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B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  W E L F A R E  
IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 45 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

Relating to the Arctic Health 

Research Center.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  th e  A r c t i c  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 194 8  to 

c o n d u c t  a c t i v i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p r e v e n t i o n ,  t r e a t m e n t ,  

a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  d i s e a s e s ;  an d

W H E R E A S  s i n c e  t h a t  ti m e  the C e n t e r  ha s  g a i n e d  a w o r l d - r e n o w n e d  r e p u t a­

t i o n  for its w o r k  in c o l d - a d a p t i v e  p r o c e s s e s ,  c o l d  as a f a c t o r  in h u m a n  

s t r e s s ,  the l i f e  c y c l e s  o f  p a r a s i t e s  a n d  h o s t - p a r a s i t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  p e c u l i a r  

to the A r c t i c ,  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  for its w o r k  r e l a t e d  to the b i o m e d i c a l  and 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  n e e d s  o f  c o n c e r n s  p l a n n i n g  A r c t i c  a c t i v i t i e s , and 

fo r  its e f f o r t s  r e l a t e d  to a h o s t  o f  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  t o o  n u m e r o u s  to list; 

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  d u r i n g  the p a s t  t h r e e  y ea r s ,  the C e n t e r  has d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  a 

l i n e - i t e m  p o s i t i o n  in the b u d g e t  of t he  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  to the l ev e l  

o f  a s u b d i v i s i o n  in a b u r e a u  th a t  is lost in the l i m b o  of  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  and 

W H E R E A S  c u r r e n t  p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  a l l o w  o n l y  47 p o s i t i o n s  (down f r o m  83 

a u t h o r i z e d  i n  1 96 8 ) ,  a l e v e l  w h i c h  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  to c r i p p l e  or  e x t i n g u i s h  

m o s t  o f  th e  p r o g r a m s  in p r o g r e s s  at the C e n t e r ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  is n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of A l a s k a n  r e s o u r c e s ,  h u m a n  n eeds 

a n d  p r o b l e m s ,  al l  d i c t a t i n g  c o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  the b i o m e d i c a l  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f i e l d s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  th e  A r c t i c ;  and

W H E R E A S  T H E  A r c t i c  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  is the on l y  i n s t i t u t i o n  of 

its k i n d  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  that the p r o p o s e d  r e d u c e d
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funding for the Arctic Health Research Center is deplored and it urgently 

requests the United States Congress to adequately fund the Center so it may 

remain a viable entity; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that every consideration be given to the transfer* of 

the Center to a more active federal agency or in the alternative to permit 

the transfer of the Center to the university of Alaska.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Richard M. 

Nixon, President of the United States; the Honorable Elliott Richardson, 

Secretary, Department of Health, Education and Welfare; the Honorable Allen 

J. E l l e n d e r , U. S. Senator and Chairman of the Senate Appropriations C om­

mittee; the Honorable George H. Mahon, U. S. Representative and Chairman 

of the House Appropriations Committee; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and 

the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Nick Begich,

U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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