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R e f e r r e d : R e s o u r c e s

IN  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  66

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  permanent a s s i g n m e n t

o f  a d d i t i o n a l  C o a s t  G u a r d  p a t r o l

v e s s e l s  i n  A l a s k a

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  t r a d i t i o n a l  A m e r i c a n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  A l a s k a n  f i s h e r i e s  a r e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e i n g  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  f l e e t s ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S  c u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  n e i t h e r  a d e q u a t e  n u m b e r s  o f  C o a s t  G u a r d  

p e r s o n n e l  n o r  a n y  m o d e r n  C o a s t  G u a r d  s h i p s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  A l a s k a  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  

t h e  l a t e s t  e l e c t r o n i c  g e a r  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  m a n e u v e r a b i l i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d e ­

q u a t e l y  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p a t r o l  A l a s k a ' s  s o m e  5 , 5 8 0  s t a t u t e  m i l e s  o f  c o a s t ­

l i n e  a n d  31 , 3 83  s t a t u t e  m i l e s  o f  t i d a l  s h o r e l i n e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  d o e s  h a v e  s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  g r e a t l y  

i m p r o v e  i t s  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a n  w a t e r s ,  a s  i s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  

t e m p o r a r y  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  t h e  " M e l l o n " ,  a  c l a s s  o f  v e s s e l  u n i q u e l y  designed f o r  

m o r e  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  f i s h e r i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  " M e l l o n "  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  i n  A l a s k a n  

w a t e r s ,  b u t  w i l l  s h o r t l y  b e  f o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  h o m e  b a s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  u n l e s s  m o r e  a d e q u a t e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  a s s i g n e d  o n  a  

p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s  t o  d u t y  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h e  d e t r i m e n t a l  economic impact will b e  

f e l t  n o t  o n l y  i n  m a r i t i m e  s t a t e s ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  u n l e s s  i n c r e a s e d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A l a s k a n  fisheries 

i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o n  A l a s k a  w i l l  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

d e v a s t a t i n g ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  i t  c o m m e n d s  t h e  U .  S .

C o a s t  G u a r d  f o r  I t s  f o r e s i g h t  i n  d e s i g n i n g  s h i p s  o f  the " M e l l o n "  c l a s s  a n d
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in particular for assigning the "Mellon" to temporary duty in Alaskan w a t e r s ; 

a n d  be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S. Coast Guard is urgently requested to 

assign one or more ships of the "Mellon" class to duty in A l a s k a  on a p e r­

m a n e n t  basis , the only means by which our fisheries may receive increased 

p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  f o r e i g n  e n c r o a c h m e n t .

C O P I E S  of t hi s  resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United S t a t e s ; the Honorable John A . V o l p e , Secretary 

Department of Transportation; Admiral Chester R. Bender, C o m m a n d a n t , United 

States Coast Guard; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike 

Gravel, U.S. S e n a t o r s , and the Honorable Nick Begich, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 

members of the Alaska delegation in C o n g r e s s .
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