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IN THE SENATE BY YOUNG

SENATE BIL L  NO. 326 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKA 

S EVENTH LEGISL A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

Por an Act entitled: "An Act rela t i n g  to ballot designations; and providing

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.15 is a m e nded by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 15.15.031. BALLOT DESIGNATIONS. (a) Except as provided in 

sec. 30(10) of this chapter, immediately under the name of a candidate 

and not separated from the name by a line, may appear, at the option 

of the candidate, one of the following designations:

(1) words designating the elective city, borough, state, or 

federal office which the candidate holds at the time of filing his 

nomination papers to which he was elected by vote of the people or to 

which he was a p pointed to fill a vacancy;

(2) if the candidate is a candidate for the same office 

which he then holds, the wo r d  "incumbent";

(3) if the candidate has been appointed to an elective office 

which has become vacant before the next succeeding election in which 

the office is on the ballot, and if he is a candidate for the same 

office he then holds, he may not use the wo r d  "incumbent", a d e s crip­

tion of that office or its title as a ballot designation; however, he 

may use "appointed incumbent", or he may precede a description of that 

office or its title with the word "appointed"; or

(4) no more than three words designating the principal 

professions, vocations or occupations of the candidate; however, if a 

candidate ceases to engage in a particular profession, vocation or

Introduced: 2/7/72
Referred: State Affairs

_1" SB 326



1

7

3

A

5

L\J

7
8

9

10

It

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

o c c u p a t i o n  60 days o r  m o r e  b e f o r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  or g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  he 

m a y  not d e s i g n a t e  t hat p r o f e s s i o n ,  v o c a t i o n  o r  o c c u p a t i o n  o n  the 

p r i m a r y  o r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ball o t .

(b) No c a n d i d a t e  m a y  a s s u m e  a d e s i g n a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  m i s l e a d  

the voters. The l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m a y  not p e r m i t  a d e s i g n a t i o n  w h i c h  

w o u l d  s u gg e s t  an e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a c a n d i d a t e  for 

the of f i c e  to w h i c h  he s e ek s  e l e c t i o n ,  or o f  his p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  v o c a­

ti o n a l  or  o c c u p a t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  o r  stature.

(c) W o r d s  u s e d  in the d e s i g n a t i o n  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  in a l e g i b l e  

t y p e  s tyle s e l e c t e d  by th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  sec. 30 o f  this 

c h a p t e r  that is e q u a l  in siz e  to o r  s m a l l e r  t h a n  the t ype s t y l e  u s e d  to 

p r i n t  the c a n d i d a t e ' s  n a m e  a n d  p a r t y  d e s i g n a t i o n .

Sec. 1 5 . 15 . 0 3 2 .  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  OF I N C U M B E N C Y .  At the first 

e l e c t i o n s  for state s e n a t o r  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in e a c h  s e n a t o r i a l  an d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  f o l l o w i n g  the p r o m u l g a t i o n  of the r e a p p o r t i o n­

me n t  and r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p r o c l a m a t i o n  by the g o v e r n o r  under, art. V I  of 

the c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the c a n d i d a t e  wh o is c o n s i d e r e d  the i n c u m b e n t  in a 

g i v e n  d i s t r i c t  for p u r p o s e s  o f  the e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be

(1) the c a n d i d a t e  w h o  is r u n n i n g  for the s ame o f f i c e  w h i c h  

he t h e n  h o l d s  a n d  w h o  is r u n n i n g  for r e e l e c t i o n  in a d i s t r i c t  w h i c h  has 

the i d e n t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  n u m b e r ,  o r  l e t t e r ,  as the d i s t r i c t  f rom 

w h i c h  he was last e l e c t e d ;

(2) if  t h e r e  is no c a n d i d a t e  to w h o m  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (1) 

of this s e c t i o n  ap p l y ,  th e  i n c u m b e n t  is the c a n d i d a t e  w h o  is r u n n i n g  

f o r  the same o f f i c e  w h i c h  he t h e n  h o l d s  a n d  w h o  is r u n n i n g  f o r  r e e l e c­

ti o n  in a d i s t r i c t  w h i c h  has the i d e n t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  as t he  d i s t r i c t  

f r o m  w h i c h  he wa s  last e l e c t e d ,  but w h i c h  h a s  a d i f f e r e n t  n u m b e r  or 

l etter;

(3) If t h e r e  is no c a n d i d a t e  to w h o m  the p r o v i s i o n s  of (1)
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or (2) of this section apply, the incumbent is the candidate who is 

running for the same office which he then holds and who is running for 

reelection in a district which has the identical n umber or letter as 

the district from which he was last elected;

(4) if there is no candidate to whom the provisions of (1),

(2) or (3) of this section apply, the incumbent is the candidate who is 

running for the same office which he then holds and who is running for 

reelection in a district which contains some portion of the territory 

previously contained w ithin the district from which he was last 

elected; however, in a new district which contains portions of the 

territory of more than one former district, the incumbent is the candi­

date the greater p o r tion of the territory of whose former district is 

included w ithin the new d i s t r i c t ; or

(5) if there is no candidate in a given district to which 

any of the provisions of this section apply, the incumbent is a person 

who is a candidate for the same office which he then holds who fulfills 

the residency requirements of law for candidacy within the district.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect on the day after its passage and a pprov­

al or on the day it becomes law without approval.
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