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B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  W E L F A R E  
IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  C O M M I T T E EC O M i m

t ?CS P O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 118 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A  

S E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y . "

3E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f inds that

(1) t h e r e  is a n e e d  to b u i l d  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  to t h e  p r o b l e m s  c o n­

fr o n t i n g  A l a s k a’s p o p u l a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  y o u n g  pe o p l e ,  so tha t  m a x i m u m  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s  are m o b i l i z e d  to p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  for y o u t h  and 

to a s s u r e  t h e m  t h e i r  ful l  r i g h t s  as h u m a n  b ei n g s ;

(2) t h e r e  e x i s t s  a d e m a n d  w i t h i n  the s tate fo r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r­

tuni t i e s  for c h i l d r e n  a n d  lay an d  e x p e r t  o p i n i o n s  h o l d  that the a v a i l a b i l i t y  

of c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  can be a s i g n i f i c a n t  an d p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r  in 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of ad u l t  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t a l e n t  an d c h a ra c t e r ;

(3) t o o  l i t t l e  is k n o w n  about th e  o p t i m u m  typ e  a n d  c o n te n t  of this 

e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  i n  fact r e a l i z e s  t hat t h e r e  m a y  be no o p t i m um ,  but r a t h e r  a 

n e e d  fo r  a v a r i e t y  of p r o g r a m s  t a i l o r e d  to fit the n e e d s  of c h i l d r e n  f rom 

d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s ;

(4) b e c a u s e  A l a s k a  is g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  r e m o t e  f r o m  m a j o r  U n i t e d  State; 

p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s  w h e r e  m u c h  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h  is in p r o c e s s  in the field

of c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  it is v i t a l  that A l a s k a  p r o v i d e  v a r i o u s  d i v e r s e  mod e l s  

for c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t hat t h e re  n e e d s  to be e s t a b l i s h e d  a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  

for the e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  ideas, a n d  p e r i o d i c  s tate c o n f e r e n c e s  on 

c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  that p r o g r e s s  be m a d e  t o w a r d  p e r i o d i c  e v a l u a t i o n  of 

m o d e l  p r o j e c t s  i n  thi s  field; an d

(5) a v a i l a b i l i t y  of c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  p e r m i t  more 

p a r e n ts  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in th e  e c o n o m i c  l ife of the c o m m u n i t y ,  w i l l  thus make
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a v a i l a b l e  n e w  ta l e n t in ou r  e c o n o m i c  life, and w i l l  r e l i e v e  some h o u s e h o l d s  

fr o m  a c ycle of e c o n o m i c  d e p e n d e n c y  u p o n  go v e r n m e n t .

* Sec. 2. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 45. OFFICE OF CHILD ADVOCACY.

Sec. 47.4 5. 0 1 0 .  O F F I C E  OF C H I L D  A D V O C A CY .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  in the

O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  to act as a c o o r d i n­

at i n g  b o d y  for s e r v i c e s  fo r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  p r e n a t a l  to age 18. Th e  O f f i c e  

of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  by a d i r e c t o r  a p p o i n t e d  by the  b o a r d  of 

d i r e c t o r s  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the  gov er n o r .  S t a f f  m ay  be e m p l o y e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  b u d g e t s .

Sec. 4 7 . 45 . 0 2 0 .  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  F O R  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  C H I L D  

A D V O C A C Y .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  fo r  the O f f i c e  o f  C h i l d  

Ad v o c a c y .  Th e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of the A l a s k a  S ta t e  C o u n c i l  on t h e  C o o r d i n­

ati o n  of C o m m u n i t y  C h i l d  Care p l u s  f our m e m b e r s  not m o r e  t h a n  18 y e a r s  

o f  age a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  for a t e r m  of t w o  y e a r s  each, or u n t i l  I 

the y o u t h f u l  m e m b e r  a t t a i n s  the age of 19 years.

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5. 0 3 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  B O A R D  A N D  D I R E C T O R .  (a) The 

b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  for the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  s h a l l d e t e r m i n e  policy 

an d  e s t a b l i s h  p r o g r a m  p r i o r i t i e s ,  and s h a l l  s erve as a c h i l d  a d v o c a c y

a g e n c y  in the state. The b o a r d  s hall

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  p r o g r a m s  and p r i o r i t i e s  

w h i c h  a f f e c t  c h i l d r e n  and c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) d e v e l o p  g u i d e l i n e s  to i m p r o v e  c h i l d r e n  and c h i l d  d e v e l o p­

men t  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the state, i n c l u d i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of p r o g r a m  

s t a n d a r d s ,  t r a i n i n g  for psrappofessioriuis and pi'oiessional p e r s o n n e l  and 

a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;

(3) assist l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in the i n i t i a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  an d  

c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  about p e r t i n e n t  l e g i s l a­

ti o n  and f u n d i n g  an d  c o n s u l t a n t  re s o u r c e s ;
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(4) i d e n t i f y ,  c o o r d i n a t e  and d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  for 

th e  use of p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the s e r v i c e s  of 

v o l u n t e e r s ;

(5) p r o v i d e  l e a d e r s h i p  in r e c o m m e n d i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  ch a n ge  

w h i c h  a f f e c t s  th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  and c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  ser v i c e s;  

r e v i e w  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  p o l i c i e s  as t h e y  r e l a t e  to, a n d  af f ec t  the legal 

st a t u s  an d  w e l l - b e i n g  of c h i l d r e n ;

(6) d e v e l o p  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  for i n v o l v i n g  p a r e n t -  

c o n s u m e r s  on b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l l e v el  in p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  and 

p o l i c y  m a k i n g .

(b) T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  c a r r y  out the p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  set out 

by the b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s .

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 4 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  A N D  E X P E N S E S .  M e m b e r s  o f  the b o a r d  

of d i r e c t o r s  fo r  the O f f i c e  of C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  r e c e i v e  n o  salary, but are 

e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  d i e m  an d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by law for o t h e r  

b o a r d s  an d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 4 5 .  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  A D M I N I S T E R  FUNDS.

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  m a y  a d m i n i s t e r  gr a n t s  the l e g i s l a t u r e  

m a y  f r o m  t i m e  to t i m e  a p p r o p r i a t e  for e d u c a t i o n a l  or da y  care p r o g r a m s  

not o t h e r w i s e  f u n d e d  b y  the state, and has the a u t h o r i t y  to act as an 

a g e n c y  for d i s b u r s i n g  f e d e r a l  f unds for e d u c a t i o n a l  o r . d a y  care p r og r a m s  

N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h al l  be c o n s t r u e d  to be in d e r o g a t i o n  of the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  C h a p t e r  95> SLA 1971.

Sec. 4 7 . 4 5 . 0 5 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T S  T O  A S S I S T  O F F I C E  OF C H I L D  ADV O C A CY .  Thu 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ,  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  a n d  all  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  and a g e n c i e s  of the 

state w h i c h  h a v e  p r o g r a m s  or s e r v i c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  to c h i l d r e n  s hall c o o p­

era t e  w i t h  the O f f i c e  o f  C h i l d  A d v o c a c y  an d s h a ll  f u r n i s h  t e c h n i c a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  if a v a i l a b l e ,  u p o n  request.
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