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Introduced: 3/8/71
Referred: Resources; State

Affairs; Finance

BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
IN THE SENATE BY REQUEST

SENATE BILL NO. 150 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing and otherwise providing for a

Department of Environmental Affairs as a principal

department in the executive branch of the state g o v­

ernment; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. POLICY. The legislature recognizes that the state, in 

order to achieve economic and social independence, must develop its natural 

resources, both renewable and nonrenewable, in such a way as to guarantee

a balance between m an and nature; that, thus far, man's use of natural 

resources has almost invariably created an imbalance in the ecological 

systems of nature; that, in large part imbalance could have been prevented 

with little detriment to m a n ’s use of natural resources if overall planning 

and coordination had been implemented in the beginning stages of the use of 

a given natural resource and that to achieve this needed overall planning 

and coordination drastic changes in past approaches must be implemented.

The legislature therefore declares it to be a policy of the state that those 

instruments of government most vitally concerned with man's use of natural 

resources must be combined into one coordinated unit so that overall 

planning from Instigation to completion becomes a reality.

* Sec. 2. AS 4l is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER A. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS.

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL DUTIES AND ORGANIZATION.

Sec. A l . 04.010. COMMISSIONER OF ENVIRONMENT. The principal 

executive officer of the Department of Environmental Affairs is the
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commissioner of environmental affairs. The commissioner shall be a 

capable administrator and a recognized authority in the fields of 

ecological systems and natural resource planning. The commissioner 

shall be appointed by the governor with the consent of the legislature 

for a term of five years.

Sec. 4l.0it.020. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER. The 

commissioner shall

(1) supervise and control the department, and he may appoint 

and employ division heads, section heads, and the technical, clerical 

and other assistants necessary for the general administration of the 

department;

(2) establish those divisions and sections considered 

necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter and otherwise 

consistent- witti lew.

Sec. 41.04.030. POWERS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES OF D E P A R T­

MENT. The Department of Environmental Affairs shall

(1) conduct investigations, studies, surveys, research, 

and analyses relating to ecological systems and environmental quality;

(2) document and define changes in the natural environment, 

including the plant and animal systems, and accumulate necessary data 

and other information for a continuing analysis of these changes or 

trends and for an interpretation of their underlying causes;

(3) evaluate and disseminate information of an ecological 

nature to public and private agencies or organizations, or Individuals 

in the form of r e p o r t s p u b l i c a t i o n s , atlases, and maps;

(4) make available to state agencies, local governments, 

and individuals, advice and information useful in restoring, m a i n t a i n­

ing, and enhancing the quality of the environment;

(5) initiate and utilize ecological information in the
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(6) a c c e p t  an d us e d o n a t i o n s  of funds, p r o p e r t y ,  p e r s o n a l  j 

s e r v i c e s ,  o r  f a c i l i t i e s  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  j

(7) r e q u i r e  r e p o r t s  f r o m  state a g e n c i e s ,  l oc a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  

a n d  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  wh o  u n d e r t a k e  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  

e n g i n e e r i n g  wo r k s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  an d  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  m ake 

s i g n i f i c a n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  in the n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  e v a l u a t e  these 

r e p o r t s  a n d  a p p r o v e  the p r o j e c t s  if it is f o u n d  that

(A) a n  a d v e r s e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e f f e c t  c a n n o t  be a v o i d e d  

by f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  an d is j u s t i f i e d  by o t h e r  

s t a t e d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s t a t e  po l i c y ;

(B) l o c a l  s h o r t - t e r m  u ses of m a n ’s e n v i r o n m e n t  are 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  l o n g - t e r m  p r o d u c t i v i t y ;

(C) a n  i r r e v e r s i b l e  an d  i r r e t r i e v a b l e  c o m m i t m e n t  of 

r e s o u r c e s  is w a r r a n t e d ;

(8) d i s a p p r o v e  the p r o j e c t s  if the c r i t e r i a  in (7) of this 

s e c t i o n  are not m e t ;  p r o j e c t s  m a y  not be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h o u t  a p p r o v a l ;

(9) study, d e v e l o p ,  a n d  d e s c r i b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

to r e c o m m e n d e d  c o u r s e s  of a c t i o n s  i n  any p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  

u n r e s o l v e d  c o n f l i c t s  c o n c e r n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  uses o f  r e n e w a b l e  and 

n o n r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  of the state;

(10) a s s u m e  f u l l y the p o w e r s ,  duties, a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

of  the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  as t h e y  e x i s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  before 

the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  this c h a p t e r ;

(11) a s s u m e  f u l l y the p o w e r s ,  duties, a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

of the D e p a r t m e n t  of P i s h  an d  Gam e  as t h e y  e xist i m m e d i a t e l y  before 

the e f f e c t i v e  d ate o f  this c h a pt e r ;

(12) r e v i e w  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  

a n d  c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  and p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c o n f o r m i t y  to th e  p u r p o s e s

planning and development of resource-oriented projects;
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a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  p r o p o s e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  to  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  t h o s e  m e a s u r e s  c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  to  e f f e c t u a t e  t he 

p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(1 3 ) a s s u m e  f u l l y  t h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e  a n d  t h e  A i r  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l

C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  AS  1 8 . 3 0  as t h e y  e x i s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c ­

t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(1*0 assume fully the powers, duties, and responsibilities 

of the Department of Health and Welfare under AS 46.05 (Water Pollution 

Control Act) as they exist immediately before the effective date of 

this chapter;

(15) a s s u m e  f u l l y  t h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e  a n d  t h e  P e s t i c i d e s  C o n t r o l

Board under AS 18.33 as they exist immediately before the effective j

I
date of t his c h a p t e r ; J

(1 6 ) a s s u m e  f u l l y  t h e  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s ,  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  !

of  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 4 7 0  - 1 8 . 6 0 . 5 7 0  j

( R a d i a t i o n  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t )  a s  t h e y  e x i s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  t h e  1
i

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;’ I

(17) e s t a b l i s h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  o f f i c e s  c o v e r i n g  

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  s t a f f  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  p e r s o n n e l
|

a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  d e f i n e

I
t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s .  j

Sec. 4 1 . 0 4 . 0 4 0 .  D I V I S I O N S  OP  D E P A R T M E N T .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t

s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i v i s i o n s :

|
(1) t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e c o l o g y  a n d  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ;  |

(2) t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e ;  j

(3) t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;

(4) t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p a r k s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n ;  J
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(5) the division of land planning and classification,

(b) The commissioner may create other divisions and sections 

which he considers necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect on July 1, 1971-
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