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B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  W E L F A R E  
IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 118 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to th e  O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that

(1) t h e r e  is a n e e d  to b u i l d  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  to the  p r o b l e m s  c o n­

f r o n t i n g  A l a s k a’s p o p u l a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  so tha t  m a x i m u m  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  are m o b i l i z e d  to p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  for y o u t h  and 

to a s s u r e  t h e m  t h e i r  f u l l  r i g h t s  as h u m a n  b e i n g s ;  J

(2) t h e r e  e x i s t s  a d e m a n d  w i t h i n  th e  s t a t e  for d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r­

tu n i t i e s  fo r  c h i l d r e n , a n d  lay an d  e x p e r t  o p i n i o n s  h o l d  tha t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

of c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  ca n  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  and p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r  in 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a d u l t  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t a l e n t  a n d  c h a r a c t e r ;

(3) t o o  l i t t l e  is k n o w n  a b o u t  th e  o p t i m u m  t y p e  a n d  c o n t e n t  of this

e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n  fac t  r e a l i z e s  tha t  t h e r e  m a y  be no o p t i m u m , b u t  r a t h e r  a 

n e e d  for a v a r i e t y  of p r o g r a m s  t a i l o r e d  to fit th e  n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n  f r o m  

d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s ;

(4) b e c a u s e  A l a s k a  is g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  r e m o t e  f r o m  m a j o r  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  w h e r e  m u c h  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  is in p r o c e s s  in the 

f i e l d  of c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  it is v i t a l  tha t  A l a s k a  p r o v i d e  v a r i o u s  d i v e r s e  

m o d e l s  for c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d th a t  t h e r e  n e e d s  to be e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  th e  e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  ideas, an d  p e r i o d i c  state 

c o n f e r e n c e s  o n  c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  tha t  p r o g r e s s  be m a d e  t o w a r d  p e r i o d i c  

e v a l u a t i o n  of m o d e l  p r o j e c t s  in this field; and

(5) a v a i l a b i l i t y  of ch i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  p e r m i t  m o r e
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p a r e n t s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the e c o n o m i c  lif e  of the c o m m u n i t y , w i l l  thus m a k e  

a v a i l a b l e  n e w  t a l e n t  in ou r e c o n o m i c  life, a n d  w i l l  r e l i e v e  some h o u s e h o l d s  

f r o m  a cycle of e c o n o m i c  d e p e n d e n c y  u p o n  g o v e r n m e n t .

* Sec. 2. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

C H A P T E R  45- O F F I C E  OF C H I L D  A D V O C A C Y .

Sec. 47.4 5 . 01 0 .  O F F I C E  OF C H I L D  A D V O C A C Y .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  in the 

O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  to act as a c o o r d i n­

at i n g  b o d y  for s e r v i c e s  for c h i l d r e n  f r o m  p r e n a t a l  to age 18. Th e  O f f i c e  

of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  by the b o a r d  of 

d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the g o v e r n o r .  S t a f f  m a y  be e m p l o y e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  bu d g e t s .

Sec. 47.45 . 0 2 0 .  B O A R D  OF D I R E C T O R S  F O R  T H E  O F F I C E  OF C H I L D  

AD V O C A C Y . T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  f o r  the O f f i c e  of C h i ld  

Ad v o c a c y . The b o a r d  c o ns i s t s  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  o n  th e  C o o r d i n­

at i o n  of C o m m u n i t y  C h i l d  Care plu s  f o u r  m e m b e r s  not m o r e  t h a n  18 y e a r s  

of age a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v e r n o r  for a t e r m  of tw o  y e a r s  each, or u n t i l  

t he y o u t h f u l  m e m b e r  a t t a i n s  the age of 19 years.

Sec. 47.4 5. 0 3 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF B O A R D  A N D  D I R E C T O R .  (a) The 

b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  for the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  p o l i c  

a n d  e s t a b l i s h  p r o g r a m  p r i o r i t i e s ,  an d  s h a l l  s e r v e  as a c h i l d  a d v o c a c y

a g e n c y  i n  the state. The b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s

w h i c h  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n  and c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) d e v e l o p  g u i d e l i n e s  to i m p r o v e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  c h i l d  d e v e l o p­

men t  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the state, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of p r o g r a m  

s t a n d a r d s ,  t r a i n i n g  for p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l s  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  and 

m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;

(3) a s s i s t  l ocal c o m m u n i t i e s  in the i n i t i a t i o n  of c hild 

d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  about p e r t i n e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
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and funding and consultant resources;

(4) identify, coordinate and develop a comprehensive plan for 

the use of public and private resources, including the services of 

v o l u n t e e r s ;

(5) provide leadership in r e commending legislative change 

wh i c h  affects the provision of children and child development services; 

r e view exis t i n g  state policies as they relate to, and affect the legal 

status and w e l l - b e i n g  of children;

(6) develop innovative approaches for involving parent- 

consumers on b o t h  the state and local level in p r o gram planning and 

policy making.

(b) The director shall carry out the policies and programs set out 

by the b o a r d  of directors.

Sec. 47.45.040. COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES. Members of the board 

of directors for the Office of Child Advocacy receive no salary but are 

entitled to per diem and travel expenses authorized by law and other 

boards and commissions.

Sec. 47.45.050. DEPARTMENTS TO ASSIST OFFICE OF CHILD ADVOCACY.

The Department of H e alth and Social Services, the Department of Educatio| 

the Department of Labor and all other departments and agencies of the 

state w h i c h  have programs or services pertaining to children shall coop-| 

erate w i t h  the Office of Child Advocacy and shall furnish technical 

assistance and personnel, if available, upon request.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1972.


