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IN T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 3^

BY F R I T Z

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

E I G H T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B ILL

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t e d  t o  a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

s S e c t i o n  1. AS 28 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 1 0 .  R E M O V A L  O F  A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  V E H I C L E S .  (a') No 

p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  a v e h i c l e  on a h i g h w a y  in the state.

(b) No p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  a v e h i c l e  on p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

w i t h o u t  t h e  e x p r e s s  or i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t  of the o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in lawful 

p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  of the pro p e r t y.

(c) A p e a c e  o f f i c e r  or an a u t h o r i z e d  e m p l o y e e  of a g e n e r a l  law 

or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  in the case o f  a g e n e r a l  law or h o m e  r u l e  

m u n i c i p a l i t y  b o u n d  by the p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in t his c h a p t e r ,  who 

r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e s  that a v e h i c l e  has b e e n  a b a n d o n e d  m a y  h a v e  the 

v e h i c l e  r e m o v e d  to th e  n e a r e s t  g a r a g e  or o t h e r  p l a c e  for i m p o u n d m e n t  

an d  s t or a g e .  R e m o v a l  of a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  f r o m  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

shall be on  the w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t ,  on a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  by  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  

of R e v e n u e ,  of t h e o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  of j 

the p r o p e r t y .  A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  the r e m o v a l  s hall be sent i m­

m e d i a t e l y  to th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  the v e h i c l e ,  the 

date, t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  r e m o v a l ,  the g r o u n d s  fo r  r e m o v a l ,  and p l a c e  of 

i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  the v e h i c l e .  U p o n  rece ip t  of th e  r e m o v a l  r e p o r t ,  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  w r i t t e n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  by c e r t i f i e d  

m a i l  to th e  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  o f  r e c o r d  a n d  to l i e n h o l d e r s  of r e c o r d s ,  

s t a t i n g  th e  g r o u n d s  for r e m o v a l  a n d  th e  n a m e  o f  the p l a c e  of

C H A P T E R  31. A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  VEH I C L ES .
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i m p o u n d m e n t  of the v e h i c l e ;  h o w e v e r ,  n o t i c e  is not r e q u i r e d  if the 

retail v a l u e  o f  an a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  is $ 200 or less. If the v e h i c l e  

is not r e g i s t e r e d  in t h e  state, the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  shall m a k e  a 

r e a s o n a b l e  effort to n o t i f y  the r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  or a n y  l i e n h o l d e r  of 

remo v a l  and the p l a c e  of i m p o u n d m e n t  of t h e v e hi c l e .  Th e D e p a r t m e n t  of 

R e v e n u e  shall f o r w a r d  a cop y  of the n o t i c e  to the o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in 

c h a r g e  of the p l a c e  of i m p o u n d m e n t .

(d) For p u r p o s e s  o f  thi s  s e c t i o n  a v e h i c l e  is p r e s u m e d  to be

a b a n d o n e d  if it is left u n a t t e n d e d  on a h i g h w a y  for a p e r i o d  in e x c e s s

of t h r e e days or on any p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  with o ut  e x p r e s s  or 

i m p l i e d  c o n s e n t  of t he  o w n e r  or p e r s o n  in l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n t r o l  

of the p r o p e r t y  for a p e r i o d  in e x c e s s  of s e v e n  days.

Sec. 28.31.020. V E S T I N G  OF TITLE. T i t l e  to an i m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e  

not r e c l a i m e d  by t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  or th e  l i e n h o l d e r  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  

f r o m  the n o t i c e  p r o v i d e d  by sec. 10 of thi s c h a p t e r  v es t s  w i t h  the 

s tate or, if a l ocal o r d i n a n c e  is a d o p t e d  as s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 60 of 

t his chapter, w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n i n g  bo d y ,  as a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sec. 28.31.030. R E D E M P T I O N .  A p e r s o n  w h o  p r e s e n t s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

p r o o f  of o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  to p o s s e s s i o n  m a y  r e d e e m  an i m p o u nd e d  

v e h i c l e  by p a y i n g  the c h a r g e s  of t o w i n g ,  s t o rage, n o t i c e ,  o t h e r  c o s t s  

of i mp o u n d m e n t ,  and an y  p e n a l t i e s  i m p o s e d  by law.

Sec. 2 8.31.040. D I S P O S A L  OF A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C L E .  (a) D is posal of 

i m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e s  s h al l  be c o n d u c t e d  by p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  u p o n  no t i c e

p u b l i s h e d  in a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c

in w h i c h  the v e h i c l e  was found. The n o t i c e  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  the v e h i c l e  

an d  set out the pla c e ,  d a t e , an d  t i m e  at w h i c h  it w i l l  be sold, ^h e 

d a t e  of sale shall be no l a t e r  t h a n  one w e e k  f o l l o w i n g  the d a t e  of 

p u b l i c a t i o n .

(b) T i t l e  to a v e h i c l e  d i s p o s e d  of u n d e r  (a) o f  this section 
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s h a l l  be © © n v e y e d b y  a b i l l  of sal e  issuebl by the s t a t e  or l oeal g o v e r n­

ing body, as a p p r o p r i a t e ,  on a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Revenue. A c o p y  o f  the b i l l  of  sal e s h a ll  be f o r w a r d e d  to th e  D e p a r t­

me n t  of R e v e n u e  by the p u r c h a s e r  w i t h i n  10 days.

(c) A n y  s u b s e q u e n t  sale of a v e h i c l e  sold u n d e r  (a) o f  this

s e c t i o n  is p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h o u t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of t i t l e  i s s u e d  by the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  u n d e r  AS 28.10.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 5 0 .  D I S P O S A L  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

R e v e nu e ,  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safe t y ,  shall, if 

n e c e s s a r y ,  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  s tate a g e n c i e s  in an ef f o r t  

to d e s i g n a t e  a n d  a c q u i r e  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  state l a n d  for th e  d i s p o s a l

of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  m a y  be for t h e  t e m p o r a r y  h o l d i n g  of

v e h i c l e s  b e f o r e  sale as p r e s c r i b e d  in sec. 4.0 o f  thi s  s e c tion, or for 

th e  f inal d i s p o s a l  of u n s o l d  a b a n d o n e d  ve h i c l e s .  If e x i s t i n g  and a p­

pr o p r i a t e  land c a n n o t  be l o c a t e d  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  th e  d e p a r t m e n t s  m a y  

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s  or g e n e r a l  l a w or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

for the a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a r e a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  for t he  d i s p o s a l  of  a b a n d o n e d  

m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

(b) A g e n e r a l  law or h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  is b o u n d  by the 

p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a reas 

w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  the d i s p o s a l  of a b a n d o n e d  veh i cl e s .

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 6 0 .  L O C A L  O R D I N A N C E S .  (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the p r o­

vi s i o n s  of thi s  c h a p t e r ,  a g e n e r a l  la w  or ho m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  

a d o p t  by o r d i n a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  for the r e m o v a l  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t  of 

a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  f o u n d  w i t h i n  th e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  in no case 

m a y  a v e h i c l e  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f  u n l e s s  a d e q u a t e  n o t i c e  is g i v e n  to the 

owner, if known. If t h e  o w n e r  o f  the v e h i c l e  is not known, n o t i c e  of 

th e  r e m o v a l  s h a l l  be p u b l i s h e d  at least o n c e  in a n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  

c i r c u l a t i o n  in t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  v e h i c l e  m a y  be d i s p o s e d  of by the
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m u n i c i p a l i t y  at a n y  t i m e  20 d a y s  a f t e r  the d a t e  of p u b l i c a t i o n .

(b) Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  a n d  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b li c  S af e t y  

s hall as si s t  g e n e r a l  law and h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  elect to 

adopt t h e i r  ow n  p r o c e d u r e s  f or  the r e m o v a l  an d  i m p o u n d m e n t  of v e h i c l e s  

w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o u n d ar i e s .

(c) A g e n e r a l  la w  or h o m e  r ule m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  fails to a d o pt  

p r o c e d u r e s  for the r e m o v a l  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  as 

s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of this s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  f r o m  the e f f e c t i v e  

d ate of thi s  act is b o u n d  by the p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  i_n t-VIS CIricipls ©X1 o !

Sec. 2 8 .31.065. A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  V E H I C L E  FUND, T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  

w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  an a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  fund, to 

be c o m p o s e d  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  and p r o c e e d s  fr o m  the 

sale of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h ic l e s .

Sec. 2 8.31.070. D I S P O S I T I O N  OF P R O C E E D S  OF P U B L I C  ACTION. The 

p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the sale of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  u n d e r  sec. 40 of 

t his c h a pter, if any, a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  t h e  cost of i m p o u n d i n g  the v e­

hicle, and a d v e r t i s i n g  and  s e l l i n g  it, s hall be d e p o s i t e d  in an 

a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  fund w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v enue. The 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  shall p r o r a t e  th e  m o n e y  in the fund to eac h 

g e n e r a l  law or hom e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b o u n d  by t h e  p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  

in t his c h a p t e r  in p r o p o r t i o n  to the n u m b e r  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  

d i s p o s e d  of w i t h i n  its b o u n d a r i e s .

(b) If a v a i l a b l e ,  m o n e y  In the a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  fun d  shall be 

d i s b u r s e d  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  to th e D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu b l i c  

S a f e t y  to p r o v i d e  f or  the r e m o v a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  in a r e a s  o u t­

side g e n e r a l  la w  a n d  h o m e  r u l e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  P r i o r i t y  shall be g i v e n  

to the r e m o v a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  f rom h i g h w a y  r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  s t at e  

parks, rive rs ,  and  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  areas.

Sec. 2 8.31.075. R E G U L A T I O N S .  The D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e ,  in

_U_
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c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  s ha l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  secs. 10 - 80 of thi s  chapter.

Sec. 2 8 . 3 1 . 0 8 0.  P E N A LT Y .  A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  sec. 10(a) and 

(b) of thi s  c h a p t e r ,  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of not 

less t h a n  $25 n o r  m o r e  t h a n  $100.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 2 0 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(c) In a d d i t i o n  to th e  a n n u a l  l i c e n s e  tax levied u n d e r  (b)(2), 

(b)(4), a n d  (b)(8) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a fee of $1 s hall be l e v i e d  on 

v e h i c l e s  s p e c i f i e d  in (b)(1), (b)(4), an d  (b)(8) of t h i s  s ec tion, in 

the m a n n e r  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t his section. Th e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  this 

fee shall be d e p o s i t e d  in a s p e c i a l  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  d i s p o s a l  a c c o u n t  in 

the g e n e r a l  fund. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f r o m  this  account 

to the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  fund for the 

p u r p o s e  of d i s p o s i n g  of a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

* Sec. 3. AS 2 8 . 3 5 . 2 6 o  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 8 . 3 5 . 2 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In secs. 30 - 110, 130 - 260 of 

this c h a p t e r  a n d  AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  - 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 0 ,  [AND] 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 6 0 ,  a n d  AS 28.3: 

u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,  t h e  w o r d  " v e h i c l e "  m e a n s  every 

d e v i c e  c a p a b l e  of b e i n g  m o v e d  u p o n  a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  an d in, upon, or 

by w h i c h  a n y  p e r s o n  or p r o p e r t y  is or m a y  be t r a n s p o r t e d  or d r a w n  u p o n  

a p u b l i c  h i g h w a y ,  e x c e p t i n g  d e v i c e s  m o v e d  by h u m a n  or a n i m a l  p o w e r  or 

used e x c l u s i v e l y  u p o n  s t a t i o n a r y  r a i l s  or tracks.
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