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I n t r o d u c e d :  V 5 / 7 2
R e f e r re d :  C o m m e r c e

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. if01 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i tl e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to the l i c e n s i n g  o f  d i s p e n s i n g

o p t i c i a n s ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  73- D I S P E N S I N G  O P T I C I A N S .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  O F  D I S P E N S I N G  O P T I C I A N S .

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  OF B O A R D  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e r e  is 

c r e a t e d  the B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s , c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 . 0 2 0 .  T E R M  O F  OFFICE. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  a t e r m  of 

t h r e e  ye a r s .  Th e  f i r s t  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be i n i t i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  for o n e - , 

t w o -  an d  t h r e e - y e a r  terms.

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 . 0 3 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A b o a r d  m e m b e r  s h a l l  be a 

l i c e n s e d 3 p r a c t i c i n g  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  r e s i d i n g  in the state.

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 - 0 4 0 .  P O W E R  O F  B O A R D  TO P R O M U L G A T E  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The 

b o a r d  m a y  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s

(1) n e c e s s a r y  for the p r o p e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  of Its duties;

(2) n e c e s s a r y  to g o v e r n  the p r a c t i c e  of d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s ;

(3) s p e c i f y i n g  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  to be c o v e r e d  in an e x a m i­

n a t i o n  for d i s p e n s i n g  o p ti c i a n s .

A R T I C L E  2. LICEN S I N G .

Sec. 0 8 . 73 . 0 5 0 .  L I C E N S E  RE Q U I R E D .  No p e r s o n  m a y  e n g a g e  in the

p r a c t i c e  of a d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  unless he is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this

chapter.

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E
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Sec. 08.73 . 0 6 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N .  T o  b e  l i c e n s e d  as a d i s p e n s i n g  

o p t i c i a n  a p e r s o n  shall p a s s  an e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by the board. The 

b o a r d  s h al l  o f f e r  an e x a m i n a t i o n  at l east onc e  a year. E x a m i n a t i o n s  

s h a l l  be so a d m i n i s t e r e d  t hat, w h e n  p o s s i b l e ,  one w h o  g r a d e s  a w r i t t e n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  doe s not k n o w  w h o s e  p a p e r  he is grading.

Sec. O8 .7 3 .O7 O. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  E X A M I N A T I O N ,  A p e r s o n  is 

e n t i t l e d  to t a k e  th e  e x a m i n a t i o n  who

(1) is at least 21 y e a r s  of age:

(2) has b e e n  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  a p p r o v e d  by

t h e  board;

(3) is of g o o d  m o r a l  c h ar a c t e r ;

(4) is a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  citiz e n ;

(5) h a s e i t h e r

(A) c o m p l e t e d  at least t h r e e  y e a r s  t r a i n i n g  as an

f l n n r > d n f i  r» o  •^  -w- w -i. v, v~. 5 w j .

(B) s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a c o u r s e  in o p t i c i a n r y  

at a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a p p r o v e d  by the bo a r d ; or

(C) b e e n  e n g a g e d  for at least f i v e  y e a r s  as a p r a c t i c i n g

l i c e n s e d  o p t i c i a n  in g o o d  s t a n d i n g  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  or t h e  D i s t r i c t

of C o l umbia;

(6) has p a i d  t he  r e q u i r e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  f e e .

S e c . 08.7 3. 0 8 0 .  F E E S . Th e  f o l l o w i n g  fees s hall be i m p o s e d  u n d e r

t his c h a p t e r  w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e :

(1) e x a m i n a t i o n  fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $50

(2) r e c i p r o c i t y  f e e  ..........    50

(3) e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i t i o n e r  ’ s fee  ................     50

(4) i n i t i a l  l i c e n s e  fee  .......   25

(5) b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  fee  ........ 25

Sec. 08.7 3 . 0 9 0.  R E N E W A L  OF L I C E NS E .  (a) A l i c e n s e d  d i s p e n s i n g  

SB 401 o



]

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

o p t i c i a n  s h a l l  r e n e w  h i s  l i c e n s e  b i e n n i a l l y  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m e r c e  on or b e f o r e  th e  d a t e  set by the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 0 1 . -  

100(a). If the l i c e n s e  is not r e n e w e d  on or  b e f o r e  tha t  d a t e  It 

l a p s e s .

(b) A p e n a l t y  of $10 s h a l l  be c h a r g e d ,  in a d d i t i o n  to al l d e l i n­

qu e n t  fees, for r e i n s t a t e m e n t  of a l i c e n s e  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  l a p s e d  for 

m o r e  t h a n  60 days. If the l i c e n s e  r e m a i n s  l a p s e d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t h r ee  

ye a r s ,  the b o a r d  m a y  r e q u i r e  th e  a p p l i c a n t  to t a k e  a n d  p a s s  the 

e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  sec. 60 of t h i s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 . 1 0 0 .  S U S P E N S I O N  O R  R E V O C A T I O N  OF LICEN S E .  T he  b o a r d  

m a y  r e f u s e  to is s u e ,  or m a y  s u s p e n d  or r e v o k e ,  fo r  a p e r i o d  of t ime 

to be d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  b oa r d ,  a l i c e n s e  to e n g a g e  in the p r a c t i c e  of 

d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  of a p e r s o n  w h o

(1) h a s b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of a c r i m e  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e ;

(2) Is h a b i t u a l l y  d r u n k  or a d d i c t e d  to the use of n a r c o t i c

d r u g s ;

(3) i s s u e s ,  c i r c u l a t e s ,  p u b l i s h e s  or d i s t r i b u t e s  a d v e r t i s i n g  

c o n c e r n i n g  hi s  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  is k n o w i n g l y  f a l s e  an d f r a u d u l e n t ;

(4) has o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  by f raud 

or m a t e r i a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  or

(5) is, in t he  o p i n i o n  of the boa rd ,  g u i l t y  of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c o n d u c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  but no t  l i m i t e d  to the p r a c t i c e  of f e e - s p l i t t i n g

a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  of p e r s o n s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of s o l i c i t a t i o n .

A R T I C L E  3- M I S C E L L A N E O U S  P R O V I S I O NS .

Sec. 0 8 . 7 3 . 1 1 0 .  D I S P E N S I N G  O P T I C I A N  A P P R E N T I C E .  (a) A p e r s o n  I

m a y  be e m p l o y e d  by a l i c e n s e d  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  as an a p p r e n t i c e .  j

No a p p r e n t i c e  m a y  be e m p l o y e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  for l o n g e r  t h a n  four [

y e a r s  u n l e s s  t h e  b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t  an a p p r e n t i c e  is p r e v e n t e d ,  by 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e y o n d  h is  c o n t r o l ,  f r o m  o b t a i n i n g  a l i c e n s e  as a
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d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  w i t h i n  that time,

(b) No  m o r e  t h a n  two a p p r e n t i c e s  m a y  be e m p l o y e d  b y  a l i c e n s e d  

d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  at the same t i m e .

Sec, 0 8 ,73.120, E X I S T I N G  P R A C T I T I O N E R S ,  W i t h i n  six m o n t h s  

a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act, a p e r s o n  who has b e e n  e n g a g e d  in j 

th e  p r a c t i c e  of d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  for a p e r i o d  of not l e s s  t h a n  six 

m o n t h s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  A c t , u p o n  the 

p a y m e n t  of a fee of $50 an d  a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to th e  board, u n d e r  oath, 

that he is of g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  a l i c e n s e  w i t h o u t  

e x a m i n a t i o n .

Sec. 0 8 ,73,130, A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP CH A P T E R .  N o t h i n g  in t his chaptei 

shall be c o n s t r u e d  to

(1) p r o h i b i t  a n  u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n  f r o m  s e l l i n g  s pe c t a c l e s ,  

m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s e s ,  g o g g l es ,  sun g l a s s e s , c o l o r e d  g l a s s e s  or o c c u p a t io n a l  

p r o t e c t i v e  eye d e v i c e s  not h a v i n g  a r e f r a c t i v e  va l u e ,  or the sale as 

m e r c h a n d i s e  of c o m p l e t e  r e a d y - m a d e  e y e g l a s s e s ;

(2) p e r m i t  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  to d i a g n o s e , 

t r e a t  or p r e s c r i b e  for a n y  h u m a n  eye a i l m e n t , d e f i c i e n c y ,  d e f o r m i t y ,  

i n j u r y  or d i s ease;

(3) a p p l y  to o p t h a l m i c  d i s p e n s i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  by a l i c e n s e d  

p h y s i c i a n ,  surgeon, or o p t o m e t r i s t  u n l e s s  he is e x c l u s i v e l y  e n g a g e d  

In th e  b u s i n e s s  of f i l l i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .

Sec. 0 8 ,73.1^0. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) " a p p r e n t i c e "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  is e m p l o y e d  by, a n d  undei 

th e  di r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of, a l i c e n s e d  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  in o r d e r  to 

a s s i s t  in the p r a c t i c e  of d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n;

(2) "boa r d " m e a n s  the Bo a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s;

(3) " d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  who p r e p a r e s  and 

d i s p e n s e s  lenses, s p e c t a c l e s ,  ey e g l a s s e s ,  f r a m e s  or a p p u r t e n a n c e s  to
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them, i n c l u d i n g  the t a k i n g  of f a c i a l  m e a s u r e m e n t s ,  f i t t i n g  a n d  a d j u s t­

me n t  of l e n s e s  or fram e s ,  d u p l i c a t i o n  of lens e s , a n d  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  

f i t t i n g  or a d a p t a t i o n  of c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  to the h u m a n  eye u n d e r  the 

d i r e c t i o n  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  of a li c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n ,  

surgeon, or o p t o m e t r i s t .

* Sec, 2. A S  0 8 , 0 1 , 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(19) B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s ,

* Sec, 3, AS 0 8 , 7 2 , 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 1 0 .  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D .  No p e r s o n  not l i c e n s e d  a s  a n  

o p t o m e t r i s t  m a y  fit, sell, or d i s p o s e  of or take, r e c e i v e  or solicit 

a n  o r d e r  f o r  f i t t i n g ,  sale or d i s p o s i t i o n  of s p e c t a c l e s ,  e y e g l a s s e s  or 

l e n s e s  for t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  of a n  o p t i c a l  or v i s u a l  d e f e c t  of 

t h e  h u m a n  e y e  or sel l  s p e c t a c l e s ,  e y e g l a s s e s  or l e n s e s  f r o m  h o us e  to 

house, or in t h e  s t r e e t s  or h i g h w a y s .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  d o e s  not a p p l y  to 

t he sale of t o y  g l a s s e s ,  g o g g l e s  c o n s i s t i n g  of p i a n o - w h i t e  or p i a n o -  

c o l o r e d  l e n s e s  or o r d i n a r y  c o l o r e d  g l a s s e s ,  or c o m p l e t e  r e a d y - m a d e  

s p e c t a c l e s  a n d  e y e g l a s s e s  sold o n l y  as m e r c h a n d i s e ,  or th e  sale or 

r e p a i r  of e y e g l a s s  f r a m e s , or r e p a i r  or r e p l a c e m e n t  of l e n s e s  wi t h o u t  

p r e t e n s e  of a d a p t i n g  t h e m  to the e y e s , or d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s  and 

t h e i r  a p p r e n t i c e s  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 7 3 .

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(34) B o a r d  of D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s .
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