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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 7 / 7 2  j

R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  |

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 66 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OB1 T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the p e r m a n e n t  a s s i g n m e n t  

of a d d i t i o n a l  C o a s t  G u a r d  p a t r o l  

v e s s e l s  In Alas k a .

SE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t r a d i t i o n a l  A m e r i c a n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  Alaska, f i s h e r i e s  are 

I n c r e a s i n g l y  b e i n g  t a k e n  o v e r  by s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  flee ts ;  and 

W H E R E A S  c u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  are n e i t h e r  a d e q u a t e  n u m b e r s  of C oast G u a r d  

nersonnel no r  any m o d e r n  C o a s t  Guard ships s t a t i o n e d  in A l a s k a  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  

;he l a t e s t  e l e c t r o n i c  g e a r  t h a t  h a v e  the m a n e u v e r a b i l i t y  n e c e s s a r y  to a de­

quately a n d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p a t r o l  A l a s k a ' s  s ome 3 1 / 3 8 3  st a t u t e  m i l e s  of t i d a l  _ 

s h o r e l i n e ;  and.

W H E R E A S  the C o a s t  G u a r d  d oes ha v e  ships w i t h  the c a p a c i t y  to I m p r o v e  

greatly* its surveillance a c t i v i t i e s  in Alaska- w a t e r s ,  as is e v i d e n c e d  by the 

;emporary assignment of t h e  " M e l l o n " , a c l a s s of v e s s e l  u n i q u e l y  d e s i g n e d  for 

aore a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  of o u r  f i s h e r i e s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  t h e  " M e l l o n” has b e e n  assigned, to t e m p o r a r y  d uty in A l a s k a  

raters, b u t  w i l l  s h o r t l y  be f o r c e d  to r e t u r n  to its home  b ase; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  u n l e s s  m o r e  a d e q u a t e  e q u i p m e n t  an d p e r s o n n e l  are a s s i g n e d  on a 

p e r manent b a s i s  to d u t y  in A l a s k a ,  the d e t r i m e n t a l  e c o n o m i c  imp a c t  w i l l  be 

relt not onl y In m a r i t i m e  s t a t e s , but e v e n t u a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  the n a t i o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  3 u n l e s s  i n c r e a s e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  A l a s k a  fisheries 

Is i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  the e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  on A l a s k a  w i l l  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  

dev as t a t i n g ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it c o m m e n d s  the U. S.

Coast G u a r d  for its foresight in designing ships of the s e c r e t a r y  class and
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in particular for assigning a secretary-class ship to temporary duty in 

Alaska waters; and be it I

FURTHER RESOLVED that the U. S. Coast Guard is urgently requested to I 

assign one or more ships of the "Mellon" class to duty in Alaska on a p e r­

manent b a s i s 3 the only means by which our fisheries may receive increased 

protection from foreign e n c r o a c h m e n t .

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M,

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable John A. Volpe, Secretary

1
Department of Transportation; Admiral Chester R. Bender, Commandant, United | 

States Coast Guard; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike 

Gravel, U . S. Senators, and the Honorable Nick Begich, U . S. Representative, 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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