L  OP A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C L E .  (a) D i s p o s a l  of 

I m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  by p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  u p o n  n o t i c e  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  the  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  

in  w h i c h  t h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  found. T h e  n o t i c e  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  the v e h i c l e  

a n d  set out th e  p l a c e ,  d a t e ,  a n d  t i m e  at w h i c h  it w i l l  be sold. The 

d a t e  of sal e  s h a l l  be n o  l a t e r  t h a n  on e  w e e k  f o l l o w i n g  the d a t e  of 

p u b l i c a t i o n .

(b) T i t l e  to a v e h i c l e  d i s p o s e d  o f  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  

sh a l l  be c o n v e y e d  b y  a b i l l  of sale i s s u e d  b y  t h e  state or l o c a l  g o v e r n­

ing  b o d y ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

R e v e n u e .  A c o p y  of th e  b i l l  o f  sale s h a l l  be f o r w a r d e d  to t h e  D e p a r t­

me n t  of R e v e n u e  by the p u r c h a s e r  w i t h i n  10 days.

(c) A n y  s u b s e q u e n t  sale of a v e h i c l e  so l d  u n d e r  (a) of  this 

s e c t i o n  is p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h o u t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of t i t l e  i s s u e d  by the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  u n d e r  AS 28.10.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 5 0 .  D I S P O S A L  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of

- 3 -  C S H B  3.4
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CSH B

R e v e n u e ,  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  s h al l ,  if 

n e c e s s a r y ,  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t at e  a g e n c i e s  in an e f f o r t  

to d e s i g n a t e  a n d  a c q u i r e  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  s t a t e  l a n d  f o r  the d i s p o s a l  

of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  m a y  be fo r  the t e m p o r a r y  h o l d i n g  of 

v e h i c l e s  b e f o r e  sale as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  sec. 40 of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  or for

+ -  -P -!}  ^  1  / ^ 4  ^1 J  -U  _J ^  - 1 --------- - -r  ~  ^  ~
vii\y i  j . u , a x  u x o p u o a x  x u u d u i u  a u a u u u u c u  v c i i i o i c d  * j _ x  C A i o o i i i g ,  c u iu . a y  “

p r o p r i a t e  la n d  c a n n o t  be l o c a t e d  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  the d e p a r t m e n t s  m a y  

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s  or g e n e r a l  l a w  or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

f or the a c q u i s i t i o n  or use of a r e a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of 

a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

(b) A g e n e r a l  l a w or h o m e  r ule m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  is b o u n d  b y  the 

p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in this  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a s  

w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n  for th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s .

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 6 0 .  L O C A L  O R D I N A N C E S .  (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th e  p r o­

vi s i o n s  of t his c h a p t e r ,  a g e n e r a l  la w  or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  

a d o p t b y  o r d i n a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  the r e m o v a l  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t  of 

a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  f o u n d  w i t h i n  th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  in n o  case 

m a y  a v e h i c l e  be d i s p o s e d  of u n l e s s  a d e q u a t e  n o t i c e  is g i v e n  to t h e  

own er ,  if known. I f  the o w n e r  of the v e h i c l e  is n o t  k n o w n ,  n o t i c e  of 

the r e m o v a l  s h a l l  be p u b l i s h e d  at l e a s t  o n c e  in a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  

c i r c u l a t i o n  in the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  v e h i c l e  m a y  be d i s p o s e d  of by the 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  at a n y  t i m e  20 da y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .

(b) The D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

s h a l l  a s s i s t  g e n e r a l  law an d  h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  e l e c t  to 

a d o p t  t h e i r  o w n  p r o c e d u r e s  for t h e  r e m o v a l  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t  of v e h i c l e s  

w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s .

(c) A g e n e r a l  la w  or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  f a i l s  to a d o p t  

p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  the r e m o v a l  an d  i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  as 

s p e c i f i e d  in (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  f r o m  th e  e f f e c t i v e  
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d a t e  of t h i s  Act is b o u n d  b y  the p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in thi s  c ha pter.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 6 5 .  A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  V E H I C L E  FUND. T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  

w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  an a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f und, to 

be c o m p o s e d  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the 

sal e of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 7 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  P R O C E E D S  O F  P U B L I C  A C T I O N .  The 

p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  u n d e r  sec. 40 of 

t h i s  chapter*, if a ny, a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  t h e  cost of i m p o u n d i n g  th e  v e­

hic l e ,  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  it, s h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  in a n  

a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f u n d  w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e .  The 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  s h a l l  p r o r a t e  the m o n e y  in the f u n d  to e a c h  

g e n e r a l  la w  or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b o u n d  b y  t he  p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  

i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to the n u m b e r  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  

d i s p o s e d  of w i t h i n  it s  b o u n d a r i e s .

(b) I f  a v a i l a b l e ,  m o n e y  in the a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  f u n d  s h a l l  be 

d i s b u r s e d  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  

S a f e t y  to p r o v i d e  fo r  th e  r e m o v a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  in a r e a s  o u t­

side g e n e r a l  la w  an d  h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  P r i o r i t y  s h a l l  be g i v e n  

to the r e m o v a l  of  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  h i g h w a y  r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  state 

p a r k s ,  r i v e r s ,  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  areas.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 7 5 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e ,  in 

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  s h a l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  secs. 10 - 80 o f  t h i s  c h a pt e r .

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 8 0 .  P E N A L T Y .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  sec. 10(a) or 

(b) o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fin e  of not 

les s t h a n  $25 n o r  m o r e  t h a n  $100.

* Sec. 3 . AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 2 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) In a d d i t i o n  to t h e  a n n u a l  l i c e n s e  t a x  l e v i e d  u n d e r  (b)(2),

(b)(4), a n d  (b)(8) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a fee o f  $1 s h al l  be l e v i e d  on
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v e h i c l e s  s p e c i f i e d  in (b)(1), (b)(4), a n d  (b)(8) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  in 

the m a n n e r  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c ti o n .  T h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  thi s  

fee s h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  in a s p e c i a l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  d i s p o s a l  a c c o u n t  in 

the g e n e r a l  fund. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f r o m  t h i s  a c c o u n t  

to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f u n d  for the 

p u r p o s e  of d i s p o s i n g  of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

* Sec. 4. AS 2 8 . 3 5 . 2 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 3 5 . 2 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In secs. 30 - 110, 130  - 260 of 

th i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  - 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 0 ,  [AND] 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 6 0 ,  an d 

AS 28.31, u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,  th e  w o r d  " v e h i c l e "  

m e a n s  e v e r y  d e v i c e  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  m o v e d  u p o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  and  in, 

u p o n , or by w h i c h  a n y  p e r s o n  or p r o p e r t y  is or m a y  be t r a n s p o r t e d  or 

d r a w n  u p o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,  e x c e p t i n g  d e v i c e s  m o v e d  b y  h u m a n  or a n i m a l  

p o w e r  or u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  u p o n  s t a t i o n a r y  r a i l s  o r  tracks.
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